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Turkey extends state 
of emergency in six provinces 

ANKARA. (AFP) — The Turkish parliament agrreri 
to extend a state of emergency Tuesday in six 
provinces where separatist Kurd rebels are active, the 
Anatolia news agency reported. The state of emer- 
gency will continue for four months in the provinces 
of Hakkari, Suit. Sirnak and Diyafbakir, the last of 
which has a majority Kurd population, plus the east- 
ern provinces of Tunceli and Van, Anatolia said. The 
six are the only provinces still to be subjected to emer- 
gency rules dating back to July 1987, which were pre- 
ceded by a period of martial law from 1979. 
Diyafbakir is the centre of operations to put down an 
armed rebellion by the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), 
which has been fighting since 1984 to create a sepa- 
rate Kurdish state. 
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Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwich 
recovering after heart surgery 

PARIS (AFP) — Palestinian poet and writer Mahmoud 
Darwich. one of the most prominent figures in contem- 
porary Arabic literature, underwent major heart surgery 
here last week but is recovering well friends said 
Wednesday. Mr. Darwich, 56, underwent surgery on 
March 19 and is still in an intensive care unit but his doc- 
tors say he is recovering, the friends said. The Palestinian 
writer, whose works have been translated into some 40 
languages, was a leading member of the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation and has spent time in jail as well as in 
exile. He ended 10 years of exile in France in 1996 to 
return home and has since spent time in both Amman, 
and RamalJah, under Palestinian rule. In 1997, he was 
handed the prestigious French award of -Commander of 
Ans and Letters. 
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Arabs slam Israeli policies, urge 
end to U.N. sanctions on Libya 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab foreign min»g<»rc cm Wednes- 
day accused brad of destroying the peace process and 
heightening tension in die area and called on die U.N. 
Security Council to suspend sanctions on Libya 

“Israel's non-respect of the principles of the peace 
process and the accords reached ckiring negotiations 
have led to the destruction of the peace process and 
pushed the region again into a cycle of tensksC they 
said in a statement issued at the end of a two-day Arab 
League minis terial conference. 

“Israel alone will bear responsibility for tins,” said 
the statement adopted by the conference, according to 
a copy of which was obtained by AFP. 

But the foreign ministers said that 'just and com- 
prehensive peace is a strategic option for the And} 
Nation and calls for reciprocity from Israel marked by 
seriousness and clarity." 

The foreign ministers of the 22-member Arab 
League also urged the United States, as key peace 
process sponsor with Russia, to break the deadlock in 
the process and ensure Israeli implementation of 
peace agreements. 

They voiced support far the Palestinian people, 
Syria and Lebanon in their relations with Israel and 
said the Jewish state should implement LT.N. Security 
Council resolutions calling for it to retreat from occu- 


pied Arab land. 

The minis ters also paid tribute to the European 
Union's efforts to make progress in the stalled peace 
talks and urged it to play a bigger role. 

However, the statement fell short of issuing a call to 
Arab countries to take tougher measures against 
Israel. 

In March 1997 the foreign ministers ordered a 
freeze to Arab normalisation with Israel. 

The two-day conference opened Tuesday with a 
passionate appeal by Palestinian President Yasser 
Araik for an urgent Arab summit to address the dead- 
lock facing peace negotiations with Israel 

Mu Arafat also called for international protection for 
foe Palestinian people agains t “attacks" from Jewish 
settlers and the Israeli army in the occupied territories. 

Early Wednesday the minis ters adopted a rekilution 
asking the UJN. Security Council to freeze sanctions h 
imposed on Libya in 1992 pending a verdict from the 
world court. 

‘The Arab League council requests foe Security 
Council to immediately suspend the measures taken 
in line with UJM. Resolutions 748 and 883 on Libya." 
according to a copy of the resolution obtained by AFP. 

The United Nations slapped an air and aims embar- 
go on Libya in 1992 over its refusal to hand over fee 


trial in Britain or the United States two Libyans sus- 
pected of involvement in the 1988 Pan Am airliner 
bombing over Lockerbie. Scotland, that killed 270 
people. 

The International Court of Justice based in The 
Hague ruled last month that it had jurisdiction to hear 
Tripoli's lawsuit claiming the right to refuse to extra- 
dite foe Libyan suspects to Britain or the United 
States. 

Arab League Secretary General Esmai Abdul 
Megtrid on Tuesday told" the ministers that. Arabs 
should suspend compliance with the sanctions until 
the court’s verdict 

But during debate late Tuesday Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait protested against Mr. Abdul Meguid's appeal. 
The Saudi delegate to the conference, Abdel Rahman 
El Mansuri, said such a decision could "embarrass 
some Arab countries." 

After that the League's council decided to set up a 
committee to find a compromise solution, which ulti- 
mately agreed on foe resolution adopted overnight 
Tuesday. 

The council also backed calls by Libya demanding 
compensation for losses sustained as a result of foe 
UN. sanctions and reaffirmed its solidarity with 
Tripoli 


Crown Prince denies receiving 
Israeli redeployment draft plan 


LONDON CJ.T.I — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has denied in 
a television interview that 
Israeli Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Arid Sharon had brought 
him a draft plan on an Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank but he said that the 
Israeli minister has voiced 
his government's desire to 
enlist neighbouring coun- 
tries in ensuring peace and 
security. 

Speaking in an interview 
with foe London-based Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (MBC), the Crown 
Prince referred to foe Khaled 
Misha’al fiasco of last Sep- 
tember when Israeli Mossad 
agents tried to assassinate 
the Hamas leader in 
Amman. 

"We defend the life of 
every Jordanian citizen and 
if Misha’al or any other Jor- 
danian citizen is killed by 
Israel, our position will be 
clear. We cannot continue 


living under threat on our 
streets and our environment. 
We are an independent and 
sovereign state oriented 
towards peace for which Jor- 
dan has signed a treaty with 
foe Israelis.’* 

Referring to Ml Sharon’s 
recent statement in which 
foe Israeli minister was quot- 
ed as saying that Israel is 
determined to assassinate 
Mr. Misha 'aL and whether 
Mr. Sharon has written a 
message explaining himself, 
foe Crown Prince said: “Let 
us judge the man by his 
actions." 

Mr. Sharon was reported to 
have told Israel's Channel 
Two Television on March 14 
that Israel had informed Jor- 
dan that it intended to finish 
off the job and assassinate 
Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha' al but not on Jordan- 
ian soil. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour blasted Mr. 
Sharon’s threats as “rude and 



irresponsible threats" and 
told a press conference last 
week that foe Jordanian gov- 
ernment has summoned the 
Israeli ambassador to Jor- 
dan. Oded Eran, and protest- 
ed the threat. 

Last Monday Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Ananj told 
reporters that Jordan has 
accepted Mr. Sharon's 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Annan meets Husseini in Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan held talks Wednesday night with 
Palestinian officials in Arab east Jerusalem, who called 
for the United Nations to play a greater role in the Middle 
East peace process. 

“The meeting shows balance in the [U.N.] position on 
Jerusalem ” Faisal Husseini the top Palestine Liberation 
Organisation official in Arab east Jerusalem, told 
reporters afterward. . .. 

Mr. Annan met a delegation led by Mr. Husseini at the 
U.N. Development Programme (UNDP) offices in Arab 
east Jerusalem, which irritated Israeli leaders. 

But he said: “If there are meetings with Israelis in 
Jerusalem, there must also be meetings with Palestinians 
in Jerusalem” 

Mr. Annan completed Wednesday his two-day visit to 
Israel. Mr. Husseini said the Palestinians had said their 
people needed protection from Israeli measures such as 
the confiscation of identity cards of Jerusalemites, the 
demolition of homes and settlement activities. 

The U.N. secretary general refrained from commenting. 
Han an Ashrawi, the number two in Arab east Jerusalem, 
also participated in the meeting. “We saw eye-to-eye on 
all issues,” she said. 

“We discussed the need for the UJN. [to play] a more 
effective and immediate role in the peace process," Ms. 
Ashrawi added 

Israel showed its irritation by sending several dozen 
police officers who sealed off the street of the UNDP 
building and systematically checked the identification of 
passers-by. 

“The U.N. considers Jerusalem occupied territory,” Mr. 
Husseini told reporters before the meeting. 

Israel, which says Jerusalem, including the eastern sec- 
tor, is its eternal capital, protests against foreign digni- 
taries meeting Palestinian officials there. 

The Palestinians want east Jerusalem, occupied and ille- 
gally annexed by Israel in 1967, to be the capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 


Annan defends U.N. against 
barrage of Israeli criticism 


TEL AVIV (AFPi — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan was forced to 
defend foe world body 
against a barrage of Israeli 
criticism Wednesday on the 
final day of his historic visit 
to Israel. 

Mr. Annan, on foe first 
official visit to Israel by a 
U.N. chief, was met at a 
special parliamentary ses- 
sion in his honour by fierce 
criticism from Speaker Dan 
Trchon of 50 years of “hos- 
tile” U.N. action against foe 
Jewish state. 

“The U.N. strategy of iso- 
lating and de-legitimising 
Israel will only bear spoiled 
fruit.” said Mr. Ticbon, a 
member of the ruling right- 
wing Likud Party. 

His speech drew howls of 
protest from opposition 
deputies, who demanded a 
non-political welcome for 
foe U.N. chief. 

But Mr. Ticbon renewed 
his criticism of the world 
body at a subsequent ban- 
quet for Mr. Annan, listing 
U.N. resolutions over the 
past decades which he said 


had been “biased” and 
“hostile” to Israel — 
notably a 1975 motion 
equating Zionism with 
racism. 

“This was a humiliating 
slap in foe face which 
effectively denied Israel its 
right to exist,” he said, 
claiming that if the United 
Nations was to repeat today 
its 1948 vote which led to 
the creation of Israel, foe 
outcome would have been 
different 

“The U.N. has actually 
become an obstacle in our 
relationship with our Arab 
neighbours," Mr. Tichon 
said. 

Mr. Annan diplomatically 
rejected foe criticism and 
called on Israel to “take a 
second look and make 
room for foe U.N.” 

“We have put some of foe 
most horrible chapters 
behind us ” he said. 

Mr. Annan noted that 
Israel's founding father, 
David Ben-Gurion, liked to 
dismissively refer to the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Inspections of Iraqi special sites starts Thursday 



United Nations chief weapons inspector Richard Butler, 
Indian UN. envoy to Iraq Frakash Shah and Sri Lankan 
Jayantha Dahnapala speak outside United Nations head- 
quarters in Baghdad Wednesday (Renters photo) 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Inspec- 
tions of the eight Iraqi presi- 
dential sites at tte centre of last 
month’s crisis with foe United 
Nations are to start Thursday, 
one of foe diplomats who are 
to accompany inspectors told 
AFP. 

“I wOl be goring up early in 
the morning" the diplomat 
toki AFP. 

Asked whether weapons 
inspectors would not wait until 
after foe departure of LLN. 
weapons chief Richard Butler 

before starring the inspections 
as Mr. Butler had previously 
suggested, the diplomat asked: 
“What makes you think that?” 

Ml Butler is due- to leave 
Iraq Thursday morning fol- 
lowing a four-day visit, his first 
since the crisis over access to 
foe presidential sites. 

He would leave his Baghdad 
hotel at 8 am, his senior polit- 
ical adviser Gustavo ZJauvi- 
neo told reporters Wednesday 
evening. 

Another member of the pool 
of diplomats who are to 
accompany foe inspectors as a 
means of addressing Iraq’s 
concerns about sovereignty 
said he did not feel he should 
confirm that foe inspections 
would start tomorrow but he 
did not deny it either: 

“We have already been 
teamed up with the inspectors 


we will be working wifo and 
are ready to go,” foe second 
diplomat told AFP. “We have 
met them and made sure they 
are sympathetic.” 

He said foe 20-strong pool of 
diplomats had been split into 
teams of two to work with par- 
ticular inspection teams. 

He said foe arrangements 
mig ht be adapted a little as foe 
inspections proceeded, but 

everyone was now fully famil- 
iar with the anangements and 
ready to go. 

A total of 18 diplomats 
arrived here Tuesday join two 
already in post in Iraq. 

The inspector who are actu- 
ally going to conduct the visits 
arrived here on a flight from 
Bahrain Wednesday 

lunchtime. 

Ml Butler briefed the diplo- 
mats Wednesday morning 
along wifo foe head of the 
“special group" of inspectors 
responsible for foe visits, 
Jayanatha Dfaanapala. 

Mr. Butler and Mr Dbana- 
pala held further briefings 
Wednesday afternoon which 
woe Joined by the newly 
arrived weapons inspectors. 

Ml Butler Wednesday 
denied that foe diplomats’ 
presence alongside the inspec- 
tion teams would remove the 
element of surprise. 

He said that there had been 


“such a positive response” to 
foe request for diplomats to 
serve as observers of foe 
inspections that the “special 
group” of weapons inspectors 
tasked with the inspections 
had “an embarrassment of 
riches” to draw on. 

“We have quite a big pool 
from which to draw our diplo- 
matic observers. We will be 
able to do so in a way which is 
not clumsy and preserves foe 
dement of surprise.” he told a 
news conference at the end of 
the visit. 

Mr, Butler said only thai “foe 


visits to the presidential sites 
for baseline purposes will start 
very soon. “Mr. Dhanapala 
will be handing over a notice 
to that effect in a very short 
while indeed,” he said. 

Mr. Butler told AFP Tuesday 
that he was not at liberty to dis- 
close exactly when the visits 
would start until the Iraqi 
authorities had been formally 
notified. 

Meanwhile, a team of 60 
UN. arms experts arrived in 
Iraq on Wednesday to team up 
with the diplomats before die 
stan of inspections. 


U.S. envoy to propose 14 per cent Israeli 
redeployment in W. Bank — diplomats 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross 
will propose to Israel that it 
hands over 14 per cent of 
the West Bank to full Pales- 
tinian authority in addition 
to another 13 per cent to be 
jointly controlled, diplo- 
mats said Wednesday. 

Mr. Ross, due in Israel 
today, will also propose that 
Palestinian-Israeli final sta- 
tus talks conclude within 
one year and that the third 
and final Israeli withdrawal 
will be discussed through a 
trilateral commission, said 
a diplomat. 

“In the 14 per cent rede- 
ployment from Area B to A. 
the Palestinians will have 
full control,” said the diplo- 
mat explaining that under 
the Oslo peace accords. 
Area A is Palestinian con- 
trolled, whereas Area B is 
jointly administered by the 
Israelis and Palestinians, 


and C is under total Israeli 
authority. “In the 13 per 
cent redeployment from 
Area C to B. security 
responsibility will stay in 
Israel’s hands while foe 
administration will be 
transferred to the Palestini- 
ans.” 

If the U.S. proposals are 
accepted by Tel Aviv. 
American President Bill 
Clinton will convene a 
summit with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
according to diplomats. 

President Clinton will 
also invite five heads of 
state to foe summit. likely 
to include His Majesty 
King Hussein and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Washington will also call 
on both sides to implement 
what has already been 
agreed upon in the interim 
period, including the air- 
port, seaport, industrial 
zone and foe safe passage. 


Mr. Ross will also propose 
creating a tripartite Israeti- 
Palestini an- American 
Committee for economic 
coordination to help push 
the peace process forward, 
according to foe diplomat. 

In public statements. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has rejected foe American 
plan. Israelis are proposing 
a nine per cent withdrawal 
insisting that more would 
be detrimental to foe coun- 
try's security. The Palestini- 
ans, while expressing deep 
reservations about the U.S. 
proposal, have agreed to 
consider iL 

Israeli officials have pub- 
licly said they would work 
to scuttle the American pro- 
posal. One diplomat said 
that Israel “does not want 
foe Americans to make foe 
proposal public before they 
have a chance to introduce 
adjustments rendering the 
plan acceptable to Israel.” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai on 


Wednesday made a 
counter-proposal to Wash- 
ington in which Israel 
would pull back from 11 
per cent of foe West Bank, 
foe French news agency 
AFP quoting Israeli televi- 
sion reported. 

The television said that 
Mr. Mordechai, who met 
wifo Mr. Ross in Miami, 
Florida, proposed this in 
exchange that Israel does 
not conduct a third pull 
back from the West Bank 
called for in the Oslo 
accords. 

According to news 
reports out of Israel. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu is 
seeking to neutralise and 
appease the right-wing 
extremists who oppose a 
West Bank withdrawal. 

Israel’s daily Ha’aretz 
newspaper said that Mr. 
Netanyahu will attempt 
next week to push a 


(Continued on page 3) 


Lower House committee urges 
government to reconsider 
privatisation plans 


Policeman 
killed, 
another hurt 
in shootout 

AMMAN (Petra) — A police 
officer was killed and another 
wounded in exchange of fire 
between police and two men 
suspected of the trading in fake 
golden statues in foe Irbid gov- 
emorate Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Public 
Security Department (PSD* 
announced that Lieutenant 

Khleif Abdul Hamid Al Arar 
and Lieutenant Khaldoun 
M ohammad All Al Momani 
from the Irbid police depart- 
ment were on duty in foe area of 
Al Hassan Industrial Estate 
with instructions to arrest two 
suspects trying to peddle a fake 
golden statue for which they 
were demanding JDKXX000. 

He said foe police officers 
were looking for 23-year-old 
Jaber M. A and 28-year-old 
Fawaz A A who were wanted 
by foe police for several embez- 
zlement cases. 

The two suspects, said the 
spokesman, opened fire on foe 
two police officers hitting Ll 
M omani wifo four bullets, 
killing him instantly, and 
wounding his colleague whose 
condition was described as sta- 
ble. 

The PSD spokesman said that 
foe two suspects were later 
arrested and their weapons 
seized 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Lower 
House committee on 
Wednesday urged foe gov- 
ernment to create a national 
privatisation strategy to 
govern foe selling of Jor- 
danian public sector firms 
to foreign companies. 

The Financial and Eco- 
nomic Committee at foe 
Low-er House also called on 
foe government to refrain 
from” selling its equity in 
industrial and mineral pub- 
lic firms, a major source for 
hard currency. 

The committee 

spokesman. Deputy Munir 
Sobar. who was addressing 
his colleagues at the special 
session to discuss foe pri- 
vatisation process, request- 
ed the government to 
reconsider foe percentage it 
wants to sell in foe Jordan 
Telecommunications Com- 
pany (JTC). 

The House's debate fol- 
lowed criticism by deputies 
and opposition parties of 
foe government’s privatisa- 
tion process, which was 
part of foe restructuring 
programme which Jordan 
introduced in 1992. 


The plan stipulates selling 
some of foe government’s 
shares in several companies 
such as foe JTC, Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC). Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) and other firms. 

The government has 
invited several international 
firms to buy 40 per cent of 
foe JTC and 33 per cent of 
foe JCFC and be strategic 
partners in these two insti- 
tutions. 

It also has appointed a 
financial advisor to help 
JTC put forward a study on 
the company's financial sit- 
uation. Another advisor 
will be appointed to exam- 
ine foe financial status of 
JCFC. 

Opposition parties, how- 
ever, argue that the process 
endangers foe national 
interests of the country and 
demand foe government put 
an end to foe measures 
taken. 

“The committee believes 
that the JTC's 40 per cent, 
which the government 
intends to sell, is relatively 
high and would like to see 
if it reduced.” Mr. Sobar 
told foe deputies during the 
Wednesday session. 

“The committee also 


expresses concern over the 
intention to gram foe JTC’s 
strategic partner a majority 
in foe firm’s executive 
council which will run foe 
firm.” foe deputy added. 

The committee’s report 
expressed its support for 
the government’s intention 
to privatise foe Kingdom’s 
national carrier, the Aqaba 
Railway Corporation and to 
restructure the transporta- 
tion sector in foe country. 

The report urged foe gov- 
ernment to establish a 
“national company” to run 
the- water projects in foe 
Kingdom. 

The committee also 
called upon the government 
to keep the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company 
tJPMC) and the Arab 
Potash Company (APC) 
under its control and not to 
sell any equity to foreign 
investors in these two com- 
panies. 

In addition, the commit- 
tee urged the government to 
establish a “General Fund” 
where the proceeds 
the privatisation of public 
sector firms will be deposit- 
ed. 

l Continued on page 3) 
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Israel okays renovations at A1 Aqsa 
Mosque, after they’re finished 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i AFP) — IsratJ lifted its 
objections Wednesday to ren- 
ovation by Islamic authorities 
of an ancient prayer hall under 
Al Aqsa Mosque in Arab east 
Jerusalem, but only once the 
ttork had been virtually com- 
pleted. officials said. 

Israeli officials liad threat- 
ened repeatedly over the past 
year to force a halt to renova- 
tion of the underground Mar- 
v.nni prayer hail. 'claiming the 
v.r.rk was unauthorised and in 
v i« nation of a status quo agree- 
ment concerning Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound 

But Wednesday a police 
spokeswoman said Israeli r 
authorities had decided the 
wort could go ahead 


“There was a decision to let 
the renovations proceed as 
along as they are restricted to 
pavement and carpeting." 
Linda Menuchin told AFP. 

She said any other kind of 
construction work at the site 
“would be considered a viola- 
tion of the status quo” and 
Israel could intervene. 

Employees at Al Aqsa said 
work on the Marvvani hall was 
completed and the area I tad 
been open to worshippers for 
months. 

“All we are doing now is 
sealing the paving stones in 
the courtyard above the prayer 
hall." one of the workers told 
AFP. 

The Manvani prayer hall 
pre-dales the .Al Aqsa Mosque. 


built in the eighth century, and 
was used to keep horses dur- 
ing the Crusades in the Middle 
Ages, earning it the nickname 
"Solomon’s Stables." 

The Al Aqsa compound was 
allegedly built on the site of 
the Second Jewish Temple, 
destroyed by the Romans in 
70 AD. The only remaining 
pan of the temple is the West- 
ern Wall. 

Israel insists it has final 
authority over Al Aqsa. which 
is located in Arab east 
Jerusalem, the sector occupied 
and illegally annexed by Israel 
in 1967 aitd which the Pales- 
tinians seek as the capital of a 
future .state. 

But Muslims say the 
mosque compound is under 


the control of the Islamic reli- 
gious authority, the Waqf. 

Building in and around Al 
Aqsa is a volatile issue. 

When Israel's Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
opened an archaeological tun- 
nel at the foot of the com- 
pound in September 1996. 
Muslims erujKed in protest, 
fearing that Jewish militants 
were seeking to undermine the 
mosques and rebuild their 
temple. 

Palestinian street demonstra- 
tions throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip turned 
into running gun battles 
between Israeli troops and 
Palestinian police which left 
more than SO dead, mostly 
Palestinian civilians. 


Israeli defence chief heads to U.S. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
(leaded for the United States 
Wednesday hoping to con- 
vince Washington not to pres- 
sure Israel in the stalled nego- 
tiations with the Palestinians 
ami back its proposal tor a 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 

Mr. Mordechai was due to 
meet Wednesday in Honda 
with the special American 
envoy to the Middle East. 
Dennis Ross, who is then 
scheduled to fly here for a 
round of talk;- aimed at break- 
ing the y ear-old stalemate in 
Israeli-PaJeslinian peace 
efforts, a defence ministry 
spokesman said. 

Following his meeting with 
Mr. Ro>s and a conference of 
Jewish donors to Israel in 
Miami. Mr. Mordechai is 


scheduled to fly to Washing- 
ton where he will meet Friday 
with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Defence Secretary' William 
Cohen, officials said. 

Mr. Mordechai said before 
leaving that he would explain 
to the U.S. officials why Israel 
cannot accept their proposal 
that it hand over an additional 
13 per cent of the West Bank 
to die Palestinians in a series 
of withdrawals required under 
interim peace agreements. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu reiterat- 
ed Tuesday that he was will- 
ing only to carry out one fur- 
ther withdrawal from around 
nine per cent of the West Bank 
and on condition the Palestini- 
ans meet a long list of security 
demands. 


He said that ceding anything 
beyond nine per cent of the 
territory would endanger 
Israel’s security 1 . 

The Palestinians, who now 
have frill or partial control of 
21 per cent of ihe West Bank, 
say interim peace accords 
require Israel to withdraw 
front all but 10 per cent of the 
territory by the middle of this 
year. 

Mr. Ross's mission will be 
to try to bridge the gap and if 
he fails Washington is report- 
edly ready to go public w ith 
its compromise proposals in a 
bid to force concessions from 
both side-. 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Mordechai have been spear- 
heading efforts to convince 
the United State.- not to exert 
such public piessure. 


No guarantees to Israel before 


signing peace — Lebanese PM 


BEIRUT i AFP) — Lebanese 
Prime Minister RaJfic Hariri, 
meeting vjth Germany's top 
oppos'd* m leader Wednesday, 
said Lebanon cannot grant 
Israel security guarantees 
before signing a peace treaty 
v. i tli the Jewish state. 

“As far as there is no peace 
agreement between us and 
Nrael. Israel cannot ask 
Lebanon to be bound to make 
security arrangements and 
security crx.iper.uinn." Mr. 
Hariri said. 

"It there is a peace agree- 
ment. through this agreement 
v.e will cooperate in many 
r’ .Mils the security will be 
one of them." lie said during a 
lunch m the honour of Gerhard 
Scbcoedvr. he.nl of Germany's 
v'jon Six id Democratic 
r v.r. arrived here earlier 

I."* k!;i>. 

I -raj! recentiy proposed to 
implement the 197S U.N. 
Sjjurir. Council Resolution 


425 calling for Israel’s pullout 
from south Lebanon on condi- 
tion the Beirut government 
lake control of the area and 
prevent cross-border guerrilla 
attacks. 

Lebanon and its patron Sy ria 
have rejected the Israeli feel- 
ers. saving Resolution 425 
requires Israel's immediate 
and unconditional w ithdrawal. 

Mr. Hariri reiterated chut 
Lebanon and Syria w ere ready 
to sign a peace accord with 
Israel within three months 
once it pulls out from south 
Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights, occupied in l%7 and 
illegally annexed in ;%!. 

“If Israel does not make 
peace with as. we will contin- 
ue to ask everybody to push 


i.-roei 


lower., tee re... a 


pr jeess... and v. e «re doing our 
best to reach a peace agree- 
ment with Israel." Mr. Hariri 
said. 

“But we will onlv be 


accountable to our people. 
Israel wants us to be account- 
able toward Israel and wc can- 
not do that." he said, referring 
to the Israeli demand for secu- 
rity guarantees. 

Mr. Hariri told Mr. Schroed- 
er the "future is not certain in 
Israel and the future of our 
cliiidren is not certain, so we 
want to gel rid of tills situation. 
We want to Ihe in peace." 

Mr. Schroeder. v.hu will 
challenge Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in September elections, 
said he was ‘aware of the diffi- 
cult positions existing in the 
region... but Europe takes z 
-tr -:;g i'.Leu-: ::: peace { 

in the region. 

“Germany is in no way 
underesti trailing :lic role .t the 
U.S. ; in iiv MidJI-j be-st peace 
procc— |. but we still think that 
ex cry thing v.c do in die eco- 
nomic field can give a founda- 
tion to make peace develop in 
the region.” he -aid. 


Arafat, Syrian 
FM meet on 
sidelines of 
conference 


CAIRO i AFPi — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat had rare 
talks here late Tuesday with 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
Ai Sharaa on the sidelines of an 
Arab foreign ministers' confer- 
ence ;o discuss deadlocked 
Arab-J-raeli peace negotiations. 

Mr. ArafaL whose relations 
with Syria have been strained 
sir.ee the IW Israel (-Palestin- 
ian peace accords, discussed 
with Mr. Snaraa “the peace 
process and Lsraeli policies 
towards it." a Palestinian offi- 
cial said after ihe meeting. 

Mr. .Arafat met Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI .Assad in 1 9% 
on tire sidelines of an Arab 
summit hosted by Egypt in 
Cairo. 

Earlier on Tuesday. Mr. 
Arafat called for an urgent Arab 
summit to demand Israeli 
implementation c*f U.N. resolu- 
tions and appealed for iniema- 
tion.ii protection for his people 
against Israeli "attacks.” 

The twice -yearly conference 
has been largely devoted to 
Israel-bashinc becaase of the 
deadlock in the peace process 
which me Arab countries blame 
on the policies of hardline 
Israeli Prime Minster 
Benyamin Nctrmahu. 

Meanwhile. the Arab foreign 
minl-:ers denounced state- 
ment- by Isrceii Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai who 
said Lebanon would suffer the 
CAmequences of rejecting on 
I-raei: offer to pull cut from 
south Lebanon. 

“These threals are categori- 
cal!} rejected by u!S the Arabs, 
nor v.n)y Lebanon. Tne Arab 
minister* ore absolutely furious 
about the policies Jof 
N’emr- ahu • or.d res prov ocuitv c 
and aggressive suaeniauLs." Mr. 
Sharaa ::.’d reporter*. 



IRANIAN PILGRIMS IN IRAQ: Iranian pilgrims perform prayers Wednesday at Imam Afi 
Tomb in the holy city of Ntyaf, 160 kilometres south of Baghdad. Ten years after the end 
of the Iran-lraq war, Iranian pilgrims are returning to Iraq In such large numbers that 
hotels in this Shiite Muslim holy city have started putting up signs in Peraan l AFP photo) 


Iran says pilgrims harassed on Hajj 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran said on 
Wednesday that its pilgrims in 
Saudi .Arabia had been 
harassed and urged Saudi 
authorities to prevent what it 
called provocations against 
Iranian pilgrims. 

“The superintendent of the 
Iranian Hajj pilgrims. Hoja- 
toleslam Mohammad 

Mohammadi RevshahrL. crit- 
icised the harassment of the 
Iranian pilgrims by ‘certain 
suspicious and backward ele- 
ments' at the Holy Shrine of 
Prophet Mohammad [in Med- 
ina]." the official news agency 
IRNA reported. 

"According to reports a 
number of' suspicious ele- 
ments. in an organised manner 
in the past few days, have 
insulted Iranian pilgrims at the 
Holy Shrine of the Prophet- 


seizing their Holy Korans and 
prayer books forcefully. In 
some cases they have also 
forced out Iranian pilgrims 
from the Holy Shrine." DINA 
said. 

It did not elaborate on the 
reports or say who the "suspi- 
cious elements" were. 

Iranian Radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. said Mr. Reysbahri 
urged Saudi authorities to be 
vigilant "in the Face of divisive 
actions by certain bigoted ele- 
ments in that country" who 
"stand to lose from close ties 
between the two great coun- 
tries of Iran and Saudi Arabia.” 

"We have consistently tried 
through discussions and by 
achieving understanding with 
the relevant Saudi Arabian 
authorities to perform our reli- 


gious duties in such a way as 
to avoid creating any prob- 
lems," he was quoted as say- 
ing- 

“In exchange, we expect the 
Saudi government to exercise 
vigilance and to prevent the 
continuation of provocations 
by certain elements,” he 
added. 

IRNA said Mr. Reyshahri 
"called for ralrn and patience 
on the part of the Iranian pil- 
grims in the face of such mali- 
cious efforts.” 

Iranian television said on 
Wednesday that more than 
41.000 Iranian pilgrims, out of 
around 70,000 who perform 
the Hajj every year, have 
already arrived in the Saudi 
Kingdom, but did not mention 
the repeated comments by Mr. 
Reyshahri. 


Manisa students released pending final verdict 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — A 
Turkish court Wednesday 
released five high school stu- 
dents pending its final ver- 
dict in the infamous human 
rights case of the "Children 
of Manisa.” the .Anatolian 
news agency reported. 

The State Security Court 
in Izmir twest) ordered their 
release in the opening ses- 
sion of a retrial of a total of 
10 students from the western 
town of Manisa. 

The five other students had 


been released earlier. 

The Izmir State Security 
Court had sentenced the stu- 
dents to prison terms of up to 
twelve and a half years for 
membership of an outlawed 
organisation more than two 
years ago. 

The verdict was over- 
turned by the Court of 
Appeals in January- on the 
grounds of sloppy investiga- 
tions. and a retrial ordered. 

The students claimed they 
had been tortured by police 


after their detention in 
December 1995 and their 
statements had been extract- 
ed under duress. 

But 10 policemen charged 
with torturing the students 
were acquitted by a Manisa 
court earlier this month on 
grounds of insufficient evi- 
dence. 

The case of the Children of 
Manisa has become a sym- 
bol for human rights viola- 
tions in Turkey. 


Hrawi wants presidency open to all Lebanese 


BEIRUT • AFP) — Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi said he 
hoped that the presidency, 
currently monopolised by the 
Christian Maronite sect, 
becomes available to 
Lebanese from all confes- 
sions. Beirut newspapers 
reported Wednesday. 

Mr. Hrawi said he hoped 
that "anyone carrying a 
Lebanese identity card... 
could in the future access the 


presidency." 

He said he was also “strong- 
ly in favour of seeing the pres- 
ident elected directly by the 
people." 

According to the political 
confessional system in 
Lebanon, the president should 
be a Christian Maronite, the 
prime minister a Sunni Mus- 
lim and the house speaker a 
Shiite Muslim. The president 
is elected by the parliament. 


The Lebanese cabinet 
approved last week a bill sub- 
mitted by Mr. Hrawi to allow 
ch.il marriage ceremonies in 
the country, but the text must 
still be approved by the parlia- 
ment in order to become law. 

The move angered Muslim 
and Christian clergymen from 
various denominations who 
fear that it could curtail their 
powers. 


U.N. 

concerned 
by arrest 
of Iraqi 
Kurds in 
Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
LIN. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) told the 
Iranian authorities of ns 
"grave concern” for Iraqi 
Kurd refugees, members of 
the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP), who have been 
arrested here.” the agency said 
Wednesday. 

The UNHCR said about 20 
people were arrested during 
the past two months in (Ik 
northwestern Iranian region 
of Oruraiyeh and in Karaj, 
near Tehran. 

These people have refugee 
status and for this reason, the 
UNHCR has gone to the Iran- 
ian interior ministry to discuss 
the matter, tire agency said. 

The refugees are also the 
representatives in Iran of the 
KDP. one of the two main 
Iraqi Kurdish factions. 

One Iraqi Kurd arrested 
died in murky circumstances 
during his detention and Ms 
body has been given to his 
family at Ziveh. near Oru- 
miyeh, the UNHCR said 
Iran hosts about 30.000 
refugees of Iraqi-Klrrcfish ori- 
gin in camps in the northwest 
of the country and other 
60,000 elsewhere in Iran. 

Most of these Iraqi Kurds 
come from areas under KDP 
control. The Iranian press 
reported last week that sever- 
al KDP representatives in Iran 
were arrested for spying for 
Turkey and Israel. 

They include Sabri Sarvish. 
one of the main advisors of 
KDP chief Massoud Barzani, 
die newspapers reported 
without saying how many 
Iraqi Kurds were arrested or 
where the arrests took place. 

. The Iranian press said the 
suspects admitted spying for 
Israel and Turkey and "spread 
false information with the 
objective of destroying Iran- 
ian-Turidsh relations.” 
Relations between Iran and 
the KDP have deteriorated 
with tiie KDP accusing the 
Islamic republic of supporting 
the rival Kurdish faction in 
northern Iraq, the Patriotic 
Ifaion of Kurdistan (PUKJ. 

The Iranian authorities have 
criticised the KDP for its 
alliance with the Turkish mil- 
itary, which makes mansions 
into northern Iraq to pursue 
the anti-Ankara Turkish Kur- 
dish Labour Party. Northern 
Iraq has escaped Baghdad's 
authority since the end of the 
1991 Gulf war and is con- 
trolled by the KDP and PUK. 
which have clashed sporadi- 
cally since 1994. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 
I4:1'J .. Coeism — The Adien- 
:jv- < if Dinky O's 
! 4:3ft D* «. — The Animal Sho* 

15:60 French Programmes 

I7HH) ~ NBA 

1N:00 Dr;.rr.r —The Burned Bridge 

I^HUi Lc Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — A 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22:00 News in Ene’ish 

22 JO Mini-series: It ipr. 1i ■ 

23:10 ..Comedy — The Nanny 
23-JO Er.J.'t T.\. 


PRAYER TIMES 


Ti-ire’-Crochus 

04:11 

F.rr 

New > Headlines 

05:28 

i Sunny;' Oulu 

1*1:35 Comedy — Bic Brother 

11:41 

... Dhchr 


15:11 - . 

- 'A>r 

2th'J0 Drama — The Great 

17:54 

Maghreb 

P.-m iJfiees 

19:12 



Church nf Presentation. Sw«- 

fieh Td. 5* Cl) 1 46 

The I niatc Catholic Church 

TeL -lh 24757 

The English- La rrauan? 
Catholic Parish TeL 46!4!-’" 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4/\> ;, 52 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 77t 55 1 


Dr. Khalil Jbali ... 
Dr. VtotfMU&ri - 
Dn YroTRxiad _ 


WEATHER 


20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn, the 

Medicine Woman 

21:10 77i j Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 — N'ev.', in English 

22:25 Feature film — “Hostage 

{’> c ,i Day” 

23:59 Comedy — Never The 
T.:!v.;si 

•juju End of 

T..X 


CHURCHES 


riday Programmes 

4:10 CjnuT — The Aihuntures 

: TvxiJ; R’J'.fin 

4:30 Wishbone 

5:00 French Programmes 

7:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

7:30 D».v. — Blue Water 
frjamtfig 

8:00 ....Tanizan 

9:00 Le Journal 

9:15 Educational Programme 
- Alb U Terra 

9:30 News Headline* 

9^35 - Friends 

IhUO Documentary — Life on 
;•_* Internet 

3:30 The American Chart Show 
hit! The Adrarcrc* nf B inx> C ounty 


Sl Marx of Nazareth Church 
Swdfich. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies nf God Church TeL 
40327*5 

St Joseph Church Td. 40245- * » 
Terra Suncta Church Td. 
4622300 

Anglican Church Tel 
4024853/4024* 1 ! . 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodnv 
Church Tel. 775755. 

.Amman International Church 
Tel. W «5Ry‘ 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 56W? i-i 
The Evangelical Luca! Church 
in .Amman Td. x ( ; 2v5 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Td. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at Dc la 
SaHe College Td- 56b i 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Td. 
4623541 


Pullt fin \!t;\iiicd hv ,'/.>• Drron- 
nun: > r.-IcT}' 

Sunny and warn v.eaiher eun- 
diii.ms v.ii! prex.uJ v.ith lem- 
cerature*- rising signilletmtly 
ar.J xxtndi seuth easterly mrj- 
erate in aeri.e. In Aqaba, i; 
v. ill Ik* si;nny aid -.xjnn. v- intis 
nnnherly j-tae. and '•ea* 
calm. 


Firas pharmacy 

Kerdows phai-macy ._ 
VJ . Wvma pharmacy . 
Naimukh pharmacy . 
Al Salam pharmacy . 
tactmh pharmacy .... 
Shmeisanj pharmacy 

.Najib pharmacy 

LRrifTb 

Dr. .Ahmad Qanu 

.U Quds pharmacy .. 
ZARQA: 

Dr. WaSd Halaseh . 
Khafifeh pharmacy .. 


....74074U 
_ S,734? 

Jordan Televisinn 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordon 7741 1 1 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
*02)27 "’27 < i 

>~57u; 

Water Authority 5680100 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hi>spitai 

56niOi2 

...T7»336 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power O, 463638 1 

AQABA: 

—(02)247100 

.46.-7055 

462:672 

RJ Flight In formal ion.. 44-53200 
Queen AIij Ir.d. Airpnn ..44-53200 

Princess 

(03)514111 

Hava Hospital 


19^0 

23H» 

01:00 

01»9 

03:00 


Moscow- (RJ » 

lnmaca(RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

■ -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


19^0.. 
20:00. 
20 JO 
20-.50 


.Lamaca(RJ) 


Jeddah (add) (RJl 


Jeddah (add) (RJ) 
Cairo (RJ) 


.4630730 
.4/144945 
. 4/s.s7liOn 

...S4”fr32 


HOSPITALS 


- .2S14S4 

i—) 


...9X27\JQ 


AMMAN: 

Tie Arab Centre for Hem and Sp;- 
riol Surgery 5921 

The Mamie. AhdH 5066131/7 

Hissein Medical Centre TeL S36S13. 
.S56S56 

LuemiLi 4630 1 95 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QLTENALLA 
EVTERNATION.AL 
.AIRPORT 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 

Aqaha 

Deserts 

Jordan Yalk»> 


1 4 2* 
; ; i.it; 

.1I.V2: 


n. ixl C r. *.-• •! Centre 4b3?l 1 i 

Ci.m Ccfsis DLTxratun -5661 1 1 1 
Ci-it Defer.-j Imniediate Re^- 

v-jj 

Cvr.. Defenci En’crgencv lw 

* ’1-721 ) ! !. 4637^7 

F;:j Brieai-x- 4617101 

Bi'Vd Berk- ”5121 

Hirir.va\ P.xlv....- W3402 


'ius! v tJ,i>'s h;::i J 

Frfrjs.- 

cmpcraturcs: Amnun 14. 

Pariie Sesurtr. , 

.Aqaba 22 Hu'tiidio re.vjmu'*. 

Ho‘cj 0“iL:r. 

Amman 5" per cent. Aqy ha 32 

Pn-eC. mpl-r.; 

per cent. 

r.gel 

Air.ir-r. Mur.; 

USEFUL 

rljrnl* 

TELEPHONE 

Te'.erh r: !x‘ r 

NUMBERS 

ry 2 ^-:>U*--v' . 
Chcrvo.> Calls., 

NIGHT DITY 

Cerira' Ar:ra— n 

AMMAN: 

Repairs 

Da junta Alxr Dhiab .JTSfMa 

Abtiai: Tel. Rep; 


.JW5S0U 


hli7> Com- 

7S71II 

:on i direvti*- 

121 

.. .-...0IU230 


Khalidi Maternity, 46442SD6 

.Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Maihas J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine. Shmd.vini ....5607071 
Sh me i son i Hospital ....^669131 

Unru-r-rty Hospital ,645645 

AS-Miii-'her Hospital 5667227,*') 

Al-Ahli, AKLtli 5664 164/6 

Italian. Al-Mnfvijrjcn 777 10 W 

A I- Bashir. 7751 ! 1/26 

Army. Murkj 591611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 2*674(55 

Z.ARQA: 

Zorq.i Gmvl Hr*spu u l 

(09i9S3323 

Zarqj National Hospital 

«09i900560 

Ihn Sma Hospital (0 C »|9J<6732 

Al Hikma Modem H* *>piiaJ 

iWi990990 

IRBID: 

FVmeess Basina Hospital 

<02)275555 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at ihe Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 when; it should 
always txr \crified. 

Information on other flights arc 
supplied on phnne 44 152700) or 
44(53250). 


Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh /SV) 

14:10 Shariqah (AH) 

15:00 Doha(QR) 

15:2 ® — Muscat, Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai i EK i 

16:30 — . — -Rome (AZ) 

■ — -Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 


21:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flights 

00J5 — Amsterdam (KL) 

G3ri)0 Athens (OA) 


.. — t ._.... ISRmCHJ 

.LohBon. Beiiui 


06:40 Beirut, London (BA) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

11:20 London (BA) 

14:45 Riyadh (SV) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ I Flights 

OS; ML —Sanaa (RJ) 

08i25 — Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran.RiyjafluRJi 

09-JO . — New Delhi (RJ) 

1CH05 MuscaL Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 -Beirut (RJ ) 

!0: 15 J>?ha, Bahrain iRJ l 

10^0 — Colombo ( RJ) 

15:00 —New York. Anwodam (RJi 

-London (RJ) 

I ? :00 ^Jeddah (add) ( RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

!S:05.w Kuwait (RJ) 

18:55 -Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
19:05.... Abu Dhabi. Al "Ain (RJ) 


Royal Wings <RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:43 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QALA) (RW) 

09a0 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

18i30 Amman (QALA) (RW) 

21:20 -Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW 


15:00 Algiers (AH) 

15:55 Doha (QRJ 


16^20 —Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 
17:00 -..MuscaL Dubai (EK) 

17:30 — — JRomefAZ) 

21^0 .Tel Aviv (LY) 


21:40 


..Cairo (MS) 


*=00 Beirut (ME) 


departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

JJ* 2 ? — -...Beirut (RJ) 

:°:1 ? - Moscow (Rj) 

lthSO-.-Abu Dhobi, Al ‘.^n (RJ) 
UriJO Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

11:10 — --Aqaba. Paris iRJ) 

11:30 ....Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:00 — Jeddah (add; (Rj) 

12 HK — 

12:15 

I 2 C 0 .™ 


Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:4S Amman (Maria Airpcrt) (RW) 
0&I5., .Aqaba (KW) 


..Kuwait (RJ) 
..London iRJ) 
..Athens (RJi 


09*30 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
1&45 Amman (Marka Aitpo^ 
(RW) 

17^5 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


2°*-30 .... Amman iQAIAHRW) 
21^0 Aqaba (RW) 
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PRINCESS BASMA 
OPENS SPORTS 
HALL: Her Royal 
Highness Princess 
Basma Wednesday 
attends a special cer- 
emony held at Um A1 
Hussein Orphanage 
to mark Mother's 
Day. Princess Basma 
opened a sports hall, 
which was recently 
constructed to enable 
the orphanage chil- 
dren to participate in 
sports and physical 
fitness exercises 
(Petra photo) 



Growing number of country’s poor 
facing increasingly difficult livelihoods 


By Nadia Mukhfis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 36-year-old 
unemployed Jordanian told 
interrogators be killed his wife 
and four children because he 
lost hope of being able to sup- 
port his family. 

Bui this recent grizzly murder 
has highlighted the growing 
problem of poverty in the King- 
dom of 42 million people. 

According to figures released 
recendy by Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad 
Mamser, one million Jordanians 
are living in absolute poverty — 
struggling to provide daily 
bread. 

The current figures reflect a 
nearly 50 per cent rise since 
1992 in the number of Jordani- 
ans feeing poverty, social work- 
ers said 

Most alarming, poverty — 
and its by-products illiteracy 
and malnutr ition — are increas- 
ing, they added 

“Hunger and destitution are 
no longer an unknown phenom- 
enon in our society" said a 
social worker at the state-run 

'Evayday;. we encounter tens 
of' examples' 'offers, desfi- 
hi^'^uhgry ‘and poor~ It ; 
makes one ready wonder where 
society is heading." - 

Mr. Mamser said JD140 mil- 
lion was spent last year by the 
government and the private sec- 
tor to help the poor. 

The government insists that it 
supports over 25 per cent of fee 
poor wife monthly aid geared to 
the number in fee family. 

But many social workers say 
fee government appears to lade 


a comprehensive strategy to 
help ease poverty, which 
increased after the country 
launched IMF-directed eco- 
nomic reforms. 

“Apart from poverty, we have 
two. major challenges — fee 
handicapped poor and 
orphans," said Mr. Mamser. 

Only 20,000 of Jordan’s 
130,000 handicapped are being 
looked after, while 42320 of fee 
up to 80,000 orphans are receiv- 
ing donations. 

The roots of poverty in Jor- 
dan, a country wife few natura l 
resources, are diverse. It is bur- 
dened by huge foreign debts and 
also suffers from a population 
growth of 3.4 per cent a year, 
among the world’s highest 

In addition, fee country, wife 
up to 25 per cent of its labour 
force unemployed according to 
independent estimates, had an 
influx of possibly 300,000 
returning Jordanians because of 
fee 1990-91 Gulf war. 

These returnees helped create 
a construction boom but put 
pressure on prices and strained 
social sendees in a country 
where per capita income is esti- 
mated at $1,420 a year. 

■ The" government “has 
remained quiet on the permit- 
age of Jordanians living in 
abject poverty, a condition in 
which persons cannot even sat- 
isfy baric needs such as food, 
clothing and shelter. According 
to 1992 figures, 53 per cent of 
Jordanians fell into this catego- 
ry 

Official figures show that the 
govemorate of Mafiaq has fee 
highest percentage of poor, 293 
per cent of its residents, fol- 
lowed by the Karak gover- 


n orate, with 103 per cent 

One mother of II, Um Hus- 
sein, said she wished for death 
because she was unable to pro- 
vide fee baric needs for her fam- 
ily. “We are stru gg ling for life 
everyday. Why should we want 
to live?" she told the Jordan 
Times outride the NAF 
entrance. 

“My unemployed husband 
once found a pharmacy pre- 
scription in the street and began 
using it to beg and get us 
money,” she said. 

Shamma, 50. said she and her 
unemployed husband live with 
1 0 children in a two-room house 
feat rests on cement blocks and 
car wheels and is covered by a 
roof made from pieces of tin. 

“We live on what some of our 
neighbours give us. Food or 
clothes and even water,” said 
the haggard, white-haired 
wo man. She said her deaf hus- 
band, who worked as a porter 
until forced to stop because of 
sickness, was about 60. 

Samir Ahmad, 1 1, said he was 
forced to drop out of school to 
help his family, a common case 
for many boys of his age. 

“My father is a rick diabetic 
and my mother cannot go out to 
wptk, because she has to look 
dfter rify seven brothers and sis- 
ters," said fee street vendor. 

“I had to leave school because 
it requires clothes, pencils, 
books and notebooks, which we 
could not afford." 

Heavy bureaucracy and occa- 
sional favouritism have compli- 
cated efforts to target the poor, 
said a ministry official 

‘Toot and needy families 
have to undergo a societal 
investigation and complete 


paper work that includes pass- 
ing through several institutions 
and ministries," be said. “It 
takes a long time .” 

“We also lack figures on 
poverty, especially in the south- 
ern parts of the country, to be 
able to help those who are in 
real need of help" added the 
official. 

In fee last three years, bursts 
of unrest in several southern 
cities were linked to growing 
poverty and unemployment. 

The NAF. helping 30J.XX) 
families, said it was looking into 
plans to raise fee ceiling of 
monthly hand-outs to over 
JD60. 

The Zakat (Alms) Fund, 
supervised by the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
cares for over 500 orphans, pay- 
ing them JD223 a month. 

It is planning to set up voca- 
tional training school to help 
educate them and ensure future 
jobs. 

Independent agencies .have 
estimated that over 20 per cent 
of Jordanian children under 12 
now suffer from malnutrition. 
They also reported feat illiteracy 
among women and children 
working as street vendors are 
increasing. 

Hopes for immediate benefits 
from Jordan’s peacemaking 
wife brad have faded Instead, 
the poor, looking to Muslim 
charities for aid are fertile 
ground for fundamentalists 
questioning the status quo. 

“We receive nothing from the 
government, but we receive 
JD20 a month from the 
mosque." Shamma said “God 
is great. He does not forget us.” 


AI issues appeal on behalf of man sentenced to death 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amnesty International 
has issued an appeal on behalf of a man 
sentenced to death earlier this month and 
urged human rights activists to appeal to 
His Majesty King Hussein and fee govern- 
ment to commute the sentence. 

Mustafa Abdul Mustafa, 47, was origi- 
nally sentenced to life in prison on March 
16, 1997, for the February 1996 murder of 
HeigarAli.44. 

According to court documents, Abdul 
Mustafa, a self-described bealex, was visit- 
ed on the day of fee incident by the victim, 
a long-time acquaintance, for medication. 
The documents claim Abdul Mustafa 
killed Ali, a nurse and mother of four, by 


poisoning her drink. After disposing of the 
body, he took the gold she was wearing 
and sold it for JD 805, the court said. 

Upon review of the case, however, fee 
Court of Cassation returned it to the Crim- 
inal Court and asked for a tougher penalty. 
On March 3, the court, after a 20- minute 
session, sentenced Abdul Mustafa, this 
time, to death. 

In a recent statement made available to 
the Jordan Times, AI urged activists to 
send appeals to the King and the govern- 
ment to commute the sentence to “a more 
h umane form of p unishme nt." 

“Amnesty International does not con- 
done violent crime and recognises the role 


of governments in bringing perpetrators of 
such crimes to justice. However, the organ- 
isation considers the death penaLry to be the 
ul timate cruel, inhuman, and degrading 
treatment and a violation of the right to life, 
as enshrined in fee Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights,” the statement said. 

The organisation expressed its uncondi- 
tional opposition to fee death penalty, 
which “has never been shown to have a 
unique deterrent effect." 

AI also recommended feat those submit- 
ting appeals ask that the death penalty be 
discontinued in Jordan by the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. 


what’s going 


FILMS 

* “Divine Words" at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman on 
Thursday at 430 pun. 

* ‘The Italian Artist Gutruso 
— 1912” at Darat AI Funun. 
Jabal Wdbdeh on Thursday at 
530 pjn. (presented and com- 
mented on in Arabic by Dr. 
Mnzen Asfour). 

* “Apollo 13" at fee American 
Center, Abdoun, on Thursday at 
5:00 pm. 

AMMAN 

INTERNATIONAL 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 

Thursday 

* Palestinian play “Deaths and 
the Maiden" and Jordanian 

play “The Memory of Three 
Boxes" at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 730 pm and 9*X) 
pjn. respectively. 

Friday 

* Palestinian play “Eed Qan- 
deel" at Osama Mashini Theatre 
at 6:00 pjn. 

* Palestinian play “Death and 
the Maiden” and Jordanian play 
‘The Memory of Three Boxes” 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
730 pm and 9^0 pm respec- 


Student bloc urges election law 
repeal following sweeping wins 


Saturday 

* Jccdarrian play “A Roaming 
of Self’ at the AhEyyah School 
for Girts. Jabal Amman at 11:00 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings on handmade 
paper at Noor AI Hussein Foun- 
dation, off Wadi Saqra Sl (TcL 
5699141/2), until April 25. 

* “Colours of Life” at 
Books@Cafo (TeL 837931/2), 
until March 31. 

* Works by late Iraqi artist 
Sedtfiq Ahmad at Hammurabi 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 
5695027X until March 29. 

* Works by Sana’ Kayyali at 
Orient Gallery, Shmcisani (TeL 
5681303/4), until March 26. 
(Proceeds will goto AJQudsAl 
Sharif Defending Association). 

* Works by Jordanian artist 
Yousef Baddawi at Darat AI 
Funun, Jabal Wdbdeh, until 
April 9 (TeL 464325172). Also 
displaying a private collection of 
Mamdouh Bisharal entitled “A 
Vision, An Identity” and works 
by contemporary Arab artists — 
“The New Cbllection.” 


AMMAN (J.T) — The admin- 
istration of the University of 
Jordan (UJ) should reconsider 
the “one-person, one-vote” 
election system in view of 
Islamists' securing the majority 
of seats after the student coun- 
cil elections, according to Mo'- 
tassem Abu Dam, a prominent 
Islamist student leader and 
bead of the last year’s student 
council. 

Despite the new, controver- 
sial electoral system — alleged 
by many as specifically direct- 
ed against the Islamists’ hold 
on the council — the Islamist 
bloc and allied student candi- 
dates won 51 out of 80 seats in 
Monday’s elections. The 
nationalists along with the 
independents bagged the other 
29 seats. 

During an address to a large 
crowd of supporters in front of 
fee university administration 
building, Islamist student lead- 
ers thanked them for giving the 
bloc a majority while alleging 
thai fee new voting system 
threatened to split the student 
community along ethnic and 
tribal lines. 


“For the first time since the 
inception of elected student 
councils, the students were 
being influenced by family, 
ethnic and tribal pressures to 
voce for specific candidates. 
This clearly demonstrates the 
harm that the new ‘one-person, 
one vote’ system can do to the 
student community," Mr. Abu 
Darn told Jordan Times. 

“Despite this new law, they 
[the administration] have not 
managed to deny us [the 
Islamist bloc] a majority in the 
council. So for the good of the 
university and the entire stu- 
dent community, we urge them 
to repeal this law. It can do a lot 
of ham to the unity of fee stu- 
dent body” he said. 

The dean of Student Affairs, 
Salman Bdour, could not be 
reached for comment 

Islamists have completely 
dominated the student council 
at fee University of Jordan 
since its inception in 1990. 
However; fee results from this 
■ year do not match the hold they 
had over the council last year, 
when they controlled 71 out of 
80 seats. 


National agricultural strategy 
through 2010 ready — Khreisha 


DAMASCUS (Peuai — Jor- 
dan has finalised a national 
agricultural development strat- 
egy for the country through the 
year 2010, Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mijhem Khreisha 
announced here Wednesday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a regional conference 
on agricultural production held 
in Damascus by the Rome- 
based U-N. Food and Agricul- 
ture Oiganisation iFAO). the 
minister said FAO experts 
helped the Kingdom draw up 
the strategy and will assist the 
country in meeting its goals. 

An estimated $460 million, 
including SI 57 million from 
the private sector, will be 


invested in agricultural pro- 
duction during this period, said 
the minister. 

The strategy, he noted, is in 
line with the resolutions of fee 
World Food Summit last year 
and calls for certain steps to 
enable the country to become 
self-sufficient in food produc- 
tion. 

Through this strategy, the 
government hopes to address 
poverty; ensure food security, 
protea natural resources and 
the environment, reduce the 
unemployment rate, create 
jobs for the residents of rural 
regions, and involve rural 
women in food production 
processes. 


FAO experts visited Jordan 
last Match and April, and 
helped the country finalise fee 
work on fee plan, according to 
Mr. Khreisha. 

Among the main obstacles 
facing Jordan in its struggle to 
achieve food security is the 
scarcity of water resources and 
poor rainfall, snowstorms, and 
droughts, be said, adding that 
such natural disasters create 
food crises for the people of the 
rural regions, especially those 
who raise sheep. 

Along with the majority of 
Third World countries, Jordan 
is struggling wife the problem 
of ensuring food security, the 
minister said, and there is no 


alternative to seeking assis- 
tance from specialist 
international organisations to 
help them implement pro- 
grammes to provide food for 
fee growing population. 

Mr. Khreisha criticised coun- 
tries that link economic and 
social development with politi- 
cal stands, saying feat there can 
be no justice when food is 
employed as a tool for political 
ends. 

Mr. Khreisha said women in 
rural regions play a key role in 
food production and therefore 
deserve to enjoy the same 
social, economic and political 
status as men in all communi- 


IAF assembling committee to defend Ma’an detainees 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The influential Islamic 
Action Fronr (IAF) party is putting 
together a team of lawyers to defend over 
20 defendants who will be tried by the 
state security court for their pan in last 
month's pro-Iraq unrest in Ma’an. 

In a statement earlier this week, the 
IAF said it was in contact wife other 
opposition groups to win backing for 
their effort ro enable the defendants, w ho 
are mostly poor, to receive legal support 
during the trial, wfeich is expected to start 
soon. 

“The law stipulates feat every defen- 
dant is entitled to legal council, and this 
commission, which aims at dealing with 
citizens' rights and freedom, will be set 
to do exactly that." Abdul Latif ArabiyaL 
IAF secretary general, said. 

Hamzeh Mansour, a member of fee 
IAF Shura Council, said an LAF commit- 
tee is contacting committees of other par- 
ties to coordinate work chi fee commis- 
sion, which comprises several lawyers 
who will “study fee cases of all detainees 
and help set up a defence team to deal 


wife legal matters during the trial." 

Police clashed with people in Ma'an 
on Feb. 20 after fee government banned 
all protests and rallies. The clashes lasted 
for two days and resulted in fee death of 
one man, Mohammed Khatib. 22, and 
fee injury of more than 20 others. 

Government officials said fear of fee 
over 200 people who were arrested on 
suspicion of inciting and taking part in 
fee unrest, IS remained in detention 
pending trial by fee State Security Court 

According to Ma’an Deputy Waleed 
Awajan, around 25 detainees are still in 
jail facing charges of illegal assembly, 
while security forces are still arresting 
people in conjunction wife fee riots. 

“We asked for fee release of all 
detainees and thanks ro His Majesty 
King Hussein, 29 were released, and 
soon after HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
ordered the release of 21 more," he said, 
adding feat those released were not 
found to be bave been implicated in the 
Ma’an incidents. 

The first group of detainees was 
released on March 10, and the second 
group was released five days later. 

“We believe feat fee detainees, held 


now for more than five weeks, are inno- 
cent of all charges filed against them." 
Mr. Awajan said He added feat he and 
his fellow Ma’an deputies have made it a 
priority to call on the government to 
release the rest of the detainees, reopen 
the case file and to form a committee of 
experts to fully investigate fee unrest and 
to determine fee parties behind it 
“The government should hold account- 
able all "those who abused their authori- 
ty... and they should look deeper into fee 
cause of such an event,” he added 
On several occasions. Lower House 
deputies have pressed the government to 
release all Ma'an detainees, while 13 
signed a petition calling for a House ses- 
sion to look into the impeachment of 
Minister of Interior Naihir Rashid for his 
handling of the protests. 

Earlier this week, representatives of 
Jordan's 13 opposition parties issued a 
statement 1 demanding feat the govern- 
ment halt all measures that infringe on 
fee people’s basic rights, the release of all 
detainees held in conjunction with the 
Ma'an affair and holding those responsi- 
ble for fee death of Khatib accountable 
for their actions. 


Crown Prince denies receiving Israeli redeployment draft plan 


(Continued from page 1) 

clarifications made in a letter to 
Prince Hassan following his 
recent threats. 

Replying to a question con- 
cerning the Paiestinian-Israeti 
peace track. Prince Hassan 
said “Jordan is not a mediator 
nor does it represent any party 
but it is concerned wife open- 
ing a Palestinian-lsraeli dia- 
logue that would benefit fee 
Arab Nation.” 

“While Jordan is keen on 
protecting the independent 
Palestinian identity, Jordan will 
never accept any political or 
security moves taken at the 


expense of the Kingdom's piv- 
otal role in the Tgion.” 
stressed fee Crown Prince. 

Regarding peace with Israel 
he said that he supports peace 
with Israel provided each part)’ 
secures its own rights but not tf 
based on sheer ideological 
considerations. 

Replying to a question on 
Jordan's position regarding fee 
settlement of refugees. Prince 
Hassan said: “Jordan adopts a 
firm stand vis-a-vis this ques- 
tion and is demanding that fee 
refugees have fee right to com- 
pensation or repatriation." 

Asked about Jordan's partic- 
ipation in fee Israeli-U.S.- 


Turidsh military exercises 
early this year. Prince Hassan 
said: "By sending a single 
array officer to the exercises 
Jordan wanted to retain ties 
with Turkey." 

Prince Hassan called on the 
countries of the region to adopt 
a new policy based on dialogue 
which can safeguard their 
respective interests and prevent 
any Balkan) sation of the 
region, adding that the ques- 
tion of water in fee region can 
only be solved through region- 
al integration and quiet diplo- 
macy and dialogue. 

Prince Hassan described the 
Gulf war as to have broken fee 


nation's back saying thai “we 
are now facing fee conse- 
quences of that war." 

Asked if the shadow of war 
in die Gulf is over, fee Crown 
Prince said: “I don’t think so 
because the issue has been 
internationalised and was pre- 
ceded by a series of prepara- 
tions. The danger will not be 
over unless this military force 
has been transformed into a 
diplomatic one." 

Asked about His Majesty 
King Hussein’s health. Prince 
Hassan said that fee King 
enjoys a very good health 
and that he pursues his activ- 
ities in an excellent manner. 


House committee urges to reconsider plans 


(Continued from page I ) 

Several deputies who attended 
fee session expressed their 
concern over the government’ s 
privatisation plan and demand- 
ed restrictions be maintained to 
prevent a possible monopoly 
of foreign firms in the country. 
Others urged fee government 
to exclude Israeli firms from 
buying equities in fee public 
sectors. 

“We know feat Israeli busi- 
nesses are already active in fee 
country and operate freely 
without restrictions." Deputy 


Khalil Atiyah said. 

“We have to beware of 
IsraeLi capital possessing other 
national entities... and should 
put an end to it because of the 
threats it creates to our national 
economy," Mr. Atiyah added. 

The deputy called for form- 
ing a special parliamentary 
committee to follow up and 
supervise the privatisation 
process in fee Kingdom." 

Deputy FawazZoubi warned 
that privatisation of the ser- 
vices sector in fee country will 
lead to a rise in prices “which 
will further burden the citi- 


zens. 

Mr. Zoubi said the privatisa- 
tion of public sector firms will 
increase unemployment in fee 
country and hike poverty “as a 
result of the foreign investors' 
inclination to dismiss many 
employees working in the pub- 
lic sector and an expected 
increase in prices.” 

Deputy Mohammad Banj 
Hani urged fee government to 
declare JPMC. APC, JCFC 
and Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC) as "off lim- 
its" to foreign investors. 

Mr. Bani Hani also urged not 


to allow foreign investors to 
buy lands and estates in fee 
country. 

He also demanded feat the 
education, health and energy 
sectors, and other services that 
are linked to fee people's dally 
life be excluded from fee pri- 
vatisation process and be kept 
under the grip of fee govern- 
ment. 

The House was expected to 
continue its debate on Satur- 
day. 


wiunjui iwau ivuvim- »iu tuiiuui uuiuv.ii uiv liu- jvu, uuiu xioiu aiw ui^\j um uav. 


U.S. envoy to propose 14 per cent Israeli redeployment 

(Continued from page 1) which begins Wednesday in ment in Jerusalem in a bid to unions are banking on d 


decision through the cabinet 
whereby Israel will agree to 
increase its proposed withdraw- 
al in a bid to meet the U.S. 
demand for a double-digit pull- 
back. 

The paper said Mr. 
Netanyahu has delayed a deci- 
sion until fee Knesset recess 


which begins Wednesday in 
order to neutralise fee threat of 
17 right-wing deputies who 
could bring down fee govern- 
ment if a West Bank withdraw- 
al is approved. 

Before the Knesset recon- 
venes on May 3, Mr. Netanyahu 
will order fee resumption of 
construction on the controver- 
sial Jabal Abu Ghneim settle- 


ment in Jerusalem in a bid to 
appease the angry extremists, 
the influential Ha'aretz reported 
Wednesday. 

A senior Palestinian official 
told the Jordan Times recently 
that the Palestinians are 

“damned if they accept fee 
American initiative and 

damned if they 1 don't” In any 
case, the official said, fee Pales- 


tinians are banking on fee 
downfall of Mr. Netanyahu in 
whatever course he chooses to 
take, explaining that whether 
the Israeli premier decides to 
withdraw or not he will be 
faced by insurmountable oppo- 
sition by his coalition members 
and/or international pressure. 


Annan defends U.N. against barrage of Israeli criticism 


(Continued from page 1) 

United Nations in Hebrew as 
“Um Shmum" — “the U.N. 

thin g/’ 

Using a play on words wife 
fee Hebrew word for “noth- 
ing” (cloum) he added: “I think 
you will all agree feat in 
today’s interdependent world, 
without fee Um. we will all 
have ‘cloum.’” 

The General Assembly has 
earned Israel's mistrust by 
adopting numerous resolutions 
over fee years condemning 
Israel’s occupation of Arab 


lands and Jewish settlement 
policies, usually with only 
Israel, the United States and a 
handful of other states voting 

a gains t. 

Since his feree-dav visit to 
Israel and fee Palestinian terri- 
tories began on Monday, Mr. 
Annan has urged Israel to 
implement a range of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
on withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territories. 

At a speech lain' Wednesday 
to the Israel Council on For- 
eign Relations. Mr. Annan 
issued his most pointed criti- 


cism of Israel's policies. 

“It gives me no pleasure to 
recite a list of the grievances 
which the international com- 
munity has against Israel,” he 
said. 

“The great majority of fee 
member states of the United 
Nations regard Israel as having 
been responsible, directly or 
indirectly, for provocative acts 
that undermine goodwill and 
spark hostility," he said. 

Referring indirectly to Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s unwillingness to 
withdraw folly from occupied 


Arab territory as required 
under U.N. resolutions, Mr. 
Annan added: "Land for peace 
is fee only principle that has a 
chance of bringing peace to 
this land.” 

Mr. Annan also riled Israelis 
by planning to meet Wednes- 
day evening wife Faisal Hus- 
seinl fee top Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation official in 
.Arab east Jerusalem, fee Arab- 
majority sector of the city 
which Israel occupied and ille- 
gally annexed in 1967. 
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Clinton arrives in Rwanda. 


still recovering from genocide 


KIGALI (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
arrived Wednesday for a 
two-hour visit to ethnically 
troubled Rwanda, with 
plans to pay tribute to the 
victims of the central 
African country's 1994 
genocide. 

Mr. Clinton and his 
entourage touched down at 
Kigali airport aboard Air 
Force One at 9:45 a.m. 
(0745 GMT), flying into a 
controversy over whether 
he should lay a wreath at a 
specially built memorial to 
those slaughtered. 

The American leader, 
undertaking an unprece- 
dently long African tour, 
was met by President 
Pasteur Bizimungu and 
Vice President Paul 
Kagame, as well as two 
small girls who gave Mr. 
Clinton and his wife Hillary 
bouquets of flowers. 

The U.S. president then 


headed for the airport 
lounge and private talks 
with Mr. Bizimungu. a 
member of Rwanda's Hum 
ethnic majority. 

He also held talks with 
Mr. Kagame, the Tutsi 
strongman whose ex -rebels 
ousted a Hutu regime in 
July 1994. after the. geno- 
cide of between 500.000 
and SOO.OOO Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus mainly by 
then government troops and 
extremist Hutu vouth mili- 


tias. 

Before leaving Uganda's 
Entebbe airport for 
Rwanda. Mr. Clinton told 
reporters that the aim of his 
brief stop-over was to help 
to "avoid further killing on 
ethnic lines and bring the 
attention of the world to 
this in a way that w ill have 
an impact on ethnic con- 
flicts in other pans of the 
world." 

Mr. Clinton was due to 


give a speech along these 
Fines at Kigali airport, but 
had no plan to leave the 
facility, where children had 
.lined the runway to greet 
him. 

Banners at the terminal 
building read: ‘‘President 
Clinton' you are welcome 
to Rwanda". “The people 
of Rwanda are happy to 
welcome President 

Clinton" and “Long live 
American-Rwandan friend- 
ship". 

Such greetings and a cer- 
emony involving tradition- 
al dancers and drummers 
could not. however, mask a 
row over Mr. Clinton's trib- 
ute to genocide victims. 
U.S. officials had earlier 
said he would not lay a 
wreath at the airport monu- 
ment. citing security rea- 
sons. though he had 
brought a plaque. 

He did receive, neverthe- 
less. testimony from 


Rwandan survivors of the 
genocide — groups of 
whom were variously said, 
prior to Mr. Clinton's 
arrival, to have been 
offended either by the 
expected spurning of the 
monument or by the fact 
that such a memorial had 
been purpose-built within 
the airport perimeter, where 
none of the mass slaughter 
took place. 

In his speech. Mr. Clinton 
would announce new mea- 


sures to prevent a repetition 
of the genocide. U.S. offi- 
cials said. These involve an 
outlay by Washington of 
some S40 million, mainly 
to help establish a proper 
judicial system in the 
region. 

Rwanda was not only 
traumatised by the geno- 
cide. but saw iis legal sys- 
tem left virtually in chaos, 
along with the rest of the 
administration. 


Yeltsin hosts Chirac, Kohl amid 


new political upheaval in Russia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin plays host Thursday 
in a forest south of Moscow 
to France's Jacques Chirac 
and German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl in an informal 


summit. 

The meeting is supposed 
to mark Russia's stronger 
links to Europe, but risks 
being overshadowed by the 
latest political upheavals in 
Moscow in the wake of Mr. 
Yeltsin's comprehensive 
government reshuffle. 

The talks are to be held at 
Sosnovy Bor. a former 
vacation centre for the 
Soviet electrification min- 
istry built at the end of the 
Stalin era in a pinewood 47 
kilometres from Moscow. 

The summit had been 
scheduled for Yekaterinburg 
in the Urals. Mr. Yeltsin’s 
birthplace and former polit- 
ical stronghold, and was to 
include a symbolic trip to 
the line marking the geo- 
graphical border between 
Asia and Europe. 

Bur the talks were 
switched to the Moscow 
area at the last minute when 
Mr. Yeltsin's doctors 
advised him not to travel 
following his recent illness. 

Mr. Yeltsin met 
Wednesday with advisers at 
his country residence out- 
side Moscow to prepare for 
the summit. Interfax said, 
quoting a presidential 
spokesman. 

The summit is scheduled 
to last just two hours, from 
10 a.m. to midday ( 0700 to 
0900 GMT) followed by a 
lunch and a joint press con- 
ference. But the participants 
will be unable to avoid dis- 
cussing the latest political 
developments in Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin returned to the 
Kremlin from his sickbed 
Monday, and promptly 


sacked Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
his entire cabinet in a move 
apparently designed to 
reassert the president's 
authority. 

Mr. Kohl and Mr. Chirac 
will therefore be greeted at 
the airport late Wednesday 
by the extremely new lace 
of acting - Prime Minister 
Sergei Kiriyenko. 35. who 
is in the process of forming 
a new government. 

The foreign ministries in 
Bonn and Paris have played 
down the upheaval, saying 
it was a domestic matter and 
what matters is Mr. 
Yeltsin's repeated determi- 
nation to push through eco- 
nomic reforms. 

But government sources 
quoted by Interfax news 
agency said Mr. Yeltsin 
would* be revealing the rea- 
sons for his move and the 
possible choices to fill the 
new cabinet. 

Also expected to be raised 


are security matters, includ- 
ing Russia's relations with 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), 
preparations for the next G- 
8 economic summit, the sit- 
uation in Iraq, the Middle 
East and Caucasus, and a 
military air transport pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Chirac's spokes- 
.woman Catherine Colonna 
said the summit would 
“reaffirm Russia's place and 
role in Europe under the 
i mpu I se of France and 
Germany, which are both 
countries driving European 
construction and share the 
same idea of what relations 
with Russia should be." 

“This encounter has a 
very strong symbolic 
effect.’* Ms. Colonna added. 
"Along with other gestures, 
it will help to mark the end 
of the division of Europe, 
which has always been one 
of France's overriding con- 
cerns.*" 


Kiriyenko says meteoric 


political rise terrifying 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia's new reformist acting pre- 
mier Sergei Kiriyenko admitted that his rapid political rise 
was "terrifying” and that the tasks facing the next govern- 
ment are daunting, a newspaper said Wednesday. 

Mr. Kiriyenko, who was given a week to draw up a cab- 
inet Monday after President Boris Yeltsin dramatically 
sacked the government, told Izvesua that his meteoric rise 
was "terrifying, really terrifying." 

"Bui fear is not always a bad thing." he added in a front 
page interview, adding that it was the new and huge tasks 
ahead of him which gave him most concern. 

“From an economic point of view, the situation in die 
country is very difficult." he warned. “Wage arrears are 
growing again, there is a serious situation with the pension 
fund, the falling oil and gas price to not reflect well on our 
current account balance and budget revenues.” 

Mr. Kiriyenko. 35. was energy minister before Mr. 
Yeltsin plucked him from relative obscurity to become first 
deputy prime minister and acting premier to inject fresh 
energy and enthusiasm into the Russian executive. 


Oklahoma bombing conspirator says 
he would die to bring back victims 


KANSAS CITY. Missouri 
(AFP) — Convicted 
Oklahoma City bombing 
conspirator Terry Nichols 
has said he would give his 
life if he could bring back 
the 168 people who died in 
the 1995 federal building 

blast. 

Nichols, who returns to a 
Denver. Colorado, court- 
room Wednesday, vent a 
16-page letter to federal 
judge Richard Matsch 
Monday. The letter said 
Nichols “never wanted to 
harm or kill anyone or to 
damage or destroy any 
buildings." 

A jury in January convict- 
ed Nichols of conspiracy 
and involuntary 

manslaughter. 

The jury could not agree 
on whether to sentence 
Nichols to death, so judge 
Matsch must set the prison 
sentence. 

Judge Matsch is expected 
Wednesday to set a sen- 
tencing date , hear argu- 


ments on sentencing guide- 
lines. consider Nichols' 
motion for a new trial and 
decide whether bombing 
survivors and relatives can 
testifv at Nichols' sentenc- 


ing. 

Nichols. 42. did not testi- 
fy’ at his three -month trial. 

In his letter to judge 

Matsch. Mr. Nichols said 
testimony about those who 
died in the blast "hurt me 
deep inside” and made his 
eyes fill with tears. 

"This may sound hollow 
and superficial to some, but 
I am sincere when I say that 
I would give up my life if it 
would bring back all those 
that died in the bombing, 
especially the children." 
Nichols wrote judge 
Matsch. 

Nichols is asking judge 
Matsch for less than a life 
sentence, but he is not 1 -pe- 
eific. Prosecutors want a 
life sentence without 
parole. 

"Please, all 1 want is to 


have my children to have 
their daddy with them and 
Marife (Nichols’ 

Philippine-bom wife! to 
have her husband for the 
love and support of a com- 
plete family." Nichols 
wrote. 

Nichols was accuved of 
helping Timothy McVeigh 
build a fuel-and-fertiliser 
truck bomb that Timothy 
McVeigh delivered to 
Oklahoma. Nichols said in 
the MaLvch letter that he did 
not think Timothy McVeigh 
was plotting a deadly 
attack. 

A jury convicted Timothy 
McVeigh of murder and 
conspiracy and sentenced 
him to death. Nichols was 
acquitted of murder charges 
but is expected to be tried 
on state murder charges in 
Oklahoma. 

More than 500 additional 
people were injured in the 
April 19, 1995 bombing, 
the worst terror attack on 
U.S. soil. 


Earl 

Spencer 


vows to 


carry on 
Diana ’s 
crusade 
against 
landmines 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Earl Spencer, brother of the 
late Princess Diana, said 
Wednesday he was moved 
by his sister's legacy to 
cany on her crusade 
against landmines. 

T will feel when I get on 
that aeroplane that I will 
have fulfilled some form of 
unwritten obligation to 
her.” the earl said while 
visiting a workshop in 
Phnom Penh run by the 
Cambodia Trust, a British 
charity that assists land- 
mine victims with prosthet- 
ics. 

The earl, in Cambodia on 
a three-day visit for the 
trust, is to be guest of hon- 
our at a graduation ceremo- 
ny for students from a 
three-year class in artificial 
limb fitting sponsored by 
the organisation. 

Princess Diana was to 
have visited Cambodia last 
year to highlight the 
scourge of landmines but 
was forced to cancel her 
crip due to security reasons. 

The earl said he fell his 
sister would have wanted 
him to take her place. 

“1 had a feeling of unfin- 
ished business really, that 
for some reason she wanted 
me to do Cambodia.” he 
said in brief remarks to 
reporters. 

He added that support for 
the Cambodia Trust — one 
of many charities to contact 
him following Diana's 
death in a Paris car acci- 
dent last y-ar — “just 
seemed to fit" because of 
his sister's work. 

The earl also noted that 
one of his professors at 
Oxford served on the board 
of the charity which was 
founded there in 1989 to 
facilitate development in 
this war-tom country. 

Cambodia is one’ of the 
world's most heavily- 
mined countries with an 
estimated four to six mil- 
lion buried in its soil. 

.Around 50.000 

Cambodians — one in 
every 250 of ihe population 
— have lost a limb to the 
devices, according to sta- 
tistics from relief agencies. 

Diana's high-profile sup- 
port of the campaign was 
considered instrumental in 
the signing iasl December 
of an international treaty 
banning anti-personnel 
landmines. 

Cambodia is j signatory 
to the treaty which will 
take effect once 40 coun- 
tries ratify it- 



U.S. President Bill Clinton and Rwandan President 
Pasteur Bizimungu (left) look at a statue presented to 
Mr. Clinton that is a minature of a genoide memorial at 
the Kilgali airport Mr. Clinton was presented tfae stat- 
ue after meeting with survivors during a brief visit at 
Rwanda's Kigali Airport (Reuters photo) 


Papon trial faces new 
delay after death of wife 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — Two days before 
a long-awaited verdict in 
Maurice Papon's more 
than five-month trial for 
World War II crimes 
against humanity, the case 
faced yet another delay 
Wednesday following the 
death of his 89-vear-oId 
wife. 

A verdict in the trial of 
the S7-year-old former 
French official, already 
suspended several times 
due ro his ill health, had 
been expected Friday. 

But judicial sources said 
the trial now may be 
adjourned until Monday or 
Tuesday, with a verdict at 
the end of next week. 


Mr. Papon is the first 
French official to face trial 


for crimes against human- 
ity for his role in the 1942- 
1944 deportation of more 
than 1.500 Jews who died 
in Nazi camps. 

His chief counsel Jean- 
Marc Varaut said Paulette 
Papon's death “necessarily 
interrupts the trial”, while 
lawyers acting for rela- 
tives of those who per- 
ished in Nazi camps said 
they would not oppose a 
suspension to allow Mr. 
Papon to attend the funer- 
al. 

Mr. Papon held the num- 
ber two job at the 
Bordeaux prefecture and 
was in charge of “Jewish 
affairs” for the Vichy 
regime that collaborated 
with the German occupa- 
tion forces. 

Presiding Judge Jean- 
Louis Castagnede will 
lake a decision Wednesday 
at 2:00 p.m ( 1300 GMT), 
when the trial was sched- 
uled to resume with Ms. 
Varaut going into the sec- 
ond day of three days of 
closing arguments to the 
court. 

Mr. Papon meanwhile 
arrived home in the Paris 
suburb of Gretz- 
Armainviliiers. where his 
wife died. The villa in 
large wooded grounds was 
blocked off by police. 

Married to Mr. Papon in 
1932. she had been seri- 
ously ill with cancer for 


several months. She had 
called emergency medical 
services overnight, and 
firemen who entered the 
house found her dead. The 
couple have three chil- 
dren. 

“Maurice Papon is in 
great distress and felt an 
immediate need to go 
home, accompanied by his 
children," another of his 
lawyers, Francis 

Vuillemin said. 

It rook 15 years to bring 
Mr. Papon to trial and the 
hearings, which began in 
October, were initially to 
have dosed with a verdict 
before Christmas. But ill 
health and wrangling over 
procedure have dragged it 
out a further two months. 

Lawyers acting for civil 
plaintiffs in the case said 
they would raise no objec- 
tion to a new suspension. 

“We have always fought 
to win recognition for the 
fact that people died and 
were never buried." said 
lawyer Gerard Boulanger. 
“It w’ould not be right for 
us ro speak out at a time 
when the accused's wife is 
to be buried." 

Michel Zaoui. also 
defending Jewish victims 
of the war. said the trial 
would now depend on “the 
way Maurice Papon 
responds psychological- 

“He appears to be very 
strong psychologically 
and physically but~ there 
are some strong people 
who suddenly pack up. 
Anything is possible 
now."" 

He said there was a dan- 
ger in suspending the 
hearings “because you can 
never tell how long it will 
last." 

"It's a terrible blow." Mr. 
Zaoui added on Bordeaux 
radio, “first of all for a 
man who has just lost his 
wife. A defendant for 
crimes against humanity is 
above all a man. hurt by 
the loss of his wife." 

The prosecution last 
week called for a 20-year 
sentence against Mr. 
Papon. 


WFP begins 



■SA 


Burundi airlift to ft ( j 0 0s or 


feed 37,000 children 


BUJUMBURA (R) — J 1 * 
U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) srnd 
Wednesday it had begun an 
airlift to feed 37.000 mal- 
nourished children in stnfe- 
tom Burundi. 

The first flight, a Boeing- 
707 carrying 34 tonnes of 
powdered milk from the 
Tanzanian capital Dar Es 
Salaam. arrived in 
Bujumbura this morning. 
WFP Burundi representa- 
tive Jean-Luc Siblot told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Siblot said 
Wednesday's flight was the 
first of 20 scheduled to 
deliver 600 metric tonnes of 
powdered milk, sugar, oil 
and bean seeds over a 1 0- 
day period. 

Mr. Siblot said some 

300.000 people in Burundi 
are facing “major food 
shortages,” but die airlift 
was targeting those most 
affected by malnutrition. 

“The target population is 

37.000 children at 1 1 1 sup- 
plementary and therapeutic 
feeding centres.” Mr. Siblot 
said. 

Mr. Siblot said the 
agency's food stocks in 
Burundi were low because 


heavy rains blamed on: the 
El Nino weather phenome- 
non bad cut off humanitari- 
an food supply routes from, 
Tanzania and Rwanda. ■ 

‘The main (land) route- 
from Tanzania has been cut • 
off, and we are now relying ; 
on nothing but the corridor 
from Kampala to Kigali, 
which brings in 1,500 
tonnes of food per month . . 

. which is less than a third 
of what we had planned to 
import since the beginning - 
of 1998 " Mr. Siblot said, y 

WFP officials ih 
Bujumbura said the airlift 
was originally scheduled to 
begin Tuesday, ‘ but was 
delayed because of the 
arrival of U.S. Presidenr 
Bill Clinton in Uganda 
where the Boeing-707 bad 
been transiting. 

A statement issued by 
WFP in Nairobi said the ' 
operation was the first, 
large-scale airlift of food to 1 
the central African country 
since 1994. 

The airlift is funded by 
the European Community 
Humanitarian Office 
(ECHO) at a cost of 
$500,000. the statement 
said. 


Huge earthquake 
shakes Antarctic 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
biggest earthquake 
recorded in the world this 
year, measuring 8.0 on 
the Richter ^ scale. 
Wednesday shook the 
remotest Antarctic, geol- 
ogists said. 

Quake monitoring 
instruments leaped off the 
scale after tumbler in 
New -Zealand Antarctic 
Territory. 

■ The massive quake- 
struck at 2.11 p.m. (0311 
GMT) in the Balleny 
Islands region, about 
2,630 kilometres south- 
west of Christchurch, the 
Australian Geological 
Survey Organisation 
(AGSO) said. 

“This is a once in the 
world, once in a year 
earthquake." seismologist 
Kevin McCue told AFP. . 

“This is the largest in 
the world so far this year 
and the largest ever we 
know about in this region, 
but we don't expect there 
to have been any damage 
because there is nothing 
there." 

The Antarctica popula- 
tion is limited to scienuf- 
research stations. 


Scon Base science offi- 
cer Herra Binny told AFP 
by telephone that none at 
the base felt the quake* 
but she saw it hit the 


tc 


“Other than that, it's just 
penguins.” Ms. McCue 
said. 

The Balleny 's. 400 kilo- 
metres off the Ross Ice 
Shelf, are so remote that 
one turn -of-th e-century 
explorer described them 
“as the most godforsaken 
place on earth." 

The Ice Shelf itself, 
formed by several glaci- 
ers in the Ross Sea. is the 
world's southernmost 
active volcano. 

The closest humans are 
scientific crews spending 
the winter at the French 
Base of Dumont 
D'Urville, 1,100 kilome- 
tres to the west, and New 
Zealand's Scott Base, 
1. 100 kilometres south. 

The New Zealand base 
at nearby Cape Adare and 
the Italian base at Terra 
Nova Bay are both closed 
for winter. 


instruments. 

“It was a shake of con- 
■ siderable magnitude,” she 
said. 

“It was huge. The 
foment jt w hjt, Jt went., 
straight off the scale. It 
was incredibly spectacu- 
lar on the charts." 

She said Scott and the 
nearby United States 
McMurdo Sound base 
were "basically aseis- 
mic.” 

Ms. Binny knows what 
a big quake feels like: 
two years ago she was on 
New Zealand’s Raoul 
Island when a quake that 
hit 7.2 on the Richter 
scale hit. 

“It was amazing. I was 
under the table and head 
the island splitting.” 

The AGSO were moni- 
toring tidal gauges and 
said there was a “slight 
chance” of a small tidal 
wave hitting the 
Australian state of 
Tasmania, but it was pre- 
dicted to be 10 millime- 
tres at most. 

The quake hit half an 
hour after another in the 
Banda Sea. Indonesia, 
which was felt in the 
northern Australian town 
of Darwin. 

It occurred at 1.44 p.m. 
(0244 GMT) north of 
Timor Island, registering 
6.0 on the Richter scale, 

‘That was about magni- 
tude six and shallow 
(about five kilometres 
deep)." Ms. McCue said. 

“Too small to have done 
any damage or cause a 
tsunami, but it was felt by 
quite a few people in 
Darwin." * 

The largest earthquakes 
ever recorded hit 8.9 on 
the Richter scale, accord- 
ing to the Tunes Atlas of 
the World. 


Taiwan civil aviation chief resigns over fatal crashes 


TAIPEI (AFP) — The 
head of Taiwan's civil 
aviation authority 

resigned Wednesday to 
take responsibility for two 
crashes in the past two 
months in which 215 peo- 
ple died. 

“The transportation and 
communications ministry 
has approved the resigna- 
tion of Tsai Tui as director 
of the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration.” Chang 
Yu-Hui. secretary-general 
of the Executive Yuan 
(cabinet), roid a press 


conference. 

The post will be filled 
by vice transportation and 
Communications Minister 
Chung Chia-Chu until Mr. 
Tsai's successor is 
appointed. 

Mr. Tsai initially offered 
his resignation shortly 
after the island's worst air 
disaster but was asked to 
stay on. 

A China Airlines Airbus 
ploughed into a row of 
houses outside Chiang 
Kai-Shek International 
Airport on Feb. 16, killing 


196 passengers and crew. 
Six others perished on the 
ground. 

On March 18, a 
Formosa Airlines SAAB 
.40 with 13 passengers 
and crew aboard crashed 
into the Taiwan Straits 

! ^r°«. mmutes after 't took 
off from Hsinchu. 

Transportation and 
Communications Minister 
Tsai Chao- Yang managed 
to keep his post despite 
mounting pressure from 
the media and the parlia- 
ment. 


But Premier Vincent 
Siew told parliament 
Tuesday the mini ster 
would be jacked unless 
he could improve flight 
safety before the end of 
June. 

Mr. Siew said he would 
ask ‘Tsai Chao- Yang to 
assume full responsibili- 
ty” if the public continues 
to complain about domes' 
tic flight safety. 

The board of Chinn 
Airlines has approved the 
resignation of Fu Chun' 
Fan as president. 
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f Indian rescuers search 
for survivors after 
Wren tornado kills over 120 
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MIDNAPORE, India 
(AFP) — Rescuers 
searched for survivors in 
two eastern Indian states 
Wednesday, a day after a 
tornado killed at least 120 
people, left hundreds miss- 
ing and injured hundreds 
more, state officials said 

Hundreds of volunteers 
have fanned out across five 
villages in West Bengal to 
sift through debris and res- 
cue survivors, said A.K. 
Bal, administrative head of 
Midnapore, a crowded dis- 
trict in the coastal state. 

“We think at least 1,000 
houses — mostly mud-and- 
brick structures — have 
been flattened or dam- 
aged” Mr. Bal told AFP by 
telephone. “Several schools 
have fallen down." 

Earlier Subhash Haidar, a 
police official in 
Midnapore. said 500 people 
were missing after 
Tuesday's tornado devas- 
tated rural areas in West 
Bengal and in the adjoining 
state of Orissa, where three 
villages were destroyed 

“In the morning we 
recovered the bodies of 40 
schoolchildren who died 
after their school building 
collapsed” Mr. Haidar said 
Wednesday. 

Other SO people were 
killed and hundreds injured 
when the twister, with a 
wind speed of 500 kilome- 
tres an hour, hit Midnapore 
and nearby areas in Onssa, 
state officials told domestic 
news agencies. 

The Press Trust of India 
(FTI) quoted an unidenti- 


fied official as saying that 
some 10,000 people were 
still feared trapped under 
debris. 

It quoted witnesses as 
saying the tornado had 
swept a bus off a highway, 
causing many injuries. 

West Bengal police chief 
Dipak Sanyal said there 
was no electricity in 
Midnapore. PTI said 25 
■people of the 120 victims 
came from a cluster of vil- 
lages in the Balasore dis- 
trict of Orissa, adding that 
16 of the dead were chil- 
dren. 

The search for more sur- 
vivors had been hampered 
by torrential rains follow- 
ing the tornado, which also 
left 10.000 cattle dead in 
the two states. 

The tornado ravaged 
three villages and badly 
damaged a school in 
Orissa, destroying three 
classrooms and killing the 
headmaster. 

An Indian Airlines 
Boeing-737 carrying 1 14 
people made an emergency 
landing late Tuesday in the 
Orissa capital Bhubaneswar 
as the weather worsened, a 
news report said. 

Tornadoes and floods are 
common on India's eastern 
coast. Storms regularly 
brew in the neighbouring 
Bay of Bengal. 

In November, a cyclone 
in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh killed 32 people, 
the worst natural disaster in 
the state since 1977 when 
some 10,000 people died in 
another cyclone. 


Thousands dead in 
drought-stricken 
Indonesian province 


JAKARTA s (AFP) — 
Drought in Indonesia’s 
remote Irian Jaya province 
bas killed thousands of peo- 
ple and more are dying, for- 
eign aid workers said 
Wednesday. 

Most of the dead are high- 
land tribes people who suc- 
cumbed to malnutrition or 
hunger-related illness, or 
died from malaria contract- 
ed as temperatures rose. 

Emergency food and 
medical aid has reached 
only 15,000 of the 90,000 
people at risk, according to 
officials. 

“But there would be vil- 
lages of 200 inhabitants, 
with 30 dead in one 
month,” said International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRO official 
Ferenc Mayer, speaking in 
Jakarta on arrival from the 
eastern province. 

“The total number of dead 
will never be known,” he 
told AFP, saying that some 
remote settlements could be 
seen from the air but could 
nor be checked. “We must 
imagine they are dead 
also.” 

He said “More than 1,000 
are dead, definitely, many 
more.” 

Many of the dead were 
children or the elderly, he 
added. 

In some villages, every 
inhabitant had malaria and 
60 to 95 per cent were suf- 
fering from “moderate-to- 
severe malnutrition ” 


Sayersaid anTCKC nutri- 
tionist taking part in emer- 
gency operations in the 
province said the crisis was 
as bad as the worst 
moments of famines in 
Ethiopia and Somalia. 

Another foreign aid work- 
er who had been in the 
region said the official toll 
covered only those who 
died in major centres and 
not the hundreds of remote 
highland villages where 
most of the 420,000 inhabi- 
tants of central Irian Jaya 
live. 

“The official figure is 650 
but it is much more than 
that,” said Hans Fannord of 
the Worldwide Fund for 
Nature. “You could say 
thousands. There is a huge 
logistics problem. It's just a 
mess.” 

Philippe Delonge of the 
U.N. Educational. 

Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) 
said rain had fallen after a 
drought which began early 
last year but that massive 
problems remained. 

“The highland area is in a 
critical condition.” added 
the official. “It’s not really 
drought any more, but it is 
critical.” Aid officials said 
sweet potato crops, which 
account for more than 90 
per cent of calorie intake for 
tribe speo pie, had been 
destroyed by drought and 
could take up to nine 
months to yield fresh pro- 
duce. 



JONESBORO, Arkansas 
(AFP) — This farming 
town was shell-shocked 
Wednesday as police 
probed why rwo heavily 
aimed boys apparently fired 
into a crowd at a local 
school, killing five people 
and wounding 10 others. 

The boys, one aged 1 1 or 
12 and the other 13, were 
being held in Craighead 
County Juvenile Detention 
Centre following their 
arrest Tuesday near 
Westside Middle School, 
located just outside this 
northeastern Arkansas town 
of 51,000 people. 

The names of the suspects 
were not released because 
they are minors. Officials 
were unable to confirm 
whether they were students 
at the school. 

Authorities said students 
and teachers were apparent- 
ly lured outside by a false 
fire alarm, ar which point 
.the . camouflage-dad boys 
.opened fire with rifles and 
pistols, killing four girls 
and a woman teacher. 
Reports said a third suspect 
might have triggered the 
alarm. 

“I heard some pop 
(sound) and then I saw 
Nathalie fall ahead of me.” 
said II -year-old Josh 
Bennett, a sixth grader who 
was unharmed during the 
shooting. “She was crawl- 
ing and had blood all over. I 
just kept on running.” 

Late Tuesday students 
and parents received coun- 
selling in the school's gym- 
nasium where a candlelight 
vigil was also held. 

“We're going to watch 
them for the next few days 
to see how they react" said 
Roy Bennett as he comfort- 
ed his two boys who heard 
the shots from the nearby 
elementary school. “I don't 
think it has sunk in for them 
yet” 

Most residents inter- 
viewed shook their heads in 
disbelief, unable to compre- 
hend how two boys could, 
have committed such a hor- 
rendous crime. 

Authorities seized nine 
rifles and pistols as well as 
knives in a nearby van. 

In Arkansas, it is not ille- 
gal for minors to be in pos- 
session of rifles or shot- 
guns, but those under 21 
years of age cannot carry 
h and g uns . 

“Drugs could have a lot to 
do with it.” said town resi- 
dent Donna Casey. “There's 


a lot of acid going on 
around here.” 

Among other possible 
motives, some, locals point- 
ed to reports that one of the 
boys had recently been rep- 
rimanded in school. Others 
said one boy had been 
rejected by his girlfriend. 

Arkansas Governor Mike 
Huckabee expressed “shock 
and dismay,” adding: “We 
have to be very angry at the 
culture that produces this 
kind of response in an 11- 
year-old.” 

Meanwhile a spokes- 
woman at Saint Bernard 
Regional Medical Centre 
said two of the six girls still 
hospitalised were in critical 
condition. 

She added that Shannon 
Wright — one of two 
women teachers wounded 
along with nine pupils aged 
between 11 and 13 — had 
died. 

Teacher Sarah Thetford 
had been upgraded from 
critical to stable condition,, 
the spokeswoman said, 
adding that three other girls 
were also in stable condi- 
tion. 

Classes at the school were 
cancelled for Wednesday. 

The incident, the third 
fatal shooting at U.S. 
schools in five months and 
the fourth such attack over- 
all. shocked the nation, 
where classroom violence 
has become an increasingly 
serious problem. 

President Bill Clinton, 
who is on a tour of Africa, 
expressed horror at the 
shooting in his home state, 
saying he and First Lady 
Hillary’ Clinton were 
“deeply shocked and heart- 
broken. ” 

“We don't know now and 
we may never fully under- 
stand what could have dri- 
ven two youths to deliber- 
ately shoot into a crowd of 
their classmates,” Mr. 
Clinton said in a statement 
issued in Uganda. 

Tuesday’s shooting was 
eerily similar to a Dec. 15 
incident in which a sniper 
hidden in the woods in 
Stamps. Arkansas, shot and 
wounded two students 
standing outside their high 
school before classes 
began. 

Neither of the teenage 
victims sustained life- 
threatening injuries, and the 
sheriff in the southern 
Arkansas town said they 
appeared to have been tar- 
geted randomly. 


New Zealand scientists identify key 
stomach cancer genetic mutations 


DUNEDIN, New Zealand 
(AFP) — Researchers here 
say they have scored a world 
fist by identifying die first 
genetic mutations proved to 
contribute to stomach cancen 
The discovery by Otago 
University’s cancer genetics 
laboratory, to be reported in 
tiie latest edition of Nature, 
says stomach cancer is the 
second greatest cause of can- 
cer-related dead) worldwide, 
and about 10 per cent of cases 
cluster in families. Associate 
Professor Meryyn Smith, the 
department brad, said the 
finding was one of die most 


■d gnifirant discoveries in 
medical science made in New 
Zealand during his 33-year 
career. 

Ibe research was conducted 
at the laboratory over a. 26- 
month period, ending las: 
Christinas when the genetic 
discovery was confirmed. 

The researchers have identi- 
fied genetic mutations in the 
E-cadherin gene in fie 16fi 
human chromosome, predis- 
posing some people to devel : 
op stomach cancer. The muta- 
tions, which can be inherited, 
deactivate the gene which is 
important in cell adhesion and 


structure and is thought to 
suppress cancerous cell inva- 
sion. 

Party Guilford, the principal 
investigator for the Aotearoa 
(New Zealand) Gastric 
Cancer project, said fie muta- 
tion could be common world- 
wide. particularly in fie 
Pacific Islands and Asia. 

Identification of the gene 
enables the cancer to be 
detected early and greatly 
improves treatment options.” 
he said. The project involved a 
unique research partnership 
between the university scien- 
tists and an indigenous Maori 


extended family in the Bay of 
Plenty, which is affected by a 
high rate of aggressive inherit- 
ed gastric cancer. 

Mr. Guilford said Otago 
researchers had already devel- 
oped genetic blood tests 
which could in future be used 
to screen members of the three 
Maori families involved in the 
study. 

This would allow earlier 
medical intervention where 
high genetic risks were detect- 
ed. The research could also 
provide further valuable 
insights into other forms of 
cancer, he said. 



Contact Group opens 
key meeting on Kosovo 


A student is lead out of tbe Westside Middle School after a counseling session to deal 
with the aftermath of two youths who began a shooting spree, killing four girls and 
injuring 12 in Jonesboro. A teacher died in a hospital later in the day { Reuter photo 1 

Small Arkansas town shell-shocked 
after deadly shooting rampage 


But three girls, two aged 
14 and one 17. were shot 
dead on Dec. 1 and five 
other students were 
wounded by a 14-year-old 
boy at a school in Paducah, 
Kentucky. Five students 
were wounded in the 
bloodbath. 

The artacker. using an 
automatic weapon, had 
opened fire on students in a 
pre-class prayer session at 
Heath High School. Police 
did not give information on 
the shooter's motive. 

Two months earlier a 16- 
year-old boy opened fire at 
a school in Pearl. 
Mississippi killing rwo stu- 
dents and wounding six 
others shortly after he shot 
and killed his mother. 

The National Centre for 
Education Statistics says 
there were 11,000 violent 
school incidents across the 
country last year in which a 
weapon was used, includ- 
ing 7.000 robberies and 
4,000 sexual assaults. 


BONN (AFP) — The 
six-nation Contact Group 
met here Wednesday 
seeking to close ranks, 
mainly over Russian 
reservations, to put pres- 
sure on Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic in the Kosovo 
crisis, diplomats said. 

It was not clear if 
Russia, which has 
opposed sanctions on 
Yugoslavia, would go 
along with the hard line 
the United States and its 
European allies Britain, 
France. Germany and 
Italy seem to have agreed 
on. said the diplomats. 

“It is clear that 
Milosevic has not made 
sufficient moves” 

towards negotiations 
with separatist ethnic 
Albanians in the south- 
ern Serbian province of 
Kosovo, a French diplo- 
mat said. 

A brutal Serbian crack- 
down this month on eth- 
nic Albanians who make 
up 90 per cent of the 
population in Kosovo 
has left at least 80 people 
dead. 

The fighting was 
apparently continuing as 
the Yugoslav agency 
Tanjug said Wednesday 
that two Albanians and 
one policeman were 
killed in clashes between 
Serbian police and 
Albanian “terrorists” 
Tuesday in the western 
Kosovo region of 
Decani. 

The • French diplomat 
said the Contact Group 
would be moving 
towards “a strategy of 
pressure and of threats” 
at its meeting in Bonn, 
following up on mea- 
sures already decided at 
a meeting the six nations 
held in London on March 
9. 

The goal is “the imme- 
diate opening of a dia- 
logue” between the eth- 


nic Albanians of Kosovo 
and Yugoslav authorities, 
the diplomat said, in 
comments confirmed by 
other participants. 

But it was not clear if 
this meant sanctions, 
particularly as Russia 
now opposes the hardest 
measures that were 
agreed on in London — 
an arms embargo on 
Yugoslavia and blocking 
the shipment of material 
that could be used for 
repressive actions. 

The New York Times 
reported Wednesday that 
Russia had agreed in 
principle to sell 
Yugoslavia tanks, attack 
helicopters and ground- 
to-air missiles in a iqove 
that could threaten peace 
in the Balkans. 

Quoting U.S. officials, 
the report said the deal, 
also including spare 
pans, was arranged in 
Moscow in December. It 
was not made public, and 
U.S. authorities did not 
know how many 
weapons were involved 
or might already have 
been delivered. 

“The Russian weapons 
will put Yugoslavia in 
violation of the Dayton 
agreement which ended 
the fighting in Bosnia.” 
the report quoted a U.S. 
official with the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) as say- 
ing. 

President Bill Clinton's 
administration has 
objected to the deal in 
meetings with Russian 
officials, the report quot- 
ed a State Department 
official as saying. 

But the administration 
has “sought to keep (the 
deal) from becoming a 
public issue,” it added. 

In Bonn, the United 
States and its European 
allies have apparently 
closed ranks after- U.S. 


Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who 
was chairing the meet- 
ing, had said upon arriv- 
ing in Germany Tuesday 
that she would’ press her 
European counterparts to 
maintain a firm stance 
against Belgrade. 

Before the Contact 
Group meeting she held 
separate talks with 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel and French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine. 

Mr. Kinkel met Russian 
Foreign Minister 

Yevgeny Primakov 
Wednesday. Mrs. 

Albright bad met with 
the Russian Tuesday 
evening. 

Diplomats said there 
was apparently an open- 
ing for talks as ethnic 
Albanians have held 
elections in Kosovo. Mr. 
Milosevic has agreed to 
let ethnic Albanians 
return to university in the 
Kosovo capital Pristina 
and the Kosovo sepa- 
ratists may be ready to 
talk with Yugoslav 
authorities directly, drop- 
ping their demand for a 
third party to be present. 

Belgrade was, howev- 
er, still rejecting media- 
tion by the Organisation 
for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

The Contact Group 
states’ foreign ministers 
are also to meet 
Wednesday with the for- 
eign ministers of eight 
nations in the Balkans 
region — Albania, 
Bulgaria, Greece. 

Hungary, Macedonia. 
Romania, Slovenia and 
Turkey — to discuss how 
sanctions would affect 
them economically. 

These regional coun- 
tries may also be the 
ones involved in eventu- 
al measures such as mon- 
itoring of borders, diplo- 
mats said: 


time to relax, while 
the children are playing 
at the Snoopy Club 
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Old story told again 


ISRAELI KNESSET Speaker Dan Tichon's 
attack yesterday on the U.N. over what he 
described as 50 years of "hostile" action against 
the Jewish state ironically served only to highlight 
his country's continued violations of international 
law and legitimacy. 

Instead of being apologetic as may have been 
expected by Tichon and his colleagues, U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan asserted that the 
U.N. does have a problem with the Jewish state. 
“It gives me no pleasure to recite a list of the griev- 
ances which the international community has 
against Israel." he told the Knesset members dur- 
ing his visit with them, which happened to be the 
first time a U.N. chief ever paid there. Clarifying 
that the U.N. is not a single party with a personal 
vendetta against Israel. Mr. Annan said that "the 
great majority of the member states of tbe United 
Nations regard Israel as having been responsible, 
directly or indirectly, for provocative acts that 
undermine goodwill and spark hostility." 

This fact is evident in the numerous resolutions 
that the world body has passed on the Palestinian 
problem but were never implemented by Israeli 
governments. 

Those resolutions started flowing since Nov. 29, 
1947 when the U.N. approved tbe partition plan 
dividing Palestine into Jewish and Arab states, 
and they do not seem to be ending any time soon 
as the U.N.'s last resolution was taken on the 17th 
of this month criticising Israel's continued build- 
ing and enlargement of illegal settlements and 
more may be on the way in light of the Netanyahu 
government's continued intransigence vis-a-vis 
the implementation of the Oslo and other peace 
accords with the Arabs. 

What was far-fetched, if not totally ridiculous, 
during Mr. Annan's visit to Israel was Tichon's 
accusation that the U.N. “has become, an obstacle 
in our relationship with our Arab neighbours." 

Regarding this, the question of which came first, 
the chicken or the egg. does not apply. Not only 
are Arab states frustrated with Israel's hostile 
policies and actions in war and in peace. The Arab 
World has also been most dissatisfied with the fact 
that Israel has been able to turn its back on the 
international community's will, as manifested in 
U.N. resolutions, without punishment 

The Arab states, opting for peace, have gone far 
since the partition of Palestine in recognising 
Israel's right to exist and pushing for a political 
resolution to the Palestine question. The current 
Israeli leadership, on the other hand, represents 
the epitome of re-entrenchment behind Zionist 
expansionism and belligerency. 

Tichon's twisting of the facts is in harmony with 
his prime minister's persistent attempts to physi- 
cally change the facts on the ground. 

What may work for Israel instead of pursuing 
the fight with the U.N. is to face reality by realis- 
ing that the only way the Israelis are going to 
achieve international respect is when they comply 
with international will. In this day and age. the 
notion of occupying another nation is so outdated, 
it is internationally considered a phenomenon. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


.41 Ra'i's Ahmad Mislch addressed die visit of l : N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to the Middle East which originally aimed 
at reviving the peace efforts but resulted in no breakthrough. 
The U.N. secretary general wanted to study the situation close- 
ly and hear the view s of the Arab and Israeli parties involved in 
the stalled peace process, and that is exactly what he has done, 
said Misieh. Annan has made it clear that the UN. is giving the 
U.S. the opportunity to continue its mediation efforts to find a 
formula that can guarantee a lasting peace and he did not ven- 
ture into in-depth tails on a peace formula partly because Israel 
adamandy reftiscs this trend .and partly because he is clearly 
aware of the margin of manoeuvre allowed to him by the U.S.- 
dominated UN. Security Council, according to the writer. But. 
Misieh said, if Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
refuses the American proposals for withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Palestinian lands, and rejects any intervention from the 
European Union and if Israel continues its objection to the 
implementation of the Oslo accords, has it not become neces- 
sary for the U.N. to step in and demand that Israel respect inter- 
national legjtimocv? 


Ai Dustour's Kama! Rashid criticised the Vatican for apolo- 
gising to the Jews and the state of Israel for what it called its- 
failure to undertake measures to save the Jews from the alleged 
Nazi persecution. The writer said the Holy See who has obvi- 
ously taken this step under pressure from world Jewry has not 
regarded many famous world historians and politicians who 
cast doubt about the authenticity of reports, that the Jews were 
persecuted by the Nazis. In order to prove that the Vatican took 
this step under pressure from the Zionists. Rashid said, the Holy 
See did not apologise to the Muslims and the Arab Christians 
for Israel's continued atrocities against them in Palestine neither 
did the Vatican come ro the aid of the Muslims who w ere per- 
secuted by the Serbs in the former Yugoslavia . He said the 
Pope did not apologise to the Vietnamese for the atrocities com- 
mined by the Americans. By apologising to the Jews, the Pope 
is committing the world’s Githolies to follow suit, disregarding 
the sufferings of the ftilestinian Muslims and Christians at the 
hands of the Jew s in FhJestine. he add ed. The writer said the 
Vatican Is following a double standard policy' in its dealings 
with various world situations. 


View from Academia 


On health, exercise and open space 


AS PEOPLE become more health-conscious, they start 
not only to pay more attention to the quality (and quanti- 
ty! of the food they eat. bur they also re son ro all types of 
exercise which help them bum calories and keep in shape. 

I jog. Good? Well, yes and no. Yes because of what we 
have just said: you bum calories and you keep in shape. 
In addition, the minute you start jogging and inhaling 
fresh air (when there is not much traffic, that is), anxiety, 
frustration, and stress land, for reasons that you are well- 
aware of. we accumulate a lot of these as the pace of the 
work day — or the non- work day. for that matter — picks 
up) all melt. For me. jogging is an excellent means of 
psyche cleansing. It has also — after overcoating the ini- 
tial pain, suffering and torture — become a truly enjoy- 
able experience. You almost get addicted to it in addition 
to feeling that you actually accomplish something every 
time you run. 

But no because of some fears and inconveniences. For 
one thing, there is the fear that the air y ou inhale is not so 
fresh. We have so much traffic (at all hours, essentially), 
and most of our road vehicles emit poisonous fumes in 
liberal or extra-liberal quantities. (There is also the possi- 
bility of being run over by a vehicle even while you are on 
the sidewalk). 

For another, there is the fear of some damage to one’s 
health in the long ‘run. Does one wear the right shoes? 
Does one run on the right surface? I was talking to 
African-American poet/novel i si Al Young (on a tour of 


the region organised by USIS) the other day. Jogging 
cropped up in our conversation. He said (half-jokingly) 
that a couple of friends of his (doctors) are thriving on 
joggers in his hometown who injure their backs and knees 
or break bones. If jogging is not done right, it can be 
counterproductive. One is supposed to jog on earth/dirt, 
not asphalt or concrete sidewalks. 

There is an added danger in our part of the world. Not 
only are our asphalt roads and concrete sidewalks hard, 
but they are full of holes or obstructions of sorts. 

Well, how about running in open spaces that are scat- 
tered in or near the outskirts of the capital? There is not 
so much fume, and there is no asphalt or concrete. True. 
But there are not so many open spaces in the first place. 
And when there are, the surface is usually so rough, 
uneven, and full of rocks. And do not rule out (if I were 
you. I would not) the possibility of running into stray 
dogs (1 am not joking’). 

Many of the well-informed in tbe spheres of health, 
however, recommend walking or hiking. It is less 
demanding than jogging and equally beneficial (in addi- 
tion to being less hazardous to backs and knees — so they 
say). _ 

Fine, bui (still ) where do you walk — i.e. where there 
isn’t pollution, rough surfaces or stray dogs, that is? 

Come to think of it, we do not have much space in the 


capital and other major cities where you can walk — 
aside from our hazardous and tiny sidewalks, that is. How 


many places can you name? Al-Hussem Youth City (and 
mini-versions of it in the other cities). Yes. but it is often 
<o crowded, you can hardly exercise- walking or jogging 
with ease. What about tbe various gardens built by the 
Greater Amman Municipality and other municipalities in 
Jordan? They are good for neither walking nor jogging; 
thev are either too small or too steep. 

The problem for women is, of course, more acute. 
Where can they walk or run, without fear of being 
harassed? Suppose they get sick of (or cannot afford) aer- 
obic lessons or indoor exercises. 

Some time ago. when many of us (male and female) 
lived in villages and did the things that villagers and farm- 
ers did (or when we lived in cities which had rural char- 
acteristics) we did not have much of a problem with 
either exercising or space. You walked, you played, you 
ran. and you worked on something which enabled you to 
get rid of the extra-calories (in addition to eating healthi- 
er food). , . 

Today, we find ourselves in the midst of the hustle and 
bustle of urban life — with much less fresh air, much less 
fresh water, much less fresh food, much less space. 

There is a need for larger breathing space, and (if we get 
lucky) some hiking and jogging tracks --before the mad, 
haphazard expansion of our towns and cities consume the 
space that is left and before we find ourselves choking 
and breathless, amidst smoke, fume, and mad cars. 


Iran sanctions turn sticky 
for the United States 


By Hanns-Jochen Kaffsack 


WASHINGTON ( DPA » — America’s 
European allies have made a huge fuss and 
balked at the U.S. move to cut off foreign 
investment to Iran by passing legislation in 
1996 aimed at punishing anyone who 
broke ranks and violated the sanctions 

against the regime in 

Tehran. 

Now that the thaw in 
relations between Tehran 
and Washington .has 
taken the edge off the 
animosity between the 
two former allies, the 
sanctions are becoming a 
hindrance to U.S. for- 
eign policy. 

the Clinton adminis- 
tration is anxious not to 
anger the Europeans and 
Russians, whose help 
they need against Iraqi 
President ■ Saddam 
Hussein and in Kosovo. 

The United Stales is also 

trying to avoid damaging its extremely 
tentative rapprochement with Iran — as it 
surely would if it imposed aggressive 
sanctions on foreign investors there. 

However, from the point of view of ihe 
White House and the U.S. State 
Department the fact that oil companies 
from France. Russia and Malaysia are 
challenging the U.S. sanctions legislation 
with a large investment project in Iran 
comes at a decidedly delicate time. 

Six months ago. the State Department 
began investigating ihe case because the 
three companies had agreed to investments 
totalling over S3 billion in Iran’s natural 
industry. Heated debates between 


Many 
observers 
believe Clinton 
would be 


“This is still a very tough one.” a high- 
ranking U.S. official said. “There are a lot 
of competing interests. And the coherence 
of our Iran policy is at stake.” 

The fact that Clinton will reportedly not 
make any decision on whether to apply the 
sanctions until after his London summit 
with the European Union on May 18 

makes clear the extent of 

U.S. indecision. Many 
observers believe 

Clinton would be happi- 
est if the problem simply 
disappeared. 

It seems that Under- 
secretary of State for 
Economics. Stuart Ei- 
zenstat. who led opposi- 
tion to the sanctions, has 
prevailed. He has warned 
of the threat of a trade 


happiest if the 

problem simply “ JScSoKK 
disappeared. 


ing the wrath of the law's 
originator. Senator 
Alfonse D' Amato of 
New York. 


sas 


advocates and opponents of ihe sanctions 
policy in the United States failed to bring 
clarity. The U.S. administration is pretty 
much paralysed. 


Sen. D’ Amato has written to Clinton to 
complain; “If ihe U.S. does not take swift, 
decisive action, we will have undercut our 
long-standing policy against Iranian ter- 
rorism. Dozens of foreign companies are 
watching out for reaction to the deal.” 

The law against foreign investment in 
Iran and Libya offers a whole range of 
possibilities to put the issue on ice or to 
waive any punishment. Punitive measures 
by the United States could be postponed 
twice for 90 days, as long an amicable 
agreement is being negotiated. 

The Europeans are hoping for a broad 
waiver so that no country or any company 
based there can be punished by U.S. sanc- 
tions aimed ar hampering Tehran's arms 
policy. The very influential Senator 
D’ Amato however is against any such 
compromise. 


Copenhagen Movement 
seeks U.N. support 


The following is the text 
of a letter, made avail- 
able to tbe Jordan 
Times, written to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan on March 23 
from the signatories to 
the Copenhagen 

Declaration. The letter 
was signed by: 

Ambassador Abdel A? 
Adawy (for the 

Egyptian chapter of the 
“International Alliance 
for Arab-Israeli 

Peace"). General iretdj 
Ihsan Shurdom (for the 
Jordanian chapter). 
Professor Riad Malki 

(for the Palestinian 
chapter). and Mr. 

Shlomo Gal ifor the 
Israeli chapter). 


WE. A JORDANIAN, a 
Palestinian, an Egyptian 
and an Israeli, arc hon- 
oured to hereby present 
to you a copy of the 
“Copenhagen Declara- 
tion.” which is the plat- 
form of a unique non- 
governmental organisa- 
tion (NGOj. “The 
International Alliance for 
Arab-Israeli Peace.” It is 
the only NGO in the 
Middle East embracing 
Egyptians. Jordanians. 
Palestinians and Israelis 
as members of a common 
platform, to promote 


peace in our region. We 
feel certain that you. as 
secretary-general "of the 
foremost organisation 
dedicated ro peace, will 
give your blessing and 
support for this important 
NGO. 

Under the slogan 
“peace is too import am to 
be left only in the hands 
of governments.’’ promi- 
nent Palestinians. 

Eg> ptiar.s. Jordanians 
and Israelis convened in 
Copenhagen in January 

last year under the aus- 
pices of :ne foreign min- 
ister of Denmark and 
established the 

“Alliance" after adopting 
the “Copenhagen 

Declaration.” This is the 
fir-i time that such a 
group of people from the 
four nations came togeth- 
er and agreed upon prin- 
ciples for achieving a 
just. comprehensive and 
lasting peace between 
Israelis and Arabs. It is 
our conviction that peace 
between governments 
will remain fragile unless 
supported b> people-to- 
people relationships: it is 
our belief that our gov- 
ernments must under- 
stand that our people. 
Arabs and Israelis alike, 
demand peace and are 


capable of working 


together to achieve it. and 
will not allow the peace 
process to flounder. 

We are dismayed at the 
present impasse in the 
peace process which is 
due mainly to non- 
respect and non-compli- 
ance with the Oslo and 
Hebron agreements. We 
deplore the procrastina- 
tion. the foot-dragging 
and the lack of goodwill. 
In the words of the 
Copenhagen Declaration, 
“peace is loo precious 
and war too abhorrent for 
us to sit idly by while 
deterioration takes 

place.” 

One of our forthcoming 
projects is to hold a pre- 
liminary. emergency 
“Save the Peace" confer- 
ence in Jerusalem in June 
with the participation of 
international personali- 
ties who wish to demon- 
strate their support for 
peace in the Middle East. 
We appeal to you to sup- 
port in every way possi- 
ble our endeavour, for 
peace must be victorious 
and more bloodshed and 
violence must be prevent- 
ed. That is the goal of our 
Copenhagen Movement, 
and we hope and mist 
that alt peace-loving peo- 
ple in the world will give 
us their support. 


LETTERS 


Amazing! 


To the editor: 


I AM an American citizen, bom and raised 
in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania. My wife 
and I came to Jordan recently to visit one 
of my daughters w'ho is happily married to 
a Jordanian, and who has lived in Amman 
with her husband and children for the past 
13 years. I admit that, before my visit, my 
knowledge of Amman was limited, but I 
had many negative impressions and 
expectations which I developed from the 
media and from associating Jordan with 
some of its neighbouring countries. I am 
glad to say that my visit to Jordan has con- 
verted me into an ardent admirer of your 
country and your people. 

The tourist brochures which my daugh- 
ter sent us in advance, prepared us for 
Jordan “the cradle of civilisation, and 
indeed, we marvelled at the remains of 
ancient cultures that adorn your land and 
vour museums. But nothing prepared us 
for the progress and modernity that your 
country has achieved, despite its small 
size and limited population. 

We found hundreds of government 
schools and over thirty mission schools, in 
addition to twenty or so universities, and I 
leami ihai hundreds of Jordanian teachers 
travel every year to neighbouring coun- 
tries to teach in their schools. Your houses 
are built of concrete and sandstone, and 
every house enjoys electricity and running 
water, to say nothing of refrigerators and 
colour and satellite television. Jordanian 
hospitals are full of doctors named in the 
best institutes of ihe West, who have per- 
formed some of the most intricate surgery, 
and some of your hospitals are affiliated 
with the best clinics in the United States, 
like Mayo, Houston, and Cleveland. There 
are chains of all famous hotels, some 
already there and others being built, as 
well as specialty restaurants and all the 
food chains to which we in the United 
States are accustomed. 


We were equally amazed to find your 
shops stocked with the latest fashions and 
American and European brand names, and 
to see the provisions available for enter- 
tainment. The sports cities in Amman and 
Irbid are similar to. and better than some 
that we have in States, and we found 
Jor dani ans playing tennis, basketball, 
horseback riding, soccer, and martial arts. 
There are over twenty cinemas showing 
the latest f ilms from America, and theatres 
which, unfortunately, we could not enjoy 
because of the language barrier, but we 
were able to enjoy a concert of classical 
music performed by students from your 
National Music Conservatory. We were 
amazed to find more than ten bridge clubs, 
in addition to branches of the Rotary 
Club, the Skol Club, and the Lions Club. 
All of this stands comparison with many 
communities in the United States that 
have twice the size and population of 
Jordan. 

However, what 1 found most remarkable 
and admirable is the spirit of your people. 
Jordanians are a hard working, honest, 
hospitable, and family-loving people. 
Your churches and mosques stand side by 
side and are equally respected by all mem- 
bers of tbe community. The streets of your 
towns and cities are clean and safe, and 
young and old people enjoy freedom of 
behaviour, expression, worship, and dress. 
Everyone with whom we met was 
extremely polite and helpful whenever we 
needed help. 

We have returned to our home in 
Philadelphia full of happiness and admira- 
tion for your country and your people. I 
write this letter to you in the hope that you 
may publish iL so that the truth about 
Jordan, as I have seen iL may reach as 
many people as possible. 


Joseph Coleman, 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 
UL&A. 


The ‘saga’ of a sacking 


To tbe editor: 


TO MY American mind, the whole 
saga of Ms. Dabbas’s sacking 
l “Ful bright employee threatens legal 
action over dismissal for political 
activities." Jordan Times. March 22) 
conjures up (yei again) unsavoury 
images of latent Western hypocrisy. 
For how else can I, interpret the 
unfolding events? To follow the shal- 
low logic deployed against Ms. 
Dabbas. all American civil rights 
activists should lose their jobs because 
of their strong political views. 
Needless to say. our incumbent 
President himself was a Fulbright stu- 
dent at Oxford University who dis- 
agreed with the then U.S. foreign poli- 
cy and military conscription, should 
now be jobless, instead of running the 
world’s strongest nation! 

What I have found incredibly irritat- 
ing was an American pontificating 
Jordanian citizens to talk in a docile 
manner to officials with important con- 
nections. Again to my American 
Western mind, officials should be 
respected for their inherent worthiness 


and public contributions, not because 
of their connections. Indeed, the con- 
tent of the official letter directed 
against Ms. Dabbas was patronising 
and conspicuously (and exaggerating- 
ly ) prejudiced. 

The irony really is that despite formi- 
dable societal constraints, few 
Jordanian women have occasionally 
proved to be more outspoken than 
countless (but useless) contingents of 
their male counterparts. A paternalistic 
(and often highly parochial) society 
would be far better off if brave women 
like Ms. Aida Dabbas and Ms. Toujan 
Feisal and many others were not so 
shamelessly suppressed. Though, my 
own empirical research on gender 
issues in the Arab World demonstrates 
that all high spirited Arab women still 
have a long way before reaching satis- 
factory levels of emancipation. For 
their courage, determination and out- 
spokenness. I certainly take off my hat. 


Alice F. Anderson (Dr-) 
Boston, Massachusetts 
U.S.A. 


Silence in the nsme of justice 


To the Editor: 


BIS MIL lah el rah man el raheem 


THANK YOU Dr. Clare Brandabur for 
speaking out in the name of justice and 
freedom of speech. . As a Pales tin ian- 
American Muslim (al ham’du allah). I 
have been discriminated against since 
early childhood (by all Americans, and 
even in Jordan by my own people). 1 had 
no control over things that happened to 
me. but on March 25. I received another 


premonition of what it was ail about* I 
guess you could say I broke some balls. 
L-od has been protecting me all my life. As 
jrophet Mohammad (sal allah wa ah lay 
he wa se Ham) once said (and as was quot- 
ed by the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
Rang, Jr.); “Any man who remains silenr in 
tne name of justice... then that man 
becomes a part of that injustice?’ 
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Another of Jordan's weekly newspapers will resurface on 
the newsstands Saturday. The comeback of A l Urdun. fol- 
lows the ruling by the Higher Court of Justice which found 
the May 1997 amendments to the Press and Publications 
Law unconstitutional Those controversial amendments 
forced most erf the country's weeklies to stop their presses 
on Sept. 23, 1997. Financial losses to these papers is said 
to be high, and thus resumption of publication has been 
slow. Al Urdun’ s reappearance makes it the fourth weekly 
to return : the other three are Al Hadeth, Al BelaeL and Al 
Mithaq. According to its chief editor. Dr. Musa Keilani . A! 
Urdun will unfold with a new design, shape, orientation 
and a roster of new analysts and writers from Jordan and 
abroad. Among some of the new contributors will be Fahmi 
Huweidi and Mohammad Amaru of Egypt. Professor 
Mudather Abdul Rahim of Sudan, and Jack Shaheen of the 
University of Chicago in the U.S. Al Urdun, which actual- 
ly first appeared in 1921 . stopped publication in the late 
80s and was started up again by Dr. Keilani in 1995, has a 
suit pending against the government for compensation for 
losses incurred by the paper and its staff as a result of the 
paper’s forced closure. For those who are not already 
aware of it. Dr. Musa Keilani “ also happens to be ” (does 
this phrase sound familiar ) a brother of Farouk Keilani, 
who was head of the Higher Court of Justice just long 
enough to rule on 'the decision to repeal the amendments to 
the press law, and then be sacked shortly afterwards. 

**** 

IN WHOSE INTEREST? Over at the Jordan Hote- 
liers Association last week a letter signed by six members 
of the association's nine-member board found its way into 
the newspapers. According to the letter, the signatories. 
Abdul Aziz Kabariti . Nader Shalhoub, Issam Fakhreddin, 
Salim Dajani, Adnan Said, and Abdul Raouf Abu Rasa', 
said they regretted having to submit their resignations from 
the board and cited lack of coordination between the board 
president Michel Nazal and the members. Insiders say 
these board members objected to what they saw as unilat- 
eral decisions made on behalf of the JHA by the president 
without consulting board members. But no sooner did the 
article of their resignation appear in the press, than five of 
the signatories retracted their resignations, claiming they 
had no intention of making the issue public, but one of the 
signatories was said to have taken a unilateral decision 
(the practice seem contagious) and leaked the story to the 
press. But however you look at the controversy, hotel 
industry pundits say problems have been simmering for 
some rime. Tensions hit the boiling point when the election 
of the board of directors of the Jordan Tourism Board 
resulted in the election of three hoteliers who came “rec- 


It s called WinNT 


By Jean-CIaude Efias 

MANY ARE the users of 
Microsoft Windows 95 
(Win95) operating system 
who complain about its 
unreliability. When most of 
us made the bold move 
from the previous Windows 
3.1 to Win95, three ele- 
ments attracted us: 
improved overall perfor- 
mance, a better looking 
screen presentation and 
interface and of course the 
novelty. 

But 
viifa 

time we 
discov- 
ered the 





machine would suddenly 
stop working or responding 
to any command or action 
— and the all too familiar 
but dreaded error messages 
like ‘This programme has 
performed an illegal opera- 
tion...'’ Such system fail- 
ures do have a technical 
explanation, but it is not 
always easy to provide users 
with it. Moreover users are 
not interested in explana- 
tions but in solutions — 
even more difficult to pro- 
vide. 

Enter Microsoft Windows- 
NT (WinNT) where “N IT" 
stands for New Technology. 
The product actually has 
been around for a few years 
already but its usage bas so 
far been limited to profes- 
sionals and to local area net- 
works in some cases. 

In a nutshell, WinNT is a 
product that is far superior 
to Win95. Its performance is 
higher and its reliability 
almost perfect Those who 
use it say it is “rock solid.” 

Why is it then that the 
majority of people, private 
and home users in particu- 
lar, doesn’t use it? Not to 
mention those who haven’t 
even heard of it 

To install WinNT on a PG, 
one must have at least twice 
the memory required to 
install Win95. It is also rec- 
ommended to have a fast 


processor and a powerful 
hard disk. The current ver- 
sion 4.0 of WinNT for 
example needs a Pentium 
133 at least to give satisfac- 
tory performance. The 
installation process itself is 
delicate and remains the 
work of professionals. 

WinNT is much slower to 
start up. it doesn't have the 
famous "plug-and-play” 
feature of Win95 (that any- 
way doesn’t always work as 
expected...) and it is -not 
flexible 
when it 
comes 
to' the 
addition 
of mul- 
timedia 
devices: 
sound 
cards, 
video 
fea- 
tures, etc. There are even 
several optional peripherals 
that don't work at all under 
WinNT. 

The above reasons are 
enough of a deterrent to 
keep users away from the 
WinNT. They prefer to stay 
“faithfuTto their Win95 and 
its problems, for the time 
being at least. 

I have personally decided 
to run my office computer 
under WinNT and my home 
machine under Win95. 
Depending on the type of 
applications you may be 
r unnin g and how important 
fabsolute reliability, is to 
you, you may decide to go 
for one system or the other. 
Should you feel like flirting 
with WinNT. ask a profes- 
sional to install it for you; 

In the coming few 
mouths, Microsoft will 
release newer versions of 
both systems. Windows98, 
the successor to Win95 is 
already available in a beta 
(test) version. It should fix 
all or most of Win95 weak- 
nesses. At the same time 
WinNT version 5.0 will 
appear before the end of the 
year. It will keep its leg- 
endary power and reliability 
but will be friendlier to 
manage and may provide a 
plug-and-play facility. We 
will then face an embarrass- 
ing choice. 


ommendetl" by Mr. Nazal And the winners were ; hotel 
proprietors Nadim Muasher of the Amman Marriott. Sami 
Sawalha of the Regency Palace, and Tarif Tabba 'a of the 
Amman International. The five who retracted want to hold 
ne w elections for the association board, hoping to replace 
Mr. Nazal. 

**** 

ANOTHER FORUM: Earlier, the Arab Federation 
for Hotels and Tourism held an extraordinary meeting of its 
general assembly in Amman and reelected Olhman Aeidi as 
chairman, and elected Michel Nazal as deputy chainnan 
and Fakhri Twal as consultant. The federation also agreed 
to consider Jordan as its regional hub. 

• **** 

QUIETLY RETIRING: Also this week Dr. Nazih 
Dabbas. who has been general manager of the Alia Gate- 
way Hotel at Queen Alia International Airport for many 
years has decided to retire and spend some more time at 
home. In more recent years. Dr. Dabbas has been involved 
in the privatisation process of the hotel and the related ren- 
ovations called for in this passenger transit property. 

**#* 

TIME TO POUSH THE SILVER: The Ammon 
Hotel Training College, under the directorship of “mae- 
stro ” Adnan Habbo, will roll out the red carpet for a VIP 
visitor next month. She is French Minister of Tourism 
Michelle Demessine. The visit to Jordan, is in response to 
an invitation extended by Minister of Tourism Akel Bihaji 
during his visit to France last year. Ms. Demessine is 
expected some time after mid-April. While here she will 
check on the progress of French cooperation in Jordan, 
most important of which is the renovation of the Ammon 
Hotel Training College for which France has provided tech- 
nical assistance and shared in the expenses of hiring a chef 
from a culinary school in France to give cooking lessons at 
the college. The college is also hoping the already 
approved fitnds from the French government for the pur- 
chase of kitchen equipment will be made available soon. 

**** 

OH TO BE DOYEN: With the departure of Brazilian 
Ambassador Fernando Silva Alves earlier this month, the 
coveted diplomatic station of “doyen” fell to N as r Abdul 
Aziz Al Nasr, Qatari Ambassador in Amman. Mr. Nasr is 
the second Qatari envoy to hold this position in Jordan. . 


Those who keep tabs on diplomatic hierarchy will question 
why Iraqi Ambassador Nottri Al Weiss, who has been post- 
ed to Amman since August 19S9 and thus was in line to suc- 
ceed Mr. Alves as doyen, did not take the gavel. Mr. Al 
Weiss confided to some colleagues that it would have been 
difficult for him to fulfil the protocol of doyen duties what 
with Iraq's relations with the U.S. the U.N. and Israel and 
thus he forfeited his entitlement. But being doyen does not 
guarantee the holder full diplomatic courtesies as was most 
unfortunately discovered by Ambassador Alves. To say that 
he was disappointed that no one from Jordanian official- 
dom, nor the diplomatic corps, except for his friend arid 
continental colleague Chilean Ambassador Jorge Iglesias, 
nra at the airport to see him and wife off after so many 
years in Amman, is an understatement. 


IN A DIFFERENT COURT: Attorney Hani Dahleh 
does not just win big cases at home, he also is tapped for 
his expertise on a regional level. Most recently he nos 
selected to scr\'e in an unusual court. Mr. Dahleh nos 
names as a member of the judiciary council of the Perma- 
nent Arab Court for Combating Aggression Against 
Women. First established in Morocco in 1993. this popular 
court involves all A mb countries in its activities which are 
focused on hearing testimonies regarding violations of 
women's rights. The nvo major topics of interest are 
aggression against women and unjust laws passed against 
them. The “court” makes recommendations, publishes 
their reports and seek legislative and executive branch 
interest in the concerned countries to amend laws and reg- 
ulations that discriminate against women. The court holds 
sessions once every two years in a different Arab country 
and the sessions can last from 3 Jays to a week. Mr. Dahleh 
is a former secretary general of the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights in Jordan. He also led the ream of lawyers 
representing the plaintiffs in the case of the suspended Jor- 
danian weeklies against the government. 


NOW REALLY!!! Ending on a lighter note. Talk about 
advertising gimmick's!!!! An ad in Al Ra’i last week, 
placed by Abu Zant Trading, caused a sensation when it 
claimed in bold letters to have the first successful attempt 
at cloning in Jordan. The company is in the business of 
selling mannequins. When contacted, an employee admit- 
ted it was just a way of catching reader's attention. 



.. -• M 


THEY DID IT THEIR WAY: ' Laith and Natasha 
Dajani on their wedding day, March 12. 1998. 
Laith, the son of Dr. Akram and Patricia Dajani. 
is corporate quality controller for ABAMEX. 
Natasha, the daughter of Mamoun and Bara' a 
Boukhari, is Amman correspondent for DPA, 
the German Press Agency, and a former Jor- 
dan Times reporter. The couple celebrated 



Jennifer Hamameh 


They 

return to Amman this coming week from their 
honeymoon in Phuket, Thailand and Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Kissing the bride was held 
to a minimum by Laith's two brothers who said 
the new Mrs. Dajani does not want her makeup 
smeared. 
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EU set for 11 -member single currency 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission on 
Wednesday issued a green 
light for 11 countries to 
switch to a single currency 
next year in the biggest 
ever single step towards 
deeper integration in 
turope. 

Austria. Belgium. Fin- 
land, France. Germany. Ire- 
land. Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Spain have all met the 
key qualifying conditions 
on inflation, public ' debt 
and budget deficit levels to 
adopt the euro, the EU’s 
executive arm said in a 
200-page report. 

The recommendation 
clears the wayjor the cre- 
ation of a single currency 
zone of 290 million people 
that will rival the United 
States in terms of economic 
power. 


The commission's list has 
to be endorsed by European 
Union leaders at a special 
summit here on May 2 but 
this is seen as a mere for- 
mality. 

France and Germany, 
whose post-war reconcilia- 
tion has been the driving 
force behind European inte- 
gration. hailed Wednes- 
day’s report as an historic 
turning point. 

“Today is an important 
day for Europe." said Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. 

French Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac declared: 
"This is the beginning of a 
new era.” 

Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi said he 
would have resigned if the 
country had failed to be 
part of such a decisive step 
forward for Europe. 


was 


Wednesday’s list 
published 4i years to the 
day after the signing of the 
Treaty of Rome gave birth 
to the European Communi- 
ty- 

In contrast with the com- 
mission's upbeat assess- 
ment of the degree of con- 
vergence, the European 
Monetary Institute, the 

forerunner of the European 
Central Bank that will run 
the euro, warned that 
France and Germany had 
“considerable" work to do 
to consolidate their public 
finances. 

The EMI also expressed 
reservations about the high 
level of public debt in Bel- 
gium and Italy. Both coun- 
tries have debt levels above 
120 per cent of their GDP. 
Under the 1992 Maastricht 
Treaty, countries are sup- 
posed to be under 60 per 


cent or making progress 
towards this objective. 

Wim Duisenberg. the 
head of the EMI and the 
favourite to be the first 
head of the European Cen- 
tral Bank, warned that 
accounting tricks used by 
countries this year to ensure 
they qualified would have 
to be replaced with struc- 
tural reform. 

“The temporary measures 
adopted by a certain num- 
ber of countries must be 
replaced by sustainable 
reforms," he said. 

Of the 15 EU countries 
only Greece and Sweden 
failed to qualify, the com- 
mission said. The recom- 
mendations did not cover 
Britain and Denmark, 
which have exercised the 
opt-outs they negotiated in 


I Continued on page 9) 
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346.000 250.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.9 

1.17 

36 

1320 

449830 338.50 

341.00 

2.50* 


2.340 

1.660 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

35 

32350 

54518 

1.67 

1.69 

.02- 

♦s 

3.S40 

1.300 

BANK Or JORDAN 

3.9 

0.00 

1 
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1.30 

1.25 

.05- 

s 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.3 

6.07 

6 

41145 

70770 

1.72 

1.72 
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S.300 

4.660 

THE HOUSING BK. 

29.9 

1.94 

a 

10800 

53942 

4.93 

5.00 

.07- 


.920 

.620 

JOR. CULT BANK 

3.B 

11.11 

4 

5250 

3308 

.6* 

.63 

.01- 

s 

4.030 

1.960 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.0 

4.87 

6 

1995 

3934 

1.98 

1.97 

.01- 


1.400 

.800 

BE IT. AL- HAL (BEITNA) 

.5 

17.24 

3 
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962 

.88 

.87 

.01- 


RANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 236.00 *CHG! 

•0.71 
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5.5 
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4 
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1.98 
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2.140 

1.550 

JOR -ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.0 

4.81 

13 

4720 

9eoi 

2.06 

2.08 

.02* 


1.660 

.930 

Natl, portfolio 

42.7 

0.00 

51 

223087 
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1 .06 

1.07 

.01* 


.690 

.370 

JORDAN ZNTL.TRAD. 

20. 5 

0.00 

19 

8600 

3496 

.40 

.40 
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9.600 

6.700 

ALRA'I 

9.6 

6.38 

3 

400 

3725 

9.5C 

9.40 

.10- 


1.480 

1.130 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

17.2 

0.00 

9 

78200 

88758 

1.14 

1.13 

.01- 


4.600 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. I NV. ED UC. 

10.7 

1.86 

8 

140500 

618835 

-1.29 

4.30 

.01* 


1.090 

.900 

ZAFKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

1 
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950 

.95 

.95 

- 


1.830 

1.550 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.9 

7.10 

11 

5050 

7838 

1.55 

1.55 

_ 


.810 

.600 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 
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.66 
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SERVICE 

5 ECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 119.49 *CHG« 
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4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT TACT- 

18.6 

3.97 

11 

10062 

27SB2 

2.76 

2.77 

.01* 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

10.3 

8.39 

8 

B63 

9147 

10. 6C 

10.60 

- 


6.700 

4.SOO 

JORDAN TANNING 

e.B 

7.27 

6 

1325 

7288 

5.50 

5. SO 

- 


2.440 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

q 

0.00 

4 

1350 

1715 

1.21 

1.27 

.06* 


7.3S0 

5.800 

JOR -WORSTED KILLS 

10.2 

3.16 

1 

200 

1264 

6.32 

6.32 
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5.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KAN?. 

14.0 

3.94 

51 

28125 

143262 

5.13 

5.08 

.05- 


7.200 

2.100 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

4.3 

4.76 

1 

3000 

6300 

2.10 

2.10 

— 


1.530 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

15.2 

6.50 

1 

250 

308 

1.20 

1.23 

.03* 

* 

3.010 

2.540 

JOR. PAPER CARD BO . 

14.0 

0.00 

2 

328 

813 

2.54 

2.48 

.06- 


6.350 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV. INV. 

15.1 

4.07 

2 

1050 

6458 

6.15 

6. 15 

- 


3.460 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6-7 

8.77 

5 

2550 

7376 

2.80 

2.B5 

.05* 


.580 

.400 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

10.2 

O.PO 

1 

1000 

483 

.49 

.48 

.01- 

* 

1.100 

.620 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1000 

615 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


.630 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1000 

550 

.55 

.55 



.890 

.370 

I NTBRMED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 

0.00 

11 

13300 

5453 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

s 

3 -OpO 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE -KF AC 

28.2 

0.00 

7 

2150 

2459 

1.14 

1-17 

.03* 


.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

e 

7000 

4130 

.60 

.59 

.01- 


1.560 

1.150 

ARAB P HARK. CHEM. 

17.0 

5.26 

13 

5100 

6850 

1.35 

1.33 

.02- 

s 

1.670 

.810 

UN IV. MOON. INDS- 

16.1 

5.94 

22 

10940 

11131 

1.C2 

1.01 

.01- 


1.380 

.690 

JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

10.4 

12-99 

1 

250 

193 

.77 

.77 

- 


1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

18.9 

0.00 

54 

124100 

127514 

1 .02 

1.03 

.01* 


1:250 

1.000 

IlfTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

3 

122550 

147035 

:.:b 

1.18 

- 


1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. L VEC. 

48.4 

0.00 

5 

14500 

14685 

1.C3 

1.02 

.01- 


.850 

.860 

JORDAN STEEL 

37.1 

8.10 

39 

73512 

60361 

.81 

.82 

.01* 


- .820 

. .570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

15-63 

13 

16500 

10398 

.63 

.64 

.01* •' - 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.08 *CHC: 

*0.10 

275 

442005 

603665 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 168 

.09 *CHC: 

-0.46 

494 

1000522 

2214449 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FDR 

WEDENSDAY 

25/03/1998 




N 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT G FIN.BNX.75* 

17.2 

0.00 

6 

2 3750 

16589 

.92 

.93 

.01* 


.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9 

0.00 

10 

35050 

13670 

.39 

.39 

- 1 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. S0« 

9 

0.00 

15 

69400 

16656 

.7* 

.74 

- 1 


.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

33 

123142 

59871 

-4a 

.48 

- 


1.000 

.720 

AL-SHAPQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

2 

12000 

120OC 

.97 

1.00 

.03* 

5 

36.000 

1.050 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

3.7 

2.61 

1 

500 

525 

:.:c 

1.05 

.05- 


.780 

.610 

AL - 0 AWL I Y AH 75* 

66.2 

0.00 

13 

20532 

8863 

.58 

.69 

.01* 


1.000 

.850 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

16.2 

5.26 

1 

5000 

*750 

1.00 

.95 

.05- 


.290 

.120 

JOR . INDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

200C0 

28C3 

- 1 3 

.14 

.01* 


.470 

-24C 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

43.8 

0.00 

27 

116000 

4*080 

.30 

. 38 

- 


.530 * 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

3 

5650 

1885 

.34 

.33 

.01- 


.750 

.360 

NATL. .MULT. ENG. NAM I CO 


0.00 

38 

97600 

34164 

■ 39 

. 39 

- 


1.230 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

13.3 

0.00 

2 

4 50 

495 

l.OS 

1.10 

.05* 


.800 

.310 

NAY Z AX DIES G MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

35 

.37 

.35 

.02- 


.520 

.400 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 


0.00 

2 

2100 

860 

.41 

.40 

.01- 


.690 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90« 

E 

0.00 

3 

600 

318 

.64 

.63 

.01- 


1.500 

. 880 

UNION TOBACCO 751 

9 

0.00 

2 

3C8 

357 

1.28 

1.41 

.03* 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

C -00 

2 

2000 

1420 

. 71 


- 


.460 

.240 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

o.oo 

4 4 

12 350 

3591 

.29 

.29 

- 


.830 

.510 

INDS. CERAMIC 

13.9 

0.00 

*9 

6C00 

3183 

.53 

.53 

- 

51 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

E 

0.30 

11 

12100 

7744 

.64 

.64 

- 

* 

.740 

■ 4H0 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

28 

328SC 

19203 

.46 

.46 

.02- 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 27,1998 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can’t stand it when 
people beat around the bush. Today, all you 11 have to 
do is ask! If you seem to be gening contradictory 
answers, don’t back off. Just point that out and keep 
after it until you get the whole story. This could be very 


entertaining. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your boss or an older 
person is in a generous mood. Watch out for one who 
wants to pay you with advice instead of cash, though. 
Don't take any IOUs. Meanwhile, value your sweet- 
heart's advice highly. He or she can see something 
you're missing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Ask a Libra friend out 
to dinner. If you don't have a one, just ask the most 
attractive person you know. The combination with your 
sign and Libra is very complimentary. With your hyper- 
activity; you can both bum off those extra calories. Get 
out there and play! 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Information from a pri- 
vate source might not be right. The person who’s pass- 
ing along the gossip got it from somebody else, and you 
know how those things go. You’re pretty good at dish- 
ing innuendoes yourself. So don’t pass along any infor- 
mation you're not certain about. And don’t pay much 
attention to anything you hear, either. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you don't have a mar- 
vellous time today, it’s your own fault Everyone you 
know will be enjoying themselves. It’s an excellent day 
for group activities and meetings. Keep people focused 
on the subject at hand. Even big changes will be easy 
with the conditions that are in effect right now. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’ll have to 
stay on your toes to keep ahead of the action today. 
Instead of getting frustrated, offer some guidance. You 
can figure out what the objective is, and the best route 
to get there. In other words, you're the navigator. Don't 
just sit there and be a passenger in life today. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may have 
to go farther than you expected to get what you want If 
it's not available in the local stores, try checking the cat- 
alogues. Actually, it may not even have been invented 
yet. Not to worry. Things are changing so fast that it'll 
probably be here soon. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you don’t 
have any investments, it's time you got some. Things 
are changing all around you. That’s all the more reason 
to think about your security. Focus on long-term goals 
today. Otherwise, you’re liable to spend everything 
you’ve got on something you want now. Resist the 
temptation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You’re in for a very interesting day. Your competition 
has ihe advantage. Instead of getting into a fight you 
can’t win. go into the situation with hat in hand. If you 
take this stance in a confrontational situation, you'll 
learn something valuable and make a good impression 
on the other person. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Some- 
body's trying to.talk your ear off. He or she wants to sell 
•you soraettorig.-There’s only one thing to keep m mind. 
If this item is going to bring you more money, it’s good. 
If it’s going to cost you more money, it’s bad- Make that 
clear and you'll shorten the conversation considerably. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re 
attractive to a person whom you find attractive. The two 
of you might be able to get together for lunch or dinner. 
The conversation you get into could have interesting 
side effects. Something that starts out as a friendship 
could easily develop into more. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There is change in 
the air. You're lucky, forceful and dynamic. You're also 
good-looking. So what have you got to worry about? 
Absolutely nothing! Make your life into what you’ve 
always wanted it to be. Toss out whatever doesn’t work 
and get on to whatever does. You know which is which. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Sported 
5 Map book 
10 Egyptian bird 

14 Infamous Idi 

15 Railroad switch 

16 Stable female 

17 Look after 
13 Painted pony 

19 Outline 

20 Easter item 

21 Kindergarten 
art medium 

23 Beam 

supporting a 
pitched roof 

25 Man from 
Tarsus 

26 Thyroid 
treatment 

29 Plant implants 
33 Pisa's river 
35 Suckling babe 
37 Charged 
particle 
33 Cana 

40 Create lace 

41 Actress BergBr 

43 French season 

44 Nap per 
47 AD aflutter 

43 Sunday speech 
50 Ultimatum 
phrase 
52 Movie dog 
54 Went off course 
57 Seneca. 
Cayuga, et al. 

62 Cost to 
participate 

63 Arabian gulf 

64 Higher Of two 

65 Common rail 

66 Traditional 
knowledge 

57 Thin layer 

68 Irritate 

69 Oodles 

70 Waterproof 
covers, briefly 

71 Pindar's output 


TMSPuzztasCaoLcom 



By Alan Olschwsng 
Huntington Beach, CA 


DOWN 

1 Irrigate 

2 Greek letter 

3 Third one on 
the (eft hand 

4 Conclusion 

5 Pain kilter 

6 Watery 


7 Breathing 
organ 

8 Chips in chips 

9 Computer 
capacity 

10 Antelope with 
curved horns 

11 Indonesian 
island 

12 Persian Gulf 
nation 

13 Posted 

21 Nourished 

22 Siamese 
sounds? 

24 Feature, to 
Roger Rabbit 

27 Cashews and 
filberts 

28 Muse of poetry 

30 Hons (foeuvres 

31 In (as a 

whole) 

32 Obstade 

33 Iowa college 
town 

34 Cost per unit 

36 End of a team? 
39 Stood up 

42 Life of RBev 



Peanuts 


tv**-* 1 

ASS V5- 


7WS 




TC 3 s v.- 
Uu'CRK.. 


j : M -AiST Nt A W6S LANDSCAPE ifc'STH , 
•t^C Mt&TPr ARMIES c AC!Se EACH OTtfEfc | 
lACKCfS AN ENORMOUS valley sene at* 

; A a’lDS SKV MTU DARK STOR/Vt ClCL’95 
SA^Sk!N6 in the DISTANCE.. 



rr looks more/that's what 
LIKE A DOCK / I CALL IT... 
LANDING ON / "DUCK 
ITHE WATER.. | LANDING ON 
THE WATER' 



Andy Capp 


O 'WXi' ” 

ysr pwc»! , ww , n llwI «“ 1 

«e 





Id 'Me r>nn 

MngmnMmd. 


45 Give over for 
protection 

46 Goes back to a 
former way 

49 Something that 
attracts 
51 Brown, the 
band leader 
53 First Greek fewer 


55 Spooky 

56 Bargains 

57 Roosevelt's 
dog 

58 A false god 

59 Roman tyrant 

60 Impersonator 

61 Retain 

65 Sell-mit letinn: 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 



gnPETAST FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 26, 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc, p 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) The thing you and your 
friends want to do turns out to be too expensive. Don't 
sive up your dream, but do find another source of 
Income. It's likely you’ll come up with a creative idea 
tonight. An older person, somebody you don t always 
agree with, is most likely to think of it. Accept sugges- 
tion from everybody . ‘ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) An offer you accept 
first rhing this morning can work out well. Later in die 
day it will be hard to get agreement on anything. 
That’ll be true with your friends, your boss even your 
spouse Hang on a little longer. More money should 
become a available tomorrow. After that, you’ll notice 
things loosening up. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) \oui sweetheart makes 
a demand this morning that will hardly thrill you. It’s 
one of those “If you loved me, you’d...” kind of things. 
In this case, it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to comply, ft 
won’t cost you that much, and it means quite a bit to the 

other person. . 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A loved one will give 
you excellent advice today. It’s important to listen and 
learn. You don’t need to do what he or she says. Just 
accept the coaching and make the decision. Well, that’s 
the idea, anyway. Actually, you might be able to get 
away with letting the other person make a couple of the 
decisions, too. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Somebody at home is an 
anchor around your neck today. He or she won’t go 
along with your ideas, perhaps for good reason. That 
makes it even more infuriating, since you and a partner 
are convinced you’re right. Instead of being upset, lis- 
ten. Your antagonist may see something you're avoid- 


ing 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The pace is 
picking up, and by tomorrow it’s full speed ahead. 
Right now you have some time to practise and ponder. 
Everybody thinks you know everything, and that’s fine 
with you. The truth is that you have to study just like 
everybody else, and this is the day to do it. Don’t fall 
into the trap of simply reading comic books. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you do a lit- 
tle research, you might find a good deal on something 
about buying real estate? If so, you need to do the 
homework first. You do the homework and you have a 
better chance of getting the home. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re 
strong, energetic and exceptionally good-looking. 
You’ll need every bit of that extra energy to get what 
you want. To outwit a stubborn roommate, encourage 
his or her outrageous side. This person wall get so crazy, 
you’ll have free reign. You'll be the only sane one left. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Some people can be so stubborn. Your problem is that 
you try to please everybody. Today, that’s going to be 
really difficult Why don’t you just please the one who 
signs your paycheques and worry about the other one 
later? 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Schedule 
a breakfast date as early as possible. During the middle 
of the' day, there win be conflict and -that’s not a good 
time to go shopping. Well, you can if you’re careful 
about your spending. Only go shopping with a person 
who’s tighter with money than you are. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re in a 
strong position. If you’re in a conflict with a Scorpio, 
however, be carefuL Scorpios like to be in control at all 
times, or they tend to get a little nasty. Show your mas- 
tery by letting this person have what he or she wants. 
Only if it’s legal and within reason, of course. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There might be a 
battle raging out there. It could involve a friend who 
lives far away, who’s upset at being unable to do every- 
thing he or she wants. You can counsel your friend to 
lighten up a little bit, and that’s a good idea. Do what 
you can to help. 


Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“1 always prayed that I’d go bald at 
a young age. Anything was better 
than one of my mom's haircuts." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by h«nri AmgW «Ad Mto Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
ora terar to each square, to form 
four onffoary words. 


PRUNS 



U 

u 

□ 



MHpananM. 


TOPIL 


n 

□ 

nz 


LAPPOR 


LL 



□ 



KEYRAB 





)OU MIGHT SAY A 
BABY DELIVERS? 
IN FLIGHT 15 
THIS. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as Wfl* 
gested by the above cartoon 


□ 

^y > 

i A j 


□ 



Ybaterda/a 


Iftnswera igmww 

Jumble®; POWER SCOUR CARBON KETTLE 
Anwwn What the guitar-playing geologist was 

known as — A -ROC1C STAR 


'its* w 5 ‘ 

rker s to relu 




.iff 






£ * ' 

, t;li> ‘ 


A I; 




ViatfH"-" ... 

vP* 

L ■ .. 




■.jp' 1 - 




Ctfiiiiei approves 


for 26 independei 


. £ C^ f 

" r ,r ; 

y >U" lvr 

i'iii’i 1 " 1 


r,.| tr 


A 


Council of Min 
fcburscment of Jl& 


gcsr* 1 ' 

jlf.e • |i ‘ 
.!•«. JkI . • ! 
r - :f ' 
ill- Win:- 
VJPbUn! 1 

;•$ '!»:>■ 1 


Sr: irrnc 

: zZ 'z \ *—* '# 

Ihe Business 1 


JW£V 

USD • DEM 

mm 


•Mar 

1 

£sn 

* M 

•Hark 

0 545- 

:ssu. 

; 

Sorting 

i • 3 . 06 XS 


: x 

IFbik 

L. 

•/hi 

:»5T ; 122 27 

c ::"3 i ■**.» 

a***: 

' IS 

i Defer 

C.73S: ; :.2S&7 

*4.3 ' 

* « 

iin 

CwI3£ 1 I r*3 



udder 

0 4CM S3 *3 


'Z 

rnanc 

01631 3.2SE3 

C M"4 

:* l. 




asL_ 

USD 

JCD 

SA* 

3A. 

iDefar 



L.7SCS 

2jj‘- 

■aDnai 

1.41 C* 

. 

sjrm 

IK, 

fcSyal 

0.3S56 

C '393 


: 

3s Dinar 

165 

* 

s ws. 


afcar 

0 274S 

C -&4S 

’■IX* . 


^ttnar 

Knar 

32749 
0 2723 

: ::‘a 
0 7 SCI 

'2 2J.2* 

• 'if ■* 

" ■- -- 

$W1D00 

0 65 

0.464C 

:4SLS 
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First Division Basketball Championship 

Jeel face Jalil in crucial 


encounter tonight 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Time s Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — While 
Thursday's Jazireh-Hussein 
match in Irbid does not 
promise any competitive 
action, the other first divi- 
sion match following it at 
Al Hassan Sports City is 
crucial for both teams. 

Al Jalil are in desperate 
need of a win when they 
face Al Jeel to whom they 
lost by one point 61-60 in 
the first round. 

Although they beat Al 
Hussein 47-35. Al Jalil now 
find themselves out of their 
usual fourth place which 
they have conceded to new- 
comers Al Jeel. 

The former second divi- 
sion team has defied expec- 
tations as they also beat Al 
Hussein in the first round 
and need only one more win 
to secure their place in the 
six-team group. 

Al Jalil and Al Hussein 
therefore Find themselves in 
the unenviable position of 
having to play to avoid the 
re legation -threatened last 

place. 

In the other match, title- 
holders Al Jazireh who 
ended the first round with 
an unbeaten streak seem 
unlikely to have any prob- 
lems in securing another 
win. 

They beat Al Hussein 89- 
43 in the first round match 
and scored the biggest 
result of the tournament 
when they bear Al Jeel 130- 
50 in their latest match. 

Throughout the prelimi- 
nary round, Al Jazireh dis- 
played a fast attacking style 
in knocking out opponents 
including former champs Al 
Orthodoxi 92-84. although 
they had a hard time man- 



Ti tie holders Al Jazireh 


aging a 75-69 win over Al 
Ahli. 


Al Ahli. who came in sec- 
ond last year, have the day 
off together with Al 
Orthodox i before they meet 
Saturday. Regardless of 
their results in the two 
rounds, the top three teams 
— Jazireh. Ahli and 
Orthodoxi — will have a 
shot at the title with intro- 
duction of the playoff sys- 
tem this vear. 


In their latest matches. Ai 
Ahli beat Hussein 61-43 
and Al Orthodoxi beat Al 
Jalil 93-43. 

Al Ahli have been tack- 
ling Technical and manager- 
ial" obstacles for the past 
two seasons — a fact that 
delated their pre-season 
training. They were also 
lc»oking for a coach while 
working on the return of 
their ” veterans Yousef 
Zaghloul and Marwan 
Ma'touq to the team after 


missing last season. 

A! Jazireh's win last year 
ended a 30-year domination 
by rivals Orthodoxi and AJ 
Ahli. 


Al Orthodoxi had an 
undisputed reign from 
1976-19S9. but Al Ahli won 
the tide in 1990. 1992. 1993 
and 1994 aided by the sign- 
ing of Bushnaq. 

Al Orthodoxi came back 
to win in 1991. 1995 and 
1996. 


STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

Sf 

Sa 

Pts 

Jazireh 

6 

6 

- 

559 

359 

12 

Orthodoxi 

6 

5 

1 

529 

336 

11 

Ahli 

6 

4 

o 

412 

363 

10 

Jeel 

6 

2 

T 

354 

528 

s 

Jalil 

6 

I 

5 

303 

439 

7 

Hussein 

6 

- 

6 

304 

436 

6 


McRae throws down 
gauntlet in Portugal 


MATOSINHOS. Portugal 
( AFP) — Colin McRae dis- 
pelled doubts he may be 
having engine problems in 
his Subaru Impreza to 
throw down the gauntlet ro 
his challengers through 
Wednesday’s first four spe- 
cials on the final day of the 
Rally of Portugal. 

McRae was behind 
Spain's Carlos Sainz. in his 
works Toyota Corolla, on 
the day’s first timed section 
but then set the scratch 
times on the next two spe- 
cials. 

Belgium's Freddy Loix. 
who had launched a threat- 
ening attack late Tuesday in 


his privately-entered Toyota 
Corolla, posted the fastest 
time on the next special. 

But the Scot was less than 
two seconds slower and 
overall he led Loix by 
16sec and Sainz by 30sec. 

Safari Rally winner 
Richard Bums of Britain 
was 44sec off the pace in 
fourth place in his 
Mitsubishi Carisma. 

McRae had another four 
specials to defend his lead 
for his first win of the sea- 
son. and J4ih of his career. 
Mechanical problems have 
let him down in two of the 
first three rounds of the 
championship. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


Q. 1 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

spade. What do you respond. 1 


*05 TAJ 7 2 :A KJ: *8 6 5 


The bidding has proceeded; 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
l: Pn IT a*' 


Q.4 > Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AK9 7Q95 tAQIOS *743 
Partner opensthe tnddme 'nth 
three clubs. What do you bid r,™’ 


■weak 

What action do vou take? 


Q.3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
Souih jgu hold. 


Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


*986 ~QJ vJ 1053 *AJI08 


*AK5 ~KI08 :A73 *AI062 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three diamonds. 
What action do you take’ 


i rre bed-line has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

IT 1* Pus * 

What action do you take’ 


Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold 


*E 3 tAQBS AKQG3 *Q6 


Q. 3 > Both vulnerable. 03 South 
-.ou hold: . 


The biddl.-.e has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Pass !* PM 


*Q 10753 TQJ 1 -AKJ7 ** ■ 

Partner opens the bidding with one v»nat do you tn.. now. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Thais rebel over order to shave 


BANGKOK (.AFP) — Six Thai soccer stars have deliber- 
ately missed matches? and training after being told to 
shave their heads by the national coach. The players 
missed a frien-J !y international against Kazakhstan, but a 
Thai football association official said Wednesday the dis- 
pute was “a misunderstanding." "The coach asked them 
to voluntarily shave their heads to forge team unity. But 
he did not foice them to shave." said the official. Thailand 
still won the match 1-0 against Kazakhstan, who they 
play again Thursday. There had been conflicting reports 
as to why the footballers went missing. Some said they 
might have been offered terms to move to Singapore. The 
Thai football team is currently preparing for the Asian 
Games in Bangkok in December. 


Karros to miss start of season 


LOS ANGELES 1 AFP 1 — Los Angeles first baseman 
Eric Karros, who last reason was the lone Dodger to play- 
in all 162 games, will undergo surgery on his left knee 
Tuesday and be out ihree-to-M\ weeks. Hobbled all spring 
by the ailing knee. Karros elected to undergo a diagnostic 
arthroscopy ai Ccminelo Hospital in Los Angeles. The 
decision was made Monday after a visual inspection of 
the knee was performed by doctor Ralph Gambardalla. 
who suspected cartilage damage. Team physician Frank 
Jobe said Karros has had persistent knee pain and the joint 
has not responded well to treatment. Karros' operation 
comes exactly one week before the start of the Major 
Leacue Baseball season on March 31. 


Edmundo ordered to pay $200,000 


RIO DE JANEIRO <AFPi — Brazilian star striker 
Edmundo was ordered ro pay the mother of a car crash 
victim S200.0t)T» and an unp^ecified monthly pension on 
Tuesday. The court found Edmundo responsible for the 


1995 car crash which killed his woman passenger Joana 


Martins Como lliane. The three-car accident, which 
caused three deaths altogether, occured after Edmundo 
left a night club. Edmundo. who walked out on his Italian 
club Fiorentina without playing for them, has not ruled 
out his hopes of making Brazil's final squad for the World 
Cup in Franco ir* Jime-Juiy. 


Lineker 

backs 

Sheringham 
ahead of 
Owen 


LONDON (AFP) — ■ 

Former England goalscor- 
ing hero Gary Lineker 
admits that teenage sensa- 
tion Michael Owen is a bet- 
ter player than he ever was 
— but he still believes 
Teddy Sheringham should 
remain as Alan Shearer’s 
strike partner for the World 
Cup. 

Lineker, who scored 48 
goals in 80 games for 
England, has huge respect 
for the 18-year-old 
Liverpool ace's ability. But 
he believes his best role in 
France would be as a sub- 
stitute for Manchester 
United's Sheringham. 
ready to use his phenome- 
nal pace to exploit tiring 
defenders' lack of speed 
towards the end of matches. 

“At the moment. 1 think 
the favourite partnership 
would be Shearer and 
Sheringham. but it’s nice ro 
have Owen in reserve.” 
said Lineker, who also 
insisted that Paul 
Gascoigne had to be picked 
if he was fit. 

“Owen and I are worlds 
apart. 1 was slow and a late 
developer and he is infinite- 
ly more talented than I was 
at that stage — or was at 
my peak, probably. But I 
would probably score more 
goals in the long-run. 

“At the moment, you 
would say that Michael 
looks to be the sort of play- 
er that would come on for 
the last 20 minutes with his 
incredible pace and feet and 
make things happen. 

“Shearer and Sheringham 
give us a nice balance, they 
are a proven partnership, 
Teddy always gives you a 
bit of depth, which is good 
from one of your strikers. 

“Michael Owen gives you 
different strengths as he 
won't drop deep like 
Sheringham does but he 
gives you greater width and 
get crosses in that Shearer 
could take advantage of. 

“It’s a nice choice for 
coach Glenn Hoddle to 
have and I think he has 
publicly stated that he was 
a little bit worried about 
Sheringham ’s physical 

capacity to endure a lot of 
games in the World Cup, he 
felt he struggled a bit in 
Euro 96." 

Lineker added: “I would- 
n’t say that anyone is guar- 
anteed a place in the squad. 

"I know what Glenn is 
saving about Michael 
Owen not being a natural 
goal-scorer because he does 
other things as well. But 
he’s certainly going to 
score a few goals. 

“Looking at it from afar, 
it would seem that Glenn is 
intimating that Michael 
isn’t a Gerd Muller poach- 
er-type, that sort of player, 
even like Robbie Fowler 
that makes runs into the 
near post and scores goals 
like that. 

“He’s probably saying 
there’s a bit more to him in 
that he gets wide and gets 
crosses in. 

“I think Glenn’s right to 
find out about Michael 
Owen now and he looks an 
awesome talent, there’s no 
question about that. His age 
shouldn't count against him 
and he doesn't have the fear 
that some older players 
might have.” 

As for Gascoigne, he 
added: "There’s no debare. 
If he's fit, he goes and if he 
isn’t fit. then he doesn't and 
I’m sure Glenn feels the 
same. “I think he's a funda- 
mental part of the team and 
realistically if we are going 
to challenge for the World 
Cup. we need Gazza fit and 
on top of his game.” 


Karlsruhe sack Schaefer 


have 

after 


COLOGNE (AFP) — Karlsruhe 
sacked coach Winfried Schaefer 
almost 12 years in the job. 

The new man at the helm will be Jot^g 
Berger, well-known in Bundesliga circles 
as a ‘fireman* who comes to a troubled club 
at the 11th hour to save it from relegation. 

Karlsruhe fit the bill. 

Despite playing in Europe earlier this sea- 
son in the UEFA Cup they are now third 
from bonora and seriously in danger of get- 
ting the chop to Germany's second division. 

The 48-year-old Schaefer, considered an 
institution in Karlsruhe, will receive a gold- 
en handshake of an estimated 1.2 million 
marks. 

He joined Khrlsruhe in 1986 and made a 
name for the small provincial team with 


P * 

three appearances in the UEFA Cup and fjjg 


purchase of German star Thomas Haessfe; |pt- 

from Italy. . ». 

Berger will take over on Thursday • 
lead the team into their tough match this ’ 
weekend against Bayem Munich. In a*' 
vears he spent at Eintiacht Frankfurt (1988, 

*19911. Cologne (1991-1993) and Schalla 
(1993- 1996) he pulled all three clubs out of; 
the fire, only to be replaced later on by big. 
ger name coaches. 

His last position was at Swiss side Bask 
who replaced him in October. 

“Berger is the right man for the job," 
goalkeeper Claus Reitmaier said. “He has 
Fed a lot of teams out of trouble and he wfli 
manage it with us too.” 
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Houston Rockets forward Kevin Willis pulls a defensive rebound away from 


Milwaukee Bucks guard Ray Allen in the first quarter at the Bradley Center in 
Milwaukee. Rockets center Hakeem Olajawon is sandwiched in the middle. The 


Bucks won 118-108 (Reuters photo) 


"m of iht- 1 ,.s. return* d fu-v? H 
-!i«ta of Spain during thtrz i 
■‘Hipiim Championship'. K*uj 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 
San Antonio 
Utah 

Milwaukee 
Washington 
New York 


106 

85 

86 
92 
118 
99 
SS 


Toronto 

Orlando 

Cleveland 

Phoenix 

Housion 

Portland 

Golden State 


89 

73 

85 

73 

108 

87 

75 



NHL 

New Jersey 
Buffalo 
Phoenix 
Vancouver 
Los Angeles 


Philadelphia 
Calgary 
Toronto 
NY Islanders 
San Jose 


Casablanca ATP Toot 

Hichara Arazi (Mor x21 bt Hernan Gumy ( Are) 
6-3, 0-6, 6-1 S 

Karim Aland (Mor x3) bt Marcelo Craca (Ger) 
6-3. 6-2 

Albert Portas (Spa xl) bt Gilbert Schaller ( Aut) 
6-4, 6-1 

Attila Savolr (Hun) bt Rainer Schuttler (Ger) 
6-3, 6-2 


Alex Calatrava (Spa) bt Franco Squillari (Arg) 
6-3. 6-3 


Christian Ruud (Nor) bt Marzio Martelli (Ita) 
6-4, 6-4 


Fernando Vicente (Spa) bt John Van Lottum (Ned) 
1-6. 6-3. 6-0 




geng Schalken (Ned x5) bt Alex Lopez-Moron (Spa) 


Juan- Antonio Marin (Spa x6) bt Renzo Furlan (Ita) 
4-6, 6-4, 6-0 ' 


Charles Auffray (Fra) bt Jens Knippschild (Ger) 
3-6. 6-3. 6-0 
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Amaud Di Pasquale (Fra) bt Amaud Boetsch (Fra) 
6-3, 4-6, 6-3 


Andria Gaudenzi (Ita. x4) bt Andrei Pavel (Rom) 
6-7 (6/8), 7-5, 6-3 ' ’ 



Jordi Burillo (Spa x7) bt Alberto Martin (Spa) 
6-2. 6-4 


en ' Expres 


Sebastian Grosjean (Fra) bt Martin Sinner (Ger) 
7-6 (6/4). 6-3 
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CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORD 
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CINEMA 
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CINEMA 


GALLERIA 2 
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Leonardo Di Caprio ... in 


Val Kilmer & 
Elizabeth Shue... in 




The biggesc cinema prucuction 


ROMEO & JULIET 


THE SAINT 


TITANIC 


Kim Basinger ... in 

L.A. CONFIDENTIAL 

Show*; 12.30. 3:30. 6:00. S IS. 10:45 


ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENLVG 


TEL 5V5a7y3 


GALLERIA 1 


A 


ABDOUN 


GRAND OPENING 




Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6: 15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12: 30. J: 30. 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 5:00. 7 .00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILAALWALI 

l ARABIC 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


i! TITANIC 

;! Shows; 5:15.8:30 
!j The JUm ts also on at 2:00 p.m. & 
12:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. Thursdays 
■. end Fridays * 


titanic 

Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 

The film is also an at 12. 00 n.m, m 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 


V 


Tfeftam'&eTheate 
TEL: 4625155;:" 




STARTING APRIL Gl W; 

Don’t Laugh PI 
We’re Jord 

Starring Hisham Janes, Antal 
Ranui Kundi (utd the grow 



at 8:30 p.m 
For reservations call: 4640155. 4625155, 
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Riyadh opens door for Jordanian 
workers to return to Saudi market 


** ACCORblNG TO government sources, the 
Saudi authorities have started to allow the 
return of Jordanian workers to Saudi Arabia 
following the improvement of relations 
between the two countries. The sources 
described, the Saudi lifting of restrictions on 
issuing visas to Jordanian labour as an 
extremely positive step. They indicated that the 
return of Jordanian workers will be according 
to the needs and requirements of the Saudi 
market which is considered one of the largest 
markets in the Gulf countries. 

The Jordanian government has exerted major 
efforts with the various Arab Gulf states over 
the past months to open the way for employing 
Jordanians in various specialities. These efforts 


were successful in increasing the number of 
Jordanian workers m some of the Gulf coun- 
tries such as Oman. Bahrain and Yemen in 
addition to Qatar which absorbed thousands of 
Jordanians over the past period. 

Despite not having fresh statistics about the 
number of Jordanians who work in Arab coun- 
tries, latest available data show that around 
200,000 Jordanians work in various sectors in 
Arab countries, including the Gulf states. The 
highest percentage of Jordanians working 
abroad had to leave their jobs during 1990 as a 
result of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait which is 
still refusing to allow Jordanians to return to 
work in the emirate (AJ Aswaq). 


Cabinet approves JD502 million budgets 
for 26 independent public institutions 


** THE CABINET has approved the 1998 
budgets of 26 independent public institutions 
which include for the first time the Radio and 
Television Corporation and the Jordanian 
Cooperative Corporation. The budgets total 
JD502 million of which capital expenditure 
amounts to JD2i9 million. Most of the capital 
spending goes for the Water Authority which 


had a JD127 million. 

The budgets of the 26 institutions envisage 
JD249 million in recurrent earnings, JD126 
million in capital earnings, JD44 million in 
government assistance and another JD44 mil- 
lion as government contribution in the projects. 
Aid and grants were estimated at JD37 million 
(A1 Dustourl 


Council of Ministers authorises 
disbursement of JD23m to municipalities 


THE CABINET has decided to extend ister added. 


JD23 million to all municipalities to support 
their budgets and enable them to implement 
service projects for the citizens. Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Minister Tawfiq Kreishan has 
said. The amounts will be disbursed from the 
fund where “fuel fees" are deposited, the min- 


Mr. Kreishan said the money will be dis- 
bursed from the beginning of next month at the 
latesL The Municipality of Greater Amman 
will get 20 per cent of the total amount. fAl 
Ra'i). 
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The Business of Information 

Major Currencies & Cross Rates 

Prices as at 25/03/9817:12 



USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 1 

US Dollar 

- . 


0-5976 

14933 

128.68 

1.4120 

1802.50 

2.0618 


DEMark 

0.5467 

- 

0.3265 

0.8170 

70.43 

0.7720 

985.13 

1.1271 


GB Stalling 

1.6735 


- 

2.5010 

215.62 

23630 

301648 

3.4508 


., CH Franc 

JP Yen '. 

. CA Dollar r . 

JL6697 

iioon, 

0-7082 

12227. 

.1-4196. 

L2957 

,fl399jl 

04637 

04231. 

i 

.11595, 

1 T PS86 

1-1.10,! • 

1.0963. 

,120548 
- 13i98 
027ZJ03 

J37.27 

.159,95 

itH605- 

if 

IT Lira 


1.0149 

0.3315 


1401.16 

0.7837 

- 

1144 

34021 

NL Guilder 

0X850 

88.73 

02896 

7247 

6242 

0.6847 

873.39 

' 

2.9722 

FR Franc 

0.1631 

0.2993 


FTTmTi 

2098 

0.2303 

3392 

334200 

* 




Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7506 

02770 

3.6392 

02054 

3.6725 

152720 

34065 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

52898 

02317 

5.1329 

04307 

5.1798 

2154.02 

42046 

Saudi Riyal 

02668 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

027 

Q.Q814 

0.98 

40720 

02083 

Bahrain Dinar 

265 

14807 

92485 

- 

9.65 

02100 

9.74 

405124 

9.0360 

Qatar Dinar 

02748 

0.1948 

12306 

12306 

- 

0.0839 

121 

419.65 

02361 

Kuwait Dinar 

32749 

23219 

122826 

1.2346 

11.92 

• - 

1203 

500147 

02361 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1931 

1.0212 

0.1027 

0.9909 

0.0831 

- 

41525 

0.9276 

Lebanese/1 000 

0.65 

0.4642 

24558 

02469 

23829 

0.1999 

24047 

- 

22305 

Egyptian 

02938 

02081 

1.1010 

0.1107 

12683 

02896 

12781 

44822 

- 

Energy 




Mid-East Currencies 

Oils 

Last 

reviou 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

13.99 

14.10 


SA Riyal 

02866 

04877 

0.15832 

0.39841 

34.3418 

W. Texas 

1541 

1548 


AE Dirham 

02723 

049801 

0.16271 

040687 

352717 

Bonny 

1329 

14.10 


KW Dinar 

32749' 

5.99161 

125695 

429237 

421.763 

Dubai 

12.08 

1253 


BH Dinar 

02770 

425201 

128504 

326354 

341.647 

UL Gas 

153.00 

154.00 


CY Pound 

1.8692 

34195 

1.1169 

27926 

240.732 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

• -1- 

-3- 

-6- 

-1 - 

Gold (oz's) 

2992 

299.7 


C'ncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

Silver (oz's) . 

626 

629 


USD 

5.7109 

5.7266 

5.7500 

52518 

Platinum (oz's) 

408 

410 


GBP 

74896 

7.5625 

7.5625 

7.5625 

AL (3 Months) 

1476 

1478 


JPY 

0.9375 

02125 

0.7813 

0.7500 

CU (3 Months) 

1766 

1789 


DEM 

32729 

3.6353 

3.6979 

3.8281 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1110 

1115 


FRF 

32215 

1.3984 

14688 

12328 

Lead (3 Months) 

569 

570 


CHF 

12438 

3.5703 

3.6563 

32438 



5600 


KM 

5.6180 

52830 

5.0090 

- 


Libor Fixing 
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Bourse 

Index 

Value 




Low 

1331 

NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

8950.52 

46.08 

0.52 


8905.19 

890444 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1111.99 

624 

0.57 

111327 

110525 

110525 

London 

FT-SE 100 

59862 

3.1 

0.05 

60072 

59652 

5883.7 

Tokyo 


1665824 

5125 

021 


16574.5 

168064 

Paris 

CAC40 

381328 

75.14 

2.01 

3814.71 

3784.93 

3738.64 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

8096.82 

68.38 

126 

5100.19 

5056.54 

502824 


USAID launches $13.4m programme 
to improve Jordan’s business climate 


By GhaLia Alai 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United 
States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) Wednesday 
launched a $13.4 million 
programme aimed at “trans- 
forming the country’s busi- 
ness environment, stimulat- 
ing greater investments and 
increasing economic growth 
through sustainable microfi- 
nance initiatives," 

As Jordan edges closer to 
integrating into the global 
economy, the four-year 
“Access to Microfinance 
and Improved 

Implementation of Policy 
Reform (AMIR) pro- 
gramme comes to support 
Jordan in its efforts to 
become an attractive loca- 
tion for doing business," 
Programme Director 

Stephan Wade said at the 
launching of AMIR. 

The programme is imple- 
mented by Chemonics 
International in collabora- 
tion with USAID, the min- 
istries of planning and 
industry and trade as well as 
the customs department 
With the aim of jump- 
starting the economy and 
encouraging more direct 


foreign investments. Jordan 
has introduced a new pack- 
age of economic legislation 
such as the new customs, 
companies and securities 
laws. 

Earlier this year, the gov- 
ernment also introduced 
ambitious 1 amendments to 
the investment law allowing 
a 100 per cent foreign equi- 
ty ownership in six key sec- 
tors. 

“The macro-economic 
policy and legislative 
changes of recent years 
have made it clear that 
Jordan wants to be part of 
the [global integration] 
process, to find and claim 
its own economic “place in 
the sun' as have nations like 
Singapore, Costa Rica, and 
Ireland,'* said Mr. Wade. 

The AMIR programme 
will support the Investment 
Promotion Corporation, 
enhance Jordan's customs 
system and extend techni- 
cal assistance to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
Office at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade to ensure 
a smooth and enhanced 
accession of Jordan to the 
WTO. 

Jordan has opened talks 
with the Geneva-based 
WTO and hopes to join the 


international organisation in 
the near future. 

The programme will also 
provide Jordan with techni- 
cal assistance and training 
to ensure effective imple- 
mentation of economic poli- 
cies that will positively sup- 
port the Kingdom's long 
term economic growth. 

Mr. Wade said the four- 
year target is to achieve the 
registration of 1. 000 new 
companies, the creation of 
20.000 jobs and the accu- 
mulation of 5200 million in 
new foreign direct invest- 
ment 

The programme is also 
aimed at extending sustain- 
able microfinance services 
for poor and low income 
entrepreneurs in order to 
develop and promote sus- 
tainable microfinance insti- 
tutions in Jordan, based on 
“best practices” from 
around the world, according 
to USAID/Jordan Director 
Lewis Lucke. 

“The key here is to extend 
economic opportunity to 
segments of the population 
who don't have it providing 
credit that can be used to 
build and sustain economi- 
cally viable micro-and 
small-business operations." 
Mr. Lucke pointed out 


He indicated that the pro- 
gramme will provide tech- 
nical assistance and training 
for NGOs and banks to cre- 
ate Jordanian expens in 
microfinance. 

Mr. Wade said by the end 
of four years, the pro- 
gramme hopes to give 
25,000 loans to micro entre- 
preneurs, 50 per cent of 
whom are women and 30 
per cent borrowers outside 
Amman. 

He added that AMIR 
anticipates that commercial 
banks extend their services 
to 2.500 borrowers and 
12.500 savers. 

Jordan has recently 
launched the multi-million- 
dollar Social Productivity 
Programme (SPP) that aims 
at easing the impact of eco- 
nomic reforms on Jordan's 
poor and unemployed, said 
Salem Ghawi, acting secre- 
tary general at the Planning 
Ministry, in his opening 
address which he delivered 
on behalf of Planning 
Minister Rima KhaJaf. 

He said SPP seeks to 
improve living conditions 
of the poor and low-income 
groups through universal 
access to pubfic infrastruc- 
ture and services. 

Mr. Ghawi added that SPP 


is also geared towards 
assisting the poor and 
unemployed in obtaining 
productive employment or 
starting their own micro- 
business through training, 
employment facilitation and 
microfinance. 

Mr. Wade said throughout 
the four years, the .AMIR 
programme will also pro- 
vide support for business 
associations that represent 
private entrepreneurs in 
order to become strong 
advocates for implementa- 
tion of policy reforms that 
support economic growth 
and equity. 

“No modem economy can 
become competitive with- 
out forward looking busi- 
ness organisations," he 
added. 

Mr. Wade concluded by 
saying that the "speed with 
which Jordan reaches its 
economic goals will be 
determined by the slate of 
mind of individuals at every 
level whose decisions are 
essential to effect the vital 
changes necessary to artract 
investment and technology, 
bring jobs, develop skills 
and ’ expand economic 
opportunity for all 
Jordanians.” 


Hospitals, insurers consider new pricing structure today 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The managers 
of private hospitals met 
Tuesday with Dr. Ma’moun 
Ma’abreh, the head of the 
health insurance department 
at the Ministry of Health, 
and discussed with him the 
new pricing system which, 
they said, does not reflect 
the actual treatment costs. 

Dr. Mahmoud Tahei. the 
president of the Private 
Hospitals Society (PHS), 
said the participants dis- 


cussed the treatment fees 
over the past ten years and 
came ro the conclusion that 
the prices are very low. 

The cost of treatment cov- 
ered by private health insur- 
ance funds was last revised 
in 1991 though most prices 
are based on an agreement 
reached in 1982. 

Dr. Xaher said the atren- 
dents set a new' strategy' to 
discuss the structuring of 
prices with officials from 
the health insurance funds. 
“We recommended three 
people to represent the pri- 


vate hospitals in a small 
committee." he added. 

Dr. Taher mentioned that 
another meeting will be 
held Thursday with officials 
from the health insurance 
companies to consider the 
new cost of treatment for all 
medical services. 

"We hope to reach an 
agreement in order to raise 
the current pricing system.” 
he said. “The representa- 
tives of the health insurance 
companies are convinced 
that the pricing is low.” 

The president of the soci- 


ety stressed that the PHS 
does not intend to raise 
prices in a manner which 
might be too costly for the 
insurance companies to 
handle. “We want to exam- 
ine the possibilities that we 


have, in order to reach a 
compromise." he indicated. 

“We do not w'ant to 
announce our prices before 
the meeting in order to 
avoid any unjustified reac- 
tions," he concluded. 



to be restructured 
before end of this year — Gammoh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Transport and Telecommu- 
nications Minister Sami 
Gammoh Wednesday said 
the transport sector will 
undergo a restructuring 
process before the end of 
this year. 

In a statement to the 
Arabic daily A1 Ra’i, Mr. 
Gammoh said the ministry 
is embarking on a reorgani- 
sation process covering the 
public and air transport and 


rail road sectors. He added 
that initial srudies and 
research on the restructur- 
ing process have been 
finalised. 

Introducing a new Super 
Toyota Coaster bus at a 
special ceremony held at the 
Royal Automobile club, Mr. 
Gammoh said Jordanian 
experts have participated in 
building this new coaster. 

He stressed the need to 
focus on local industry and 


to encourage it because of 
its contribution to address- 
ing several social problems, 
including unemployment 
which has been on the 
increase recently. 

Mr. Gammoh called for 
the transformation from 
consumer market patterns 
to manufacturing markets, 
saying that such a shift 
would result in positive eco- 
nomic changes that will 
reflect on the local market. 


EU set for 11 -member single currency 

(Continued from page 8.) 


the Maastricht Treaty, 
which committed the EU to 
monetary union. 

Wednesday’s announce- 
ment has been widely antic- 
ipated since the end of last 
year, when it became clear 
that Italy, against all expec- 
tations. had succeeded in 
cutting its budget deficit to 
below three per cent of 
GDP, the crucial benchmark 
of fiscal discipline laid 
down at Maastricht 

But only a year ago, as 
Europe struggled to emerge 
from recession, few eco- 
nomic analysts would have 
bet on the euro being 
launched with more than 
seven or eight countries. 


Finance Commissioner 
Yves Thibault de Silguy 
paid tribute to the efforts of 
EU governments to bring 
their public finances under 
control. 

“We would have liked to 
have a rugby team [15 play- 
ers] but, in a World Cup 
year, a football team [11] is 
not too bad," he said. 

“This has not happened by 
chance. It is the result of a 
repeatedly renewed politi- 
cal commitment, the recov- 
ery of our economies and 
years of effort that have 
allowed us to achieve a high 
degree of sustainable con- 
vergence.” 

Greece, which is aiming 
to join the euro by 2001, 
was ruled out because its 


budget deficit and inflation 
rates remain significantly 
above the Maastricht ceil- 
ings. 

Sweden was disqualified 
because it has not enacted 
legislation for a fully inde- 
pendent cen tral bank and is 
not a member of the 
European exchange rate 
mechanism i'ERMi. 

The decision will make no 
practical difference since 
Sweden has decided to join 
Britain and Denmark on the 
sidelines of monerary 
union. 

It does, however, send a 
strong signal to Britain that 
it will be expected to rejoin 
the ERM as a condition of 
entering the euro-zone in 
the future. 
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Israel floats flyover 
idea for Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israel said on 
Wednesday h had proposed 
that a flyover road should be 
built above a huge swathe of its 
territory to meet obligations to 
gram Palestinians safe passage 
between the West Bank aiid 
Gaza strip. 

The proposal and an alterna- 
tive suggestion of a tunnel 
were immediately dismissed as 
ridiculous by the Palestinian 
National Authority. It said they 
were yet another Israeli gov- 
ernment ploy to put obstacles 
in the way of agreement 

Visiting German politician 
Gerhard Schroeder also 
laughed off the mooted 
schemes, which he said Israeli 
Prime Minist er Benyamin 
Netanyahu had set out for him 
during talks on Tuesday. 

‘It was an interesting 
arabesque in the discussion." 
Mr. Schroeder told German 
speaking reporters. 

The comments by Mr. 
Schroeder. the opposition 
Social Democrat candidate for 
chancellor in Germany's forth- 
coming elections, were the first 
word of the proposals. 

“Thai was one suggestion." a 
senior aide to Mr. Netanyahu. 
David Bar-Illan. said of the fly- 
over proposal when asked to 
comment ‘It's easier than a 
tunnel." 

He said security worries 
meant Israel could not desig- 


nate some of its own roads as 
safe passage routes for 
Palestinians moving to and 
from Gaza and self-rule areas 
of the West Bank, a journey as 
the crow flies of about 40 kilo- 


metres. 

"Unless it is done in con- 
voys. we can't trust them not to 
bring terrorists in this way 
from Gaza and the West Bank. 
They could depart somewhere 
along the road and go into the 
Negev desert" Mr. Bar- Rian 
said. 

"They are claiming they 
need an extraterritorial pas- 
sage. It would be out of the 
question because it would split 
Israel in half." he told Reuters. 

Safe passage for Palestinians 
is one of several arrangements 
agreed by the parties in interim 
peace deals signed since the 
1993 Oslo accords but yet to 
be implemented. Among oth- 
ers are the opening of a 
Palestinian airport and port in 
Gaza. 

None has been put into effect 
because of disputes over how 
Israeli security concerns 
should be satisfied and amid a 
year-long deadlock in broader 
peace talks. 

Major General Abdel-Ruzak 
AJ Yahva. the chief Palestinian 


sale passage of people from 
Gaza to the West Bank and 
\icc versa and not a safe road. 

“We have not reached agree- 
ment on anything concerning 
the safe passage and as long as 
Israel continues to place obsta- 
cles. we will not agree," Maj. 
Gen. Yahva said. 

Mr. Bar-Clan. Mr. 
Netanyahu's communications 
adviser, said he did not know 
whether the proposals had 
been costed and assumed the 
money would have to come 
from international donors. 

He said either project would 
make sense only if it formed 
part of a final peace settlement. 

Mr. Schroeder said Mr. 
Netanyahu had himself ruled 
out u tunnel because of geolog- 
ical constraints “which even he 
doesn't seem confident can be 


negotiator on security matters, 
called the idea of a flyover or 
tunnel “ridiculous, impractical 
and illogical.” 

■“We are talkinc about the 


overcome. 

But he said Mr. Netanyahu 
had "expanded on the so- 
called flyover idea, a 40 km 
link between the two areas 
involved without, if I might put 
it this way. touching the 
ground.” 

“It is certainly an interesting 
project in theory for the local 
construction industry, perhaps 
for the international industry as 
well, and certainly a great chal- 
lenge." he said. 

“But I doubt, if I dare say so. 
that it is the right way political- 
ly" Mr. Schroeder added. 


\rafat: U.S. wants Europe to 
lelay Mideast peace initiative 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said on Wednesday the 
United States asked for a post- 
ponement of an EU initiative 
to push forward the Israeli- 
Palestinian track of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Arafat said the 
European initiative “was post- 
poned in order to pave the 
way for American proposals... 
of which we have not yet been 
officially informed," reported 
the London-based Asharq AJ 
Awsat newspaper. 

“Israel does not want any 
European initiative to suc- 


ceed which explains its atti- 
tude during the visit of British 
Foreign Minister Robin Cook 
to Israel." Mr. Arafat said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu can- 
celled a March 16 dinner with 
Mr. Cook after the British 
minister toured the site of a 
Jewish settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem where he met an 
official of the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

Mr. Arafat said he informed 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
.Annan, who visited Gaza on 
Monday, of “Israeli violations 
of the accords reached in 


Washington under the aus- 
pices of the two co-sponsors 
[the United States and 
Russia], the European Union. 
Norway and in the presence of 
Japan and Egypt." 

"These texts in which Israel 


vows not to construct any new 
building, finance the construc- 
tion of settlements, expand 
settlements... are international 
accords, not bilateral, and 
were submined to the United 
Nations," he said 
Mr. .Arafat warned that if 
Israel fails to respect the 
accords, he will seek redress 
at the United Nations. 


Housing starts in Israel fall 10 % 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Housing starts inside 
Israel dropped 10 per cent 
in 1997 at a time when the 
government was engaged 
in a controversial policy 
of building units for Jews 
in occupied Arab areas, 
according to official fig- 
ures released Wednesday. 

The government's cen- 
tral bureau of statistics 
said construction of 
50.S50 homes began dur- 
ing the year, compared to 
54". 440 in 1996. a 10 per 


cent decrease. 

The 1997 figure was 26 
per cent below the number 
of housing starts in 1995. 

The fail in home build- 
ing inside Israel has coin- 
cided with the expansion 
of Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip. West Bank 
and Arab east Jerusalem 
under the right-wing gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
which came to office in 
mid- 1996. 

Rejecting widespread 


international condemna- 
tion. Mr. Netanyahu has 
authorised the construc- 
tion of several thousand 
housing units in the settle- 
ments. 

The launch of one new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem a year ago 
sparked a breakdown in 
peace talks with the 
Palestinians, who view 
settlement construction as 
an attempt to strengthen 
Israel's hold on occupied 
land. 


70 New Jersey men charged 
Iran weapons scheme 


NEWARK <Ri — A New 
Jersey executive and a 
Singapore businessman were 
indicted on conspiracy charges 
on Tuesday in connection with 
an alleged attempt to sell U.S.- 
made missile parts to Iran. 
U.S. officials said. 

Daniel Malloy. 40. owner of 
International Helicopter Inc. 
of Norihvale. New Jersey, and 
his alleged co-conspirator, 
Joseph T.P. Balakrisha Menem. 
55, operator of Heli-Worid 
Aviation in Singapore, were 
also charged with exporting 
munitions without registering 
with the U.S. State 
Department, a U.S. attorney 
and U.S. customs authorities 
said. 

Authorities charge that the 
men were planning to sell Iran 
20 batteries for the Aim-54 
Phoenix missile, a long-range 
air-to-air missile used exclu- 
sively on F14-A fighter air- 
craft. Delivery was scheduled 
for late last month. 

Iran is the only country other 
than the United’ States that has 
the jets, which Washington 
sold them in the late 1970s 
when Shah Mohammad Reza 
pahlavi was in power. 

The men are charged with 
conspiracy' to violate the arms 


export control act by conceal- 
ing the destination of the arms 
parts and failing to obtain a 
licence to export arms on the 
U.S. munitions list of the Stare 
Department's office of 
defence trade controls. 

The conspiracy violated the 
Iranian Embargo Acl which 
forbids sending technology, 
goods and services to Iran, a 
country that the United States 
says supports international ter- 
rorism. 

In the second count the men 
are alleged to have engaged in 
trading amts parts in violation 
of the arms export control act. 

The indictment superseded a 
March I federal complaint 
charging Malloy with conspir- 
acy. He is free on $2.5 million 
bond and is confined to his 
home. 

Malloy has "'substantial 
overseas assets." U.S. attorney 
for New Jersey. Faith 
Hochbcrg, said She said she 
will ask the Singapore govern- 
ment to extradite Menon to 
face charges. 

Special agent John Vurrone 
said an inventory of gixxis 
seized in a raid on Mujk'sN 
company would determine the 
details of the shipment. 

But Assistant U.S. Altomev 


Noe! Hillman said pans prob- 
ably already have reached 
Iranian hands. 

"It's a fair assumption that 
there was a buying customer at 
the other end who has put 
them to use.” Hillman said. 
Adding authorities arc “going 
to make every effort" to track 
them. 

The investigation began 
when an anonymous fax was 
sent to U.S. customs' 
Washington headquarters in 
December I 00 *! which said 
that 1HI and Heli-Worid were 
engaged in illegal exports. 

Officials said hard informa- 
tion only points to shipment to 
Singapore, not to Iran, 
although they suspect that was 
the ultimate destination. The 
men engaged in a plot by fax 
and telephone to conceal who 
the recipient of the batteries 
was. when to ship them to 
Singapore and Mcnon's con- 
tacts in Inin. 

The men face a maximum of 
five years in federal prison and 
a S250JXH) fine on the con- 
spiracy charge and 10 years 
and a SI million fine cm the 
export violation count. The 
men have not been arraigned 
and no trial date has been set. 
Ms. Hnchherc said. 


Ethnic Albanian women march with placards as thousands gather in the centre of Pristina Wednesday to protest 
against Serbian police action against the Albanian population in Serbia's troubled Kosovo province. Figh g 
between Albanians and Serbian riot forces erupted again Tuesday, leaving at least five Albanians and one Serb dea 
(AFP photo) 


Iraq: U.N. inspectors can meet 


jailed germ warfare scientist 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
will allow United 
Nations arms inspectors 
to meet a top Iraqi germ 
warfare scientist who 
was detained for trying 
to flee the country, an 
Iraqi source said on 
Wednesday. 

“If the biological team 
wants to meet him. it 
can do so. The right of 
UNSCOM [the U.N. 
Special Commission 
charged with disarming 
Iraq] will not be affected 
by his detention." the 
source, who asked not to 
be named, said. 

"All the documents in 
his possession have been 
handed over to the spe- 
cial commission 10 days 
ago.” the source added. 

UNSCOM said on 
Tuesday that Baghdad 
had recently handed 
over a batch of docu- 


ments said to have been 
taken from Nasser 
Hindawi. who pioneered 
Iraq's biological warfare 
programme. 

"The documents seized 
from him were scientific 
reports he himself had 
taken part in preparing 
when he was working 
within the past biologi- 
cal programme,” the 
source said. 

UNSCOM said that 
earlier this month it 


UNSCOM, Russian teams 


progress on spy plane offer 


received a couple of 
of docu- 


hundred pages 
ments said to have been 
in Hindawi's possession, 
and a letter from the 
Iraqi oil minister, 

Lieutenant-General 
Amir Mohammad 

Rasheed. The letter did 
not say w'hen Hindawi 
was arrested or where he 
was planning to defect, 
UNSCOM said. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Russian and UK experts made 
progress at talks here focusing on a Russian offer of a spy plane to 
assist UK. weapons inspectors in Iraq, a UK. spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

UK. spokesman Ewen Buchanan told AFP that the “useful” dis- 
cussions had “narrowed down options” concerning Russia’s offer of 
a reconnaissance aircraft that would supplement the U-2 plane 
loaned by Washington to the UK. Special Commission. 

Russian diplomats said that the discussions determined that an 
.Antonov-130, equipped with special sensors, could be of use to die 
LIN. inspectors verifying the elimination of Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The technical teams were led by UNSCOM legal officer John 
Scott and Defence Ministry Rear Admiral Mdentin Kuznetsov at the 
two-day talks at UNSCOM"s UK. headquarters. 

Mr. Buchanan said that further consultations would be required 
before a final agreement was reached. 

Russian I>fexkie Minister Igor Sergeyev suggested replacing the 
U-2 with a Russian plane on Jan. 1 5 amid die ongoing crisis with Iraq 
over the UK. weapons inspections. 

However; UNSCOM insisted char any aircraft would be in addi- 
tion to the LIS. plane, which flies at higher altitudes and performs dif- 
ferent tasks than aircraft proposed by other countries. 


Libyan court 
to try former 
CIA chief over 
1986 Tripoli 


bombing 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
Libyan criminal court is to 
try the former chief of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency fCIA) and seven 
other Americans in their 
absence on murder 
charge*. Libyan Television 
reported Tuesday. 

The charges against for- 
mer CIA chief William 
Casey, undercover agent 
Colonel Oliver North and 
others result from the puni- 
tive L’.S. raids on Tripoli 
anti Benghazi in April 
19S6. the television said. 
Monitored by the BBC. the 
television quoted a state- 
ment from the Libyan pub- 
lic prosecutor, read at a 
magivjutes court in Tripoli 
in the presence of relatives 
of those who died in the 
raids. 

1; said the accused had 
committed acts of "random 
killing. premeditated 
killing, attempted premedi- 
tated killing, causing disas- 
ter*. transgression against 
public safety and instilling 
fear into people." 

"Or. April 15. I9S6. in 
Tripoli and Benghazi, with 
the intention of killing, the 
defendants engaged in acts 
liable to endanger public 
safety. " the statement said. 
"They dropped from their 
aircraft a number of bombs 
and missiles over Tripoli. 
Benghazi and their sub- 
urbs, with the intention of 
killing people at random, 
destroying houses and 
damaging others." it added. 

"The public prosecutor, 
the defendants and those 
who have brought the law 
suits are required to submit 
immediately the list of wit- 
nesses whom they want to 
hear before the court." the 
television said. 


Turkey, Arab states dispute 
need for accords on water 


DAMASCUS (AFPj — 
Turkey and nearby Arab 
countries disagreed over the 
need for an international 
accord to solve their water- 
sharing dispute as they met 
here during the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAC)) confer- 


ence. 

Lebanese Agriculture 
Minister Chawki Fakhouri 
said the disagreement broke 
out Wednesday between the 
Turkish delegation and Lhose 


of Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and 
Saudi Arabia. 

He quoted Turkish 
Agriculture Minister 

Mustafa Tasar as telling his 
counterparts that the region's 
countries “do not need inter- 
national accords” on water 
sharing. 

The Lebanese minister 
told Mr. Tasar that the region 
"must take inspiration from 
international accords" 
applying the concept of 
"international waters" to dis- 


puted water resources. 

Turkey is locked in a 
water-sharing dispute with 
Syria and Iraq, which have 
accused it of limiting the 
amount of water flowing 
from Turkish highlands 
down the Euphrates River. 

Agriculture ministers and 
representatives from 29 
countries are meeting here to 
discuss water and food secu- 
rity issues in a conference 
which began at the expert 
level on Saturday. 


Clinton’s African summit ends with 
call for action against genocide 


ENTEBBE l AFP) — A sum- 
mit between U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and heads of stale from 
east and central Africa ended 
here Wednesday with an 
“Entebbe Declaration" calling 
for action to prevent further 
genocide. 

Mr. Clinton said the summit 
had also agreed to "solve con- 
flicts before they explode into 
crises." and acknowledged that 
"there is no single blueprint for 
a successful democracy." 

That was taken as a bow to 
the various forms of govern- 
ment represented at the 
“Entebbe Summit for Peace 
and Prosperity” in this town on 
the shores of Lake Victoria. 40 
kilometres of Kampala. 

Taking part with Mr. Clinton 


were the presidents of Uganda, 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Kenya. Tanzania and 
Rwanda, the Ethiopian prime 
minister and the Zimbabwean 
finance minister. 

The seven-page Entebbe 
Declaration said the United 
States and the regional coun- 
lr *. es . wou ^ begin exploring, 
within one month, the creation 
of an international coalition 
against genocide. 

The leaders pledged to 
undertake "a concerted effort" 
w prevent the recurrence of 
genocide, and “to work togeth- 
er to prohibit future atrocities in 
[he Great Lakes region, includ- 
ing those aided and abetted by 
external arms suppliers." 

The declaration also said the 


leaders would seek to: 

— define and build a U.S.- 
Africa partnership for the 21st 
century; 

— define strategies to inte- 
grate Africa into the world 
economy that would be “as 
flexible arid creative as those 
applied to post-war Europe and 
Asia; 

— strengthen and sustain 
regional security and African 
peacekeeping capacity; 

— continue cooperative 
efforts to resist all forms of 
cross-border terro rism directed 
against civilians; 

— pursue dialogue on 
democratization while recog- 
nising that “there is no fixed 
frodel for democratic institu- 
tions or transformation.' 1 


Algiers archdiocese appeals for clemency for murderers 


ALGIERS I AFP) — The arch- 
bishop of Algiers c*n Wednesday 
appealed for clemency for seven 
IsLuniu militants sentenced to 
death for the 1996 murder of the 
Roman Catholic bishop of Oran. 

"It is natural for the courts to do 
their duty to protect society, but 
we do not want the death sen- 
tence to be carried out." 
Archbishop Teissier said in an 
interview on state radio. "There 


is a problem with the death sen- 
tence especially since those con- 
victed were not directly responsi- 
ble for the murder but woe 
accomplices." he arkfrri 

Bishop Pierre Oaverie was 
kflkd with his driver 
Mohammad Bouchikhi when a 
bomb exploded in the bishop’s 
palace or Oran, in western 
Algeria, on Aug. 1. 1996. 

Bidiop Clurerie was returning 


home after a meeting with the 
then French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Cbarette, who was vis- 
iting Algeria. Archbishop 
Teissier said he had spoken by 
telephone with the victim’s sister 
and she as wdl as friends of the 
f nunfelB d bishop shared his fed- 
in& Al geria's . bishops on 
Tuesday issued a statement also 
appealing tor clemency. 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) _ 
Actor Richard Gere caDed 
for a coalition of Western 
powers to pressure China 
over Tibet Gere, afiej 
meeting six Tibetans Jon 
their 14th day of a fift. 
unto-death for setf-detef 
min ation. said gov£§p 

ments and organisations 

should take up the cami 
paign. “It is up to the West 
to five up to its words and 
form a coalition to di|| r - 
with China," the actor tb& 
a news conference in Delhi 
after arriving fr«n 
Dharamsala, the Indian 
home of the Tibetan gov- 
eminent- in -exile. “China 
must be pushed constant 
ly... Each countay 
raise its voice 
Tibet has been ext 
narily abused and 
requires our protection, 41 
said. 
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Senator’ resigns, 
picks up pension 
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OTTAWA (R) — Canada^ 
“Senator Siesta,” famoos 
for long bouts of absen- 
teeism in Mexico, has 
resigned six weeks after he 
was unceremoniously sus- 
pended from the Canadian 
senate. The senate had 
stripped Senator Andrew 
Thompson of his 64,400 
Canadian dollar anrijwi 
salary in February became 
he had appeared onfy. a 
handful of times since it 
began taking attendance in 
1990. But by resigning, 
Thompson will now be 
able to collect a 48,000 
Canadian dollar annual 
pension, two years earlier 
than if he had waited until 
the mandatory retirement 
age of 75. Thompson, 73, 
had said his chrome absen-; 
teeisra was due to poor 
health, though photogra- 
phers stalking his residence, 
at La Paz, Mexico, saw a 
well-tanned man running 
errands with no apparent 
difficulty. 
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Talk show guest 
drops pants ‘to fight 
sexual repression’ 
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LONDON (AFP). — A - 

young man pul led his pants ,0 trie 

down during a live BBC j; 

television broadcast on 
infidelity to show Britons lor r: 

how to shake off sexual ^percent .>i > v 
repression. Alex Leroy. 25, ^'lucti \| r . \ r . : .j 
was the main guest on the 
programme 
Robert 
theme 

Genetic?" Leroy bragged 
that he had cheated on bis 
girlfriend with at least five 
other women, the Guardian 
reported. Things got of 
hand when Leroy suddenly $.\| j;\ j 

stood up, dropped his 
trousers and proclaimed:': lu !ur 
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unme hosted by ^ 1 ' " — 

W moves to 

w ... ” 

settleme 


We are all sexualty v /^uph v j,.. . 
repressed in this country. If . "vn b.:i„ 
we weren’t, we’d all have 
our clothes off.” The host 
of the programme apolo- 
gised to viewers and pr. 

BBC insisted the stunt was ^ ^;«Wcrrv, Tl ^ 
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Magpies pelt 
Netherlands capital 
with pebbles 

9^ 1 

THE HAGUE (AFP) - > • l^i, 
Stone-throwing magpies : \ j, " ,,v 
are causing havoc in 1J*- Ki tw.‘ Jn,!ri 
Hague by pelting cars wi® v 11 ^ W c . , 
pebbles, a city coun^- 

spokesman said- The coun- >hv | a 

cil has erected boards in tj# HvJh 
city to warn residents of 
danger, saying: “WateS^ 1 
Out! Stone-throwing mag 
pies. Paik at your own,- 
risk.” The birds pick % 
polished pebbles, 

often lie on the " T! t . : 

rooftops, and carry 
oft' to their nests. At ,], h 

point during flight, s %\' n '"'»i 

apparently lose interest o , u ^ ' ; *c *A iir j‘ 
their booty and shower rw.- v ( 

city with stones. Seyegi. 

ms 
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cars have been denied 
at least two win 
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have been cracked by 


flying pebbles. The -r on. 
has identified the eulpnjx.’^ «' 
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The magpies will be cau_ . 
and released outside. Js.' 
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Sports 

Korda and 
Rusedski 
bow out 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) — 
Petr Korda and Greg 
Rusedski bowed out of the 
Lipton Tennis 

Championships Tuesday, 
their hopes of supplanting 
Pete Sampras as the world 
No. 1 dashed by fourth- 
round defeats. 

Britain's Tim Henman 
took care of Korda, the 
wodd No. 2 and rei gnin g 
Australian Open champion. 
64, 6-4. 

Sweden's Thomas Enqvist 
made even shorter work of 
Rusedski, the 1997 U.S.- 
Open runner-up, 6-2, 6-2. 

The departures of Korda 
and Rusedski, who joined 
Sampras himself on the 
upset list, left Chile’s 
Marcelo Rios as the only 
player with a hope of top- 
pling from the top of the 
rankings with a victory 



Venus Williams of the U.S. chases down a volley from Silvia Farina of Italy in the first 
set of their quarterfinal match at the Lipton Championships. Williams, seeded 11th 
in the tournament, defeated 29th seed Farina 6-1 6-2 (Reuters photo) 




whose disappointing start to 
199S included five first- 
round defeats. 

*Tt’s great to be back win- 
ning and playing the tennis 
I'm capable of. It's some- 
thing I've got to continue. 
Not just for a couple of 
weeks. I’ve got to be able to 
m aintain these high levels 
to go to the heights that I 
want to go.” 

Sixth-seeded Russian 
Yevgeni Kafelnikov was 
also upset on Tuesday, 
falling 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 to 
American Jeff Tarango. 

In the quarter-finals he'll 
meet resurgent American 
Andre Agassi, who defeated 
Spain's Albert Costa 7-6 
(7/5), 4-6, 6-1. 

Agassi, a three-time 
champion here in 1990, 
1995 and 1996, tied 
Sweden's Stefan Edberg for 
the most singles match wins 


in tournament histoiy. 

The women's competition 
served to reaffirm the ascent 
of the teenage champions. 

Russian Anna 

Koumikova, who eliminat- 
ed fifth-seeded American 
Monica Seles on Monday, 
turned around and ousted 
ninth-seeded Spaniard 
Conchita Martinez 6-3. 6-0 
Tuesday in a fourth-round 
match. 

American Serena 

Williams, also 16 and 
ranked 40th in the world, 
took World No. i Martina 
Hingis to the limit, but the 
Swiss 17-year-old survived 
two match points to beat 
Williams 6-3. 1-6. 7-6 (7/4) 
and earn a semifinal berth. 

In the semis, Hingis will 
face Serena’s slightly older 
sister, Venus Williams, who 
defeated Italian Silvia 
Farina 6-1, 6-2. 


Andre Agassi of the U.S. returns a first set serve from 
Alberto Costa of Spain during their fourth round 
match at the Lipton Championships (Reuters photo) 


here. 

Rios, winner of the 
Champions Cup at Indian 
Wells the week before the 
Lipton, defeated Croatian 
Goran Ivanisevic 6-2, 6-3. 

Henman, his energy and 
his touch recovered after a 
disappointing start to the 
year, did a big favour for 
Sampras, who was eliminat- 


ed by South African Wayne 
Ferreira on Monday, the day 
that he began his 102nd 
straight week atop the world 
rankings- • 

“It's an interesting situa- 
tion with the guys, Korda, 
Rafter, Rios, Greg, maybe 
in the next few weeks all 
pushing for No. 1. I think 
it’s very good for the 
game,” said Henman , 




Super Deluxe Duplex For Rent 

300 sq. m. - situated at Tla'a A! Ali. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large finished kitchen, 
private heating, two private entrances, large living 
areas and private water well, with a planted play 
area. Annua! Rent: JD5.250. 

For visitation please call George 
Tel.: 846912 or 07934994. 


Top seed Martina Hingis of Switzerland reacts after 
winning match point in her quarterfinal match against 
unseeded Serena Williams. Williams, who gave Hingis 
the toughest match so far in the tournament, lost to 
Hingis 6-3 1-6 7-6 (7-4) (Reuters photo) 
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British unveil campaign to keep 
hooligans out of World Cup 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain on 
Wednesday unveiled a million-pound 
(Sl.6 million) campaign aimed at 
deterring ticketless football fans and 
hooligans from travelling to France in 
June-July for the World Cup. 

Interior Minister Jack Straw present- 
ed two television advertisements, one 
featuring an English fan and the other 
a Scot, both in hill supporter's regalia, 
who are turned away from a match 
after trying to get in with a ticket 
stamped with the name “Jean Pierre 
Baptiste” and bought on the black 
market 

The campaign, supported by former 
England striker Gary Lineker, will run 
from Wednesday until May 12. 

It is aimed at countering fears in 
Britain and abroad that the tournament 
will present an opportunity for the re- 
emergence of football hooliganism, 
long associated with the British fan. 

The problem has been exacerbated 
by a severe shortage of tickets for for- 
eign fans imposed by French tourna- 
ment organisers, which many fear will 
drive a fevered black market and an 
uncontrolled ticket distribution. 

“The best advice we can give to sup- 
porters is ‘No ticket, don’t travel'.” 
said Straw. 

“Even if someone is willing to run 
the risk of selling a ticket, the chances 
of getting into the ground will be slim, 
and the purchaser runs the risk of 


missing the match, a heavy fine or 
even imprisonment. 

“If your name is Joe Bloggs and the 
name on the ticket says Josephine 
Jospin, you won't get in.” 

Questioned further, however. Straw 
admitted that tickets sold to British 
fans would not carry the buyer's name. 

Given the scarcity of tickets for 
British fans. Straw said it was 
“extremely unlikely that anyone in this 
country will sell on their ticket” 

Asked whether the rarity of tickets 
would not in fact increase their black 
market value. Straw said this was not 
his understanding of human behaviour. 

Straw added he did not know 
whether French match officials at sta- 
dium turnstiles would check names on 
tickets against other identification. 

Indeed! conditions for first round 
match tickets, which went on sale in 
France last year, did not prohibit tick- 
ets being bought for a group of friends 
under one person's name. So. presum- 
ably, an English fan who got hold of 
such a ticket on the black market 
would be<able to claim at the turnstile 
he had bought the ticket legitimately 
through a friend. 

Straw repeated his “anxiety” that 
vast television screens erected outside 
stadia would be “magnets” for ticket- 
less fans and hooligans, adding he had 
discussed the issue several times with 
French counterpart Jean-Pierre 


Cbevenement. 

“We cannot stop people from travel- 
ling, we cannot guarantee there will be 
no trouble, all we can do is continue 
with the advice,” said Straw. 

“Some people will not accept that 
but I think many will.” 

British and French police are sharing 
intelligence on known hooligans and 
British football intelligence officers 
who know potential troublemakers by 
sight will also be present at games. 

Straw said the campaign would send 
“a clear message to the hooligan that 
the World Cup will not provide him 
with a hiding place ... he is not wel- 
come and his loutish cowardly behav- 
iour will not be tolerated. 

“The government is committed to 
promoting the interests of respectable 
football supporters and is determined 
to prevent a hooligan minority from 
bringing disgrace on our country.” 

Britain has already opened a tele- 
phone hotline for tire public to tell 
police of their suspicions of planned 
hooligan activity and is encouraging 
courts to impose travel restrictions on 
fans convicted of violence. 

In a separate development, 29 men 
were arrested Wednesday in a series of 
dawn raids in Sunderland in the north 
east of England as part of a long-term 
investigation of footbaJI violence, 
police said. 


Gascoigne ditches 
Rangers for Middlesbrough 

MIDDLESBROUGH (AFP.) — England star Paul Gascoigne 
abandoned involvement in Glasgow Rangers’ bid for a record 
10th successive Scottish title when he joined English first divi- 
sion side Middlesbrough on Tuesday. 

The 30-year-old midfielder joined Bryan Robson's team, cur- 
rently pushing for promotion to the English Premiership, fora fee 
of £3 million (S4.S million) on a three-and-a-half-year deal. 

The former Newcastle. Tottenham and Lazio star will miss out 
on Rangers’ faltering bid for the Scottish title this season and 
could make his debut in Sunday's League Cup final against 
Chelsea at Wembley. 

But Gascoigne’s advisor Mel Stein said quitting Rangers was 
one of the toughest decisions the England midfielder has had to 
makejrt his controversial career. 

“He said: “He is very, very sad to be leaving Rangers. It’s an” 
enormous wrench. Paul said to me ‘I’ve left clubs before, but Tve 
never been so sad about leaving a club.’ 

"But he’s looking forward. He’s looking forward to the League 
Cup final on Sunday, he's looking forward to the promotion push, 
he’s looking forward to the World Cup and he's looking forward 
to playing in die Premier League next year.” 

Boro manager Bryan Robson brat off competition for 
Gascoigne from Premiership club Crystal Palace, who had also 
agreed a three million pound fee. 

Robson said: “I’m delighted Gazza is joining us. Hes a great 
player and our fans will be really excited about watching him 
play. 

“He’ll travel down tomorrow from Scotland and join the lads in 
training. He’ll go for his medical in the next few days.” 

The Boro boss hinted that Gascoigne might be involved against 
Chelsea. 

Robson said Gascoigne’s arrival underlined Boro’s determina- 
tion to build a squad capable of making a major impact in the 
Premiership. 

Boro, currently second in the Fust Division, are well placed to 
secure an instant return to the top flight and Robson said: “We 
want to keep trying to improve as a football club. When you bring 
quality players in like Paul Gascoigne, you're hoping you can 
improve." 



Japan’s Kyoto City (L), a longshot by British book- 
makers, is put through the paces during early morn- 
ing training March 25 at Nad A1 Sheba track by 
jockey Mlldo Matsunaga alongside a lead horse 
prior to the $4 million Dubai World Cup. Kentucky 
Derby and Preakness Stakes champion Silver 
Charm of the United States is favourite to outrun 
nine other world class thoroughbreds over 2,000 
metres of floodlit dirt on Saturday night to take 
home the $2.4 million first prize, which would dou- 
ble the four-year-old colt's lifetime earnings at a 
stroke (Reuters photo) 
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Pre-qualification for Central 
Tender No. 23/98 

Upgrading of Unalzah-Shobak-Wadl Musa Road 
Loan No. 4214-Jo 

Tenderers are hereby advised that the deadline 
for submission of pre-qualification applications 
is extended until April 18 , 1998 at 12:00 hours 
Jordan local time. 

Director General, 

Eng. Naser Madadha 


Orient Express Ltd. 

Travel & Tourism 
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HURGHADA OPTIONAL LOXOUR 
SHAREM EL-SHEK OPTIONAL ST CATHRINE 

3 STARS HOTELS JD 310 P.P HALF BOARD 

4 STARS HOTELS JD 250 P.P HALT BOARD 

5 STARS HOTELS JD 335 P.P BED AND EREAKFAS i 

RATE INCLUDING A DIRECT FLIGHT TO SHAREM 
EL-SHEK AND HURGHADA. DEP 10 APRIL 93 
RETURN ON 14 APRIL / 98 


FOR BOKING / ORIENT EXPRESS 
TEL. : 5602460 - 5698969 
5698858 - 5624340 - 5624341 
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JORDANIAN-AMERICAN COMMISSION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE 



The Binational Fulbright Commission in Jordan has 
abolished the Program Officer position advertised on 7 
March 1998. A new position has been created and the 
Commission invites qualified candidates to apply. 
Applications, already submitted for the previous position 
will be reviewed and ■ pre-selected for interview 
consideration based on the minim um requirements stated 
below: 

GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR 

• Undergraduate Degree (U.S.-educated preferred) 

• 3-5 vrs experience in corporate or non-profit sectors 

• Bi-lingual(English-Arabic) 

• Excellent oral and written communication skills 

• Proficient in 'Windows 95 and Microsoft Office & Word 97 

• Exceptional organizational skills 

• 3-5 yrs experience managing programs/projects 

• A self starter, interpersonal skills and creativity is a plus. 


DEADUMi: 15 APRIL I99S 

Three tvferenees tire requested. (’)nly eanduluies 1 a I ( j ! i i n y 
the above minimum requirements should submit their 
(. \ w ith a cover letter to: 

I .xecutive Director. Bmaininal buIhriLihi ( ommtssion. 
P.O.Box SS0215. Amman INKS. Jordan: h'ax: 56K - 4K20. 


The only Jordanian Doors 

TO MEET THE 

Fire Resistant Requirements 


For Hotels, Offices, Universities, Schools, Shops, Banks, Etc. 



• JWICG are the onfyiocal nrinufactura^fire Resistant . • 
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